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India helped contrg/ '

- global inflation by b

Russian oil:

London: External aff;l\imﬁﬁjf

nister S Jaishankar has defen-
ded India’s purchasing of Rus-
sian oil despite Western sanc-
tions, saying it had helped con-
trol global inflation and he
“was waiting for the thank
you”,reports NaomiCanton.

In conversation with for-
mer FT editor Lionel Barber at
the Royal Overseas League

Wednesday, he alsofought back

against accusations by anot-
her journalist that India “had
become illiberal”, saying it did
not need to “curry favour befo-
re aglobal audience” and India
was simply “more Indian”.

On the murder of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, a designated ter-
rorist, Jaishankar said he had
‘not seen any evidence that po-

ints to direct or indirect invol-

vement of the Indian govern-
ment in thekﬂ]ing

>60ntlnued on P 23

FOCUS ON SECURITY

» Jaishankar raises delayed
extradition of Indian fugitives
Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya
with UK govt durlng his 5-day
visit. Also discusses Khalistan
extremism and the safety

of the Indian mission -

> After reports of Khalistan

supporters trying to disrupt
_consular camp in Vancouver,

| India tells Canada it must

follow Vienna norms, P 24

India for freedom of

' navigation: Rajnath
_nd;a isfully committed to fre-
edom of navigation, overfli-

iy -ghtandunlmpededlawfuloo-
" mmerce in international wa-

ters in accordance with global

~ norms, defence minister Raj-
- nath Singh said at the ADMM-

PlusinJakarta P9
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Army’s anti-infiltration operatienin Uri
Key terror launch cemander killed

SRINAGAR, Nov 16 (PTI)

IN A majorblowto terror fgfra-
structure and terror symps
thisers in the Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir, security forces
have eliminated key launch
commander Bashir Ahmad
Malik in an anti-infiltration
operation in the Uri sector, the
Army said on Thursday.

Malik and another terrorist
were killed on Wednesday ina
joint operation, codenamed
Op Kali, by the army and
Jammu and Kashmir Police
along the Line of Control.

“The salient aspect of this
operation is the neutralisation
of Bashir Ahmed Malik, one of
the two terroristskilled. Hewas
an important cog in the
Pakistan-enabled cross-border
terrorism Jammu and Kashmir.
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Security personnel stand guard during an encounter with
militants, in Kulgam, on Thursday.

(PTI)

He was an important terrorist
launch commander for terror
tanzeems (organisations) from
Leepainthe North to the areas
in PoJ&K, opposite Rajouri in
the South,” an Army official
said. The official said Malik,

who was active for the past 30
years, had enabled infiltration
of a number of terrorists who
caused the death of many
Indian citizens, both security
forces personnel as well as
civilians.



MTRASHAKTTINPUNE: India-Sri Lanka joint mili

NEW DELHL, Nov 16 (PTI)

THE ninth edition of a joint
militaryexorcisebetween India
and Srl Lanka commenced on
Thursday in Pune, which will
focus on  achieving an
enhanced level of interoper-
ability among the troops, offi-
cials said.

The 'Exercise MITRA SHAK-
TI-2023' is being conducted
from November 16-29 at
Aundh,

The Indlan contingent of
120 personnel 1s being repre-
sented mainly by troops from
the Maratha Light Infantry
Regiment, the Defence
Ministry said in a statement.

“The Sri Lankan sideis being
represented by personnel from
the 53 Infantry Division. Fifteen
personnel from the Indian Alr

Indian contingent of 120 personnel from the Maratha Light Infantry Regiment
during ‘Exarcise MITRA SHAKTI-2023' from Novembar 16-29 at Aundh, Pune.
Force and five personnel from participating in the exercise,” The aim of the exercise s to

Srl Lankan Alr Force are also

It said.

[ointlyrehearseconduct ofsub-

conventional operations under
Chapter VI of United Nations
Charter.

“The scope of the exercise
Includes synergising joint
responses duringcounter-rer-
rorist operations. Both sides
will practice tactlcal actions
suchasrald, search and destroy
missions, heliborne opera-
tions, etc. In addition, Army
Martial Arts Rootine (AMAR),
combar reflex shooting and
yoga will also form pant of the
exerclsecurriculum,” tadded.

