1CG, Navy to buy 15 C-295

sector, the Indian Coast Guard and the Navy will
acquire 15C-295 transport aircraft thatare being
manufacturedin India in ajoint venture between
Tata Advanced Systems and Airbus.

The proposals for the acquisition of these 15
aircraft are at an advanced stage in the defence
ministry, in which nine planes would be pro-
cured by the Navy while six would be taken by
the Indian Coast Guard.

The transportaircraft would be equipped with
the required radars and sensors and turned into
amaritime patrol plane by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation’s Centre for
Airborne Systems (CABS), defence officials said.
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NEW DELHI, Nov 24 (PT0)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Friday said in
this complicated world, it is
the trust between like-minded
partners such as India and
Australia that is helping in
efforts to secure a free, open,
peaceful and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region along with a
rules-based  international
order.

In his virtual address at the
sixth edition of the Australia-
India Leadership Dialogue
(AILD), Jaishankar said a driv-
ing force of the relationship is
the convergence in under-
standing of, and approach to,
the geo-strategicenvironment,
particularly in the common
Indo-Pacific region.

The AILD has quite aptly

betweenlike-minded partners
such as India and Australia,
along with others, thatis help-
ing us in our efforts to secure
afree, open, peaceful and pros-
perous Indo-Pacific region
alongwith arules-based inter-
national order,” Jaishankar
said.

His remarks come amid
China'sgrowing assertiveness
in the Indo-Pacific region.

As strong democracies and
dynamic economies of the
Indo-Pacific, India and
Australiacanmake adifference
through cooperation ona prac-
tical, progressive and sustain-
able agenda, he said,

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar speaks at the
Australia-India Leadership
Dialogue 2023, via a video
conference on Friday.  (PTI)

Australia

adding that it makes them a
force for global good.

Jaishankar said India and
Australia share a deep friend-
ship and this year has turned
out to be a defining one forour
‘dost’,

“We have witnessed many
firsts: the First Annual Leaders
Summit, two visits to India by
Australia’s Prime Minister,
which is a first, an entry into
force of our Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA), record high
bilateral trade, the establish-
mentofaLitile Indiain Sydney,
new Consulates General in
Bengaluruand Brisbane, more
flight connections, Australian
university campuses in India,
recognition of educational
qualifications, mobility agree-
ments, and dare I say, seven
meetings between our foreign
ministers in 2023," he said, It
is also particularly reassuring
to see the strong bipartisan
support that India-Australia
relations enjoy in both the
countries, Jaishankar said.



NEW DELHI, Nov 24 (PTI)

THE Union Health Ministry on Friday said it is
closely monitoring the outbreak of HIN2 and
clusters of respiratory illnesses in children in
China.

Thereis alow risk to India from both the avian
influenza case reported in China as well as the
clusters of respiratory illness, it said. India, the
Ministry said, is prepared for any kind of exi-
gency thatmayemerge from the current influen-
za situation in that country.

Some media reports have indicated cluster-
ing of cases of respiratory illness in children in

China: Govt

northern China for which the World Health
Organisation (WHO) hasalso issued a statement,
it said.

Based on available information, an increase
inincidence of respiratory diseases in China has
been reported in the last few weeks. “The usual
causes of respiratory illness in children have
been implicated and there has been no identi-
fication of an unusual pathogen or any unex-
pectedclinical manifestations,” the Ministrysaid.

Recently, a meeting was held under the
Directorate GeneralofHealth Services todiscuss
the preparedness measures against human cas-
es of avian influenza in the country against the
backdrop ofahumancase of HON2 (avianinfluen-
za virus) in October in China that was reported
to the WHO, it said.

“The overall risk assessment by the WHO indi-
cates alow probability ofhuman to humanspread
and low case fatality rate among human cases
of HIN2 reported to the WHO so far.

The need forstrengthening surveillance among
human, animal husbandry and wildlife sectors
and improving coordination was recognised.



