SNOWLESS N-W HIMALAY
effect leads to dr

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 (PTI)

HIGH mountain passes with barely any
snow, skiershopingtoslalom down white
slopes disappointed and tourists calling
offtripstohill destinations... The El Nino
effect is playing out across the north-
west Himalayas with an unusually dry
winterand noimmediate reliefinthe off-
ing.

According to theWorld Meteorological
Organisation (WMO), 2023 was the
warmest-on-record year and the warm-
ing El Nino event is likely to further fuel
the heat in 2024.

The EINino phenomenonoccurswhen
sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are high-
er than average in the eastern tropical

| Nino
Inter

Pacific, and thereis asimultaneous weak-
ening of trade winds. The absence of
snowfallisnotaone-time thingbut affects
the annual cycle of snow.

“If it continues longer, it can have a
huge cascadingeffect on socio-economic
benefits. If you don't get (enough) snow,
you don't get replenishment of water, it
will impact agriculture, your health and
can, in turn, impact your economy,”
glaciologist and Himalayan researcher A
N Dimri told PTI.

And so it is that the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO)which struggles with
snow clearance operations in tough
weather conditions to keep the strategi-
cally located 11,800 feet altitude Zojila
Pass open has had il easier this year.
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Rajnath Holds
Talks With UK
Counterpart

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India and the
UKon Tuesday agreed toen-
hance their defence-indus-
trial collaboration in areas

like electric propulsion for

‘warships and fighter jet en-
gines, while reaffirming
their expanding strategic
convergence in the crucial
Indo-Pacificregion.

A “letter of arrange-
ment (LoA)” was inked be-
tween Indian DRDO and the
British Defence Scienceand
Technology Laboratory on
defence R&D collaboration
after the delegation-level
meeting between defence
minister Rajnath Singh and
his counterpart Grant

apps in London. _
Sh‘ ‘BFhe ministers dis-
cussed a range of defence,
security and cooperation

matters, with particular

emphasis on enhancing de-

fence-industrial collabora-
sernn n“i.o
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Rajnath Singh in London on Tuesday. He is the first Indian defence
minister to visit UK after George Fernandes in 2002

tion,” an official said.
Shapps said the India-UK

relationship was “not trans--

actional”, with the two coun-
tries being “natural partners
with many commonalities
and shared goals.” Singh, in -
turn, noted there was grow-
ing strategic convergencebe-
tween the two countries, par-
ticularly in the Indo—Paciﬁc
theofficial said, - FEE AN

The two countnes also
inked an MoU on conductof
international ‘cadets  ex-

change rogmmmg_n wm
LoA. P. ‘I__he

the larger area of defence
R&D collaboration between
the two countries,” he said.
Singh, who paid tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi at his
statue at Tavistock Square
- and was presented with a
ceremonial guard of hon-
~our at the Horse Guards Pa-
rade Ground, is the first In-

'~ dian defence minister to
~ Visit UK after George Fer-
_,nandesmzooz

Both countries have been
taking steps to' strengthen
defenwmperaﬂonﬂlmugh

,,,,‘joint exercises, maritime do-
“OPIe-t0-1 “main awareness, informa-
LY ". tion exchange and defence-

indu&trial qollaboratmn
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» EDIT: Bali, Sony, TikTok (U'dweep figures from local admin)

Also, a two-decade-old pl- Taj has already announced it
an to extend Agatti’s 1.2-km-  will open new hotels in Laks-
long airstrip may finally take hadweep’s Suheli and Kad-
shape now, allowing A320s to  matislandsby2026. Theadmi-

; operate there instead of the

1. :n ; tln'boprops that cur-

i : ren m__ 'do so. Indian hotel ma-

nistration is also pushing for
more cruise tourism to the

| Arabian Seaarchipelago.

>Related report, P18
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