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NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI)

CHIEF of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan on Wednesday
held wide-ranging deliberations
with senior military brass at a
combined leadership conclave
with a focus on geo-strategic
issues and ways to effectively
deal with any future national
security challenge.

General Chauhan provided an
insightinto modern warfare and
national security while presid-
ing over the first session of the
three-dayconclave, the Defence
Ministry said.

Chi efence Staff General
1auhan presided over the
rst session of Combined
Leadership Conclave and inter-
acted with the seniorleadership
of the armed forces in New
Delhi,” it said.

The three-day conclave is
focussing on geo-strategic issues,
contemporary and emerging
security challenges and ways to
ensure integrationand jointness
among the three services.

Eminentpersonalitieswith in-
depth experience in respective
fields will also interact with par-
ticipants enlightening them

about issues of national impor-
tance, the ministry said.

“The conclave aims to serve
as a development programme
for senior officers of the three
services, focusedonregionaland
national security issues with a
view to enhance synergy, both
at operational and strategic lev-
els within the armed forces,” it
said in a statement.

Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Lt Gen
JP Mathew and other senior offi-
cers of Integrated Defence Staff
were also present at the event.



India, Myanmar discuss situati

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI)

INDIA and Myanmar
Wednesday held wide-ranging
discussions covering a host of
issues including the situation
alongtheborder, trade and con-
nectivityevenasNew Delhi reaf-
firmed itssupportforthe neigh-
bouring country’s transition
towards a federal democracy.
The two sides took stock of
their overallcooperation atthe
20th round of India-Myanmar
Foreign Office Consultations

ra while the Myanmarese
eam was headed by Deputy
Foreign Minister U Lwin Oo.
Last month, India called for
cessation of fighting between
Myanmar’s military and the
anti-junta groups near Indo-
Myanmar border that triggered
an influx of Myanmarese
refugees to Mizoram. There
were hostilities between
Myanmar's anti-junta groups

¢ horder

and government forces in sev-
eral keytownsand regions near
the border with India till a few
weeks back fuelling concerns
in the Indian military estab-
lishment about the possible
spillover effect. “Both sides held
discussions on awide range of
issues along the border and
security, trade, commerce and
connectivity, status of bilater-
al development projects in
Myanmar and concerns relat-
ed to transnational crimes,”
MEA said about the FOC.



ve (BRI), two government so-
urces said on Wednesday, en-
ding months of doubt over
Rome’s future in the ambitio-
us project. Italy in 2019 became
the first and so far only major
Western nation tojoin the pro-
gramme, dismissing con-
cerns from the US that it wo-
uld enable China to gain cont-
rol of sensitive technologies
and vital infrastructure.
However, when PM Gior-
gia Meloni took office last ye-
ar, she said she wanted to

ting the Belt and Road Initiati-

When Meloni took office as PM
last year, she said she wanted to
withdraw from BRI, saying it had
brought no gains to Italy

- A government source said :
Beijing had been given a letter :
“in recent days” informing :
the Chinese government that :
Italy would not be renewing :
thepact. “Wehaveevery inten- :

withdraw from the deal mo- tion of maintaining excellent :
delled on the old Silk Road relations with China even if :
that linked Chinatothe West, we are no longer part of the :
saying it had brought no s1g- Belt and Road Initiative,” ase- :
nificant gamatoltaly ~ cond government source said.- :
esin “Other G7 nations have closer

relations Wltﬁ China than we
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i New Delhi: The Army has fi-

anew promotion poli-

cy for its senior officers, with
i much greater stress being
Dlaoedonmentocracx physi-
¢ cal fitness and reducing dis-
i parity among various arms
and services ,to ensurethe12-
; lakh strong force can effec.
: tively meet present and fu-
; tlu‘eoperatlonalcha]]enges.
The  “comprehensive”
: promotion policy for the “se-
: lectranks” of Colonel, Briga-
: dier, Major General and Lit-
: General will come into effect
. from January 1. “Though the
. existing promotion policy has
- stood the test of time, policies
. need to be dynamic to meet
~ the ever-evolving operational
requirements,” a top Army
source said on Wednesday:
“The new policy will help
in aligning leadership re-
quirementsto the presentand
emerging operational chal-
lenges, both in internal & ex-
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Chief of Army Staff General Mancu Pande at the ‘Idea and Innovation _
Competition and Seminar' at Manekshaw Centre in Delhi on Tuesday

ternal dimensions,” headded.

The Army has “combat
arms” like infantry, ar-
moured corps & mechanised
infantry,  “combat-support
arms” like artillery, air de-
fence, aviation,engineersand
signals, and “services” like
ASC (Army Service Corps),
AOC (Army Ordnance Corps)
and EME (Corps of Electron-
ics and Mechanical Engi-
neers), among other wings.
There are around 80 Lt-Gen-

erals, 300 Major Genemls

1,200 Brigadiers and 5,600
Colonels in the 43,000-strong
officer cadre of theforce.

In view of

grouses like infantry omoers
hogging the promotions in se-
morranks,thenewpolicywﬂl
address “cadre aspirations”
of all arms and services. “It
will provide almost equitable
satisfaction in pmmotlon
boards as well as str
mentocracy thesoumesald.
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The new policy will also
ensure Major Generals of the
“staff stream” are considered
for promotion to Lt-Generals,
though only for staff posi-
tions. At present, Major Gen-
eralsfrom the“command and
staff stream” are generally
promoted to the nextrank.

“Moreover, officers phys-
ically fit to serve in all ter-
rains will get command ap-
pointments at the Colonel
and Brigadier ranks. Battle
casualties and those injured
in opemﬁons, of course, will
continue to get promotions
likenow,” thesourcesaid.
- The new promotion poli-
cy comes aftm' the Army in
August adopt@d a common
uniform for Brig

jor Generals, Lt-Generals
and the chlef, irrespective
of their parent cadre and
appointments, by discarding
distinctive : regimental hats,
shoulder rank




MOSCOW, Dec 6 (

RESPONDINGto fresh USsanc-
tions against Moscow, Iran and
Russia signed a declaration to
overcome the curbs, Russian
newsagencyTASSreported quot-
ing Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on Tuesday.

“We have just signed a dec-
laration on ways and means to
counter, mitigate and offset the
negative consequencesofuni-
lateral coercive measures.

Undoubtedly, thisis animpor-
tant step in increasing coordi-
nated efforts by members ofthe
global communityto overcome
illegal sanctions, which the US
and its allies use as a substi-
tute fordiplomacy,” Lavrovsaid
when opening talks with
[ranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.

He added that the talks will
be used to exchange views on
pressing bilateral and region-
al issues, TASS reported.



