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alssaid on Saturday;

Kyiv: Russia carried out a
i major drone attack on Ukrai-
: ne overnight, hittiNg infrast-
: ructure facilities andausi

i power outages in more THan
i 400 towns and villages in the
: south, southeast, andnorthof
: the country, Ukrainian offici-

Ukraine air defences shot

: down29out of 38 Iranian-ma-
: de Shahed drones launched
: fromRussian territory, theair
: force said. In a statement, the
: airforcesaid theattack on ge.
: Vveral Ukrainian :
tedfrom 8pm on Friday todam
: stl'ysaidﬁssetﬂements inthe

regions las-

The energy mini

: region inthezsouth'an_d j
: in the Zaporizhzhia reei

the southeast were oyt off

: from electricity after net-
: Wworks

were damaged in the

-------------------------

- bounded Ukraine with hund- ~ a.

RUSstan ministry moves court, seeks ban :
" ‘extremist int'l LGBT public movement

Moscow: Russia’s justice ministry has filed amotion with the
country’s Supreme Court to label what itcalled the
“international LGBT public movement” as extremist andto ban
its operation within Russia, the state TASS news agency
reported late on Friday. Russia toughenedits anti-LGBT laws Jast
year, allowing the authorities to fine any individual or g
organisation foundto have promoted nom'egs;%uauty in public,
online, orinfilms, books oradvertising. Thatlaw expanded
Russia’s previous law against LGBT propaganda that had banned
the-“demon'strat'ion?'-of LGBT hphav_iqurr ;g-gh@ren. REUTERS

strikes. Last winter, Russia ¢

reds of missiles and drones, ia on Satt
leaving millions withoutelec-  police s
tricity, heating, and water du-
ringthe coldestmonths, §

- Ukraine said two first re-
sponders werekilled and at le-

ast seven injured in Russian ‘annexed last
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‘Withdraw military personnel f

MALE, Nov 18 (PTI)

LESS than 24 hours after tak-
ing oath as the President of
Maldives, Mohamed Muizzu
on Saturday formally request-
ed India to withdraw its mili-
tary personnel from his coun-
try, saying the Maldivian peo-
ple have given him a “strong
mandate” to makethis request
to New Delhi.

Muizzu's request camewhen
India’s Union Minister Kiren
Rejiju paid a courtesy call on
the new President at the lat-
ter's office, the Maldivian
President’s Office said ina press
release. The exact number of
Indian military personnel in
the Maldives is not known.

Muizzu, an engineer-turned-
politician, took oath on Friday
as the eighth President of the

aldives’

withdrawal of Indian military
troops from the island nation
is among the issues that need
to be resolved by the two coun-
tries. Whilediscussing the mat-

terwith Rijiju,

inauguration Muizzu also
ceremony. acknowl-

A close edgedthesig-
associate of nificant role
former ofthetwo hel-
Maldives icopters in
President providing
Abdulla Rejiju Muizzu numerous
Yameen, who emergency

forged close ties with China
during his Presidency from
2013 to 2018, Muizzu, 45,
defeatedIndia-friendly incum-
bent Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
in the presidential runoff held
in September. Muizzu had
repeatedly indicated duringthe
election campaign that the

medical evacuations in the
Maldives. Rijiju conveyed his
best wishes to the President,
representing the sentimentsof
the Government and the peo-
ple ofIndia, thestatementsaid.
Rijiju expressed his aspiration
to foster a constructive rela-
tionship with the Maldives.






Flexibility
Armed Forces | by turn of geo

BENGALURU, Nov 18 (PTI)

THE Indian Armed Forces will
haveto operate inan environ-
ment that is rapidly reshaged
by turn of geopolitical eve
and advancements in tech-
nologies that will require flex-
ibility in organisational struc-
tures as well as in mindsets,
Chief of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhansaid on Saturday.

Virtually delivering the
keynote address on Global
Future Security Challenges
at the Synergia Conclave 2023,
he said the path taken today
will decide where India will
be in 2047.

Chauhan said the Indian
armed forces will have to oper-
ate in an environment that is
rapidly reshaped by the turn of
geopolitical events and
advancementsin technologies.

“Thiswill require flexibility in
ourorganisational structuresas
wellasinourmindsets,” hesaid.

in | Operate in environme
cal events rapidly: CDS

Navy plays key role in supporting free
Indo-Pacific region: Admiral Kumar

Reflecting on the nee

alongwithother nations
oremain ahead or at par with
this transformative curve.”

W

Chietf of Defence Staff
General Anil Chauhan

“Our organisational struc-
tures must be capable of mul-
ti-domain operations... They
must be structured for inte-
grated rapid response through

is reshaped

BENGALURU, Nov 18 (PTD)

THE Indian Navy is playing
akeyrolein supportingafree,
open, rule-based and inclu-
sive Indo-Pacific region
whereno countrygetsexclud-
ed, chief of the Indian Navy
Admiral R Hari Kumar said
on Saturday.