‘Exercise MITRA SHAKTI-
2023" willalso Involve employ-
ment of drones and counter
unmanned aeral systems,
besides helicopters. Drills to
secure helipadsand undertake
casualty evacuarion during
oounter-terrorist operations
will also be rehearsed jointly

Iy exercise underway

by both sides, the statement
said. Collective efforts will
forus  on achieving  an
enhanced level of interoper-
ahilityamongst the troopsand
reduce therisk of lifeand prop-
ertywhile keeping the interests
and agenda of the UN al the
forefront during peace keep-
ing opemtions, officials said.

"Both sides will exchange
views and practices of joint
drills on a wide spectrum of
combatskillsthat will facllitate
the partlelpants to mutually
leam from each other. Sharing
of best practices will further
enhance the level of defence
cooperation between Indian
Armyand the Sri Lankan Army.

The exercise will also fostor
strong  bilateral  relations
between the two neighbour-
Ing nations,” it added.




Pedro Sanchez
reelected as

Spain’s P

MADRID, Nov

SP. actingSocialist Prime
Minister, Pedro Sanchez, was
reelected by a majority of leg-
islatorsinaparliamentaryvote
Thursday, allowing him to form
anew minority leftist coalition
Government.

Sanchez was backed by 179
lawmakersinthe350-seatlow-
er house of parliament. Only
right-wing oppositiondeputies
voted against him.

The vote came after nearly
two days ofdebate among par-
ty leaders that centred almost
entirely on a highlycontrover-

sial amnestydealfor Catalonia’s
separatiststhatSanchez agreed
to in return for vital support to
get elected Prime Minister
again. Sanchez won the vote
after clinching the support of
six smaller parties — includ-
ingtwo Catalan separatist par-
ties — in recent weeks, allow-
ing him to achieve the major-
ity of lawmakers needed to be
reelected and form another
minority coalition government
with the left-wing Sumar
(Joining Forces) party.
Spain'sinconclusive nation-
al elections on July 23 left a
highly-fractured Parliament.
The centre-right Popular Party
received the most votes in the
elections but failed to get
enough support to form a
Government because of its
alliances with the far-right Vox
party, which finished third.
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- UGC syncs PG, UG cour

togive students fle

Learners Can Now Switch Disciplines, £

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: New post gradu-
ate programmes will come in
three-formats—one-year, two
year and five-year integrat-
ed— with flexibility to move
from one discipline of study
to another and for students
who qualify undergraduate
(UG) with a double major to
opt for any of the two subjects
they have majored in.

. In conformity with the
restructured undergraduate
programmes, the University
Grants Commission ap-
proved thenew “Curriculum
and Credit Framework for
Postgraduate Programmes™
in its November 3 meeting
and it would be notified on
Saturday. \

Asperthe National Educa-
tion Policy 2020, the UG de-
gree was restructured to ei-
ther three or four-year dura-
tion with appropriate certifi-
cations — UG certificate after
one year in a discipline or
field including vocational and
professional areas, or a UG di-
plomaafter twoyearsof study,
or a bachelor’s degree after a
three-year course. The four-
year bachelor’s programme,
however, is the preferred op-

RESTRUCTURING HIGHER EDUCATION

tion asit allows a whole range
of multidisciplinary educa-
tion in addition to a focus on
the chosen majorand minors.

Syncing the PG pro-
gramme with the restruc-
tured UG, apartfrom theflex-
ibility to shift from one disci-
pline to another, as per the

new curriculum, also gives
anopportunity tolearnersto:

choose the courses of their

interest and to switch to al-
. four-semester master’s pro-
~ gramme therequn'ementls a
min.imum nf 120 credits at

Higher Education Qualifica-
tions Framework (NHEQF),
higher education gualifica-
tions are classified along a
continuum of levels from lev-
el 4.5 to level 8. For example,
for a 1-year/2-semester mas-
ter’s programme the require-
ment is a bachelor’s degree
with honours/ honours with
research with a minimum of
160 credits at level 6.5 on the
'NHEQF, and for a two-year/

discipline of master’s pro-
grammes if the student quali-
fies the national level or uni-
versity level entrance exam-
inationinthediscipline of the
master’'s programine.

The document also speaks
about universities offering
master’s programmes in core
areas suchas Machine Learn-
ing as well as multidisciplin-
ary fields “Al + X” and profes-
sional areas like health care,
agriculture, and law. It stated
that the PG framework should
beinsyncwith National Cred-
it Framework (NCrF) for the
creditization of all learning
and assignment, accumula-
tion, storage, transfer and re-
demption of credits, subject

with facility to pursue two
academicprogrammessimul-
taneously —twofull-timeaca-
demic programmes in the
physical mode provided that
there is no overlap of class