The Navy will remain per-
sistent and patient in its
efforts while ensuring a reg-

ular presence in the wider
Indo-Pacific region, Kumar
added.

Addressing a session on
‘Indo-Pacific Challengesand
Way Ahead' at the Synergia
Conclave, Kumar said the
Indian Navy acts as a uniting
force for bringing friends
together to exchange views
and address the common
concerns for holistic mar-
itime security.

acorrectbalance betweencon-
tact, non-contact, kinetic, as
well as non-kinetic options.
Theymustbe flexible and adap-
tive enough to absorband har-
ness niche, emerging, and
destructivetechnology,” hesaid.

Chauhan also addressed the
increasing proclivity among

nations to enter into conflicts
to protect perceived national
interests. He pointed out the
challengesassociated withcon-
flicts initiated by major powers,
citing exampleslike Afghanistan,
Iraq, and Ukraine, where clear
endstagesorexit stralegieswere
often lacking.



: min
ter Rajnath Singh and exter-
nal affairs minister S Jaish-
ankar will hold the second
India-Australia 242 defence
and foreign ministerial dia-
logue with their visiting
counterparts, Richard Mar-
lesand Penny Wong,on'Mon-
day, the government said in
an official announcement,
The ministers are expect-
ed to discuss a wide range of
strategic, defence and secu-
rity issues. Indo-Pacific and
Quad cooperation, amid in-
creasing Chinese nmﬂw-

ness, is expected t¢ ﬂm

prominently in the talks }-' 4

will follow the recen '
US 2+2 ministerial d ‘

ty PM, will travel tc
bad to watch the \ L
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A billboard of PM Modi & Australia
deputy PM Richard Marles, who is
set to visit Ahmedabad for the
World Cup final on Sunday

est, to further advance coop-
eration under the India-Aus-
mmmmmsuﬁt;
gic Partnership. 8

wﬁlahoemhanaehvm on
shared priorities streng-
thening minilateral and mul-
ﬂht-al cmparaﬂan, said
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With end of communication

blackout, UN hopes to
resume aid services t

KHAN YOUNIS, Nov 18 (AP)

INTERNET and phone servi
was partially restored
Gaza Strip on Satu
ing a telecom ications
blackout that forced the United
Nations to shut down critical
humanitarian aid deliveries
because it was unable to co-
ordinate its convoys.

Meantime, anlsraeli airstrike
hitaresidential buildingonthe
outskirts of the town of Khan
Younis, killing at least 26
Palestinians, according to a
doctoratthehospital wherethe
bodies were taken.

Early in the war, the Israeli
military told civilians to flee
northern Gaza, the target of its
ground offensive, butalso kept
up its bombardment in the
southern evacuation zone
where Khan Younis is located.

Israel has signalled plans to
expand its offensive south
while continuingoperationsin
the north, including Gaza City,
where troops were still search-
ing the territory’s biggest hos-
pital, Shifa, for traces of a
Hamas command centre that
Israel alleges was located under
the building - a claim Hamas
and the hospital staff deny.

InKhanYounis, theattackon
early Saturday hit Hamad City,
a middle-class housing devel-
opment built in recent vears
with funding from Qatar. In
addition to the26 people killed,
another20werewounded, said
Dr Nehad Taeima at Nasser
Hospital.

Israel rarely comments on
individual strikes, saying only

t is targeting Hamas and
ing to avoid harm to civil-
ians. In many of the Israeli
strikes, women and children
have been among the dead.

The war, now in its seventh
week, wastriggered by Hamas'
October 7 attack in southern
Israel, in which militants killed
about 1,200 people, mostly
civilians, and abducted some
240 men,womenand children.

More than 11,400
Palestinians have been killed
in the war, two-thirds of them
women and minors, accord-
ing to Palestinian health
authorities. Another 2,700 have
been reported missing,
believed buried under rubble.
The count does not differenti-
atebetweenciviliansandcom-
batants, and Israel says it has
killed thousands of militants.

The UN has warned that
Gaza's 2.3 million people are
runningcritically short of food
and water, but itwas notimme-
diately clear when the agency
for Palestinian refugees, known
as UNRWA, would be able to
resume the deliveryofaid that
was put on hold Friday.

The Palestinian telecom-
munications provider said it
was able to restart its genera-
tors after UNRWA donated fuel.
The end of the communica-
tions blackout meant a return
to news and messages from
journalists and activists in the
besieged enclave on social
media platforms as service
began to return late Friday
night. Gaza's main power plant
shut down early in thewar and
Israel has cut off electricity.



