India’s power consumption grows
to 984.39 hillion units i

B The Power Ministry
had estimated the
country’s electricity
demand to to
GW during summer

NEW DELHI, Nov 5 (PTI)

INDIA'S power consumption
grew 9.4 per cent to around
984.39 billionunitsin the April-
October period this fiscal com-
pared to a yearago mainly due
to improvement in economic
activities and weather condi-
tions. Power consumption in
the April-October period in fis-
cal year2022-23 was899.95 bil-
lion units, according to Power
Ministry data.

Anotherindicator, peak pow-
er demand, was also higher at
nearly 241 GW during the April-
October period this fiscal
against 215.88 G\Win the same
period in 2022.

The
sul

IV's power con-
n grew nearly 22 per
tto138.94 billion units (BU)
in October, showing a surge in
electricity demand due to fes-
tivitiesand increased economic
activities. In the same month
ayearago, power consumption
stood at113.94 BU, higherthan
112.79billionunitsrecorded in

October 2021, as per
Government data.
AspokespersonofTata Power

Delhi Distribution Ltd said, “In
thelast couple of months, elec-
tricity consumption has gone
up substantially.”

In October 2023, the power
consumption in Tata Power-
Delhi Distribution Ltd area of
operation went up by around
10.16 per cent to 845 MUs (
million units), compared to 767
MUSs in October 2022.

“The demand has remained
higher mainly due to delays in
winter onset this year. The fes-

-October

tive activities in the month of
October have also contributed
to the demand phenomena,”
the spokesperson explained.

However, the spokesperson
stated that due to mild sum-
mer this year, the electricity
consumption during April-May
was substantiallylowerin com-
parison to the same period
last year.

The spokesperson pointed
out that the demand started
inching up since July due to
extreme humid conditions.

The PowerMinistryhad esti-
mated the country’s electrici-
ty demand to touch 229 G\W
during summer.

The demand did not reach
theprojected level in April-July
due to unseasonal rain.

The peak supply, however,
touched anewhighof224.1 GW
in June before dropping to
209.03 GWinJuly. Peak demand
touched 238.19 GW in August.
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Beirut/Jerusalem:Hezbol-
l1ah said it fired multiple grad
rocketsat thenorther: ; eh
town of Kiryat Shmoha
Sunday in retaliation for™ay

Israeli strike in South Leba- Bllnken
non that it said had Killed a ced VISittolraq onSunday to
ﬂmnananaﬂu-ee children. In tamp down tensions in West
a statement, the Lebanese mi- 2 =AEEWY  Asia. Afteran earliervisﬁtothe
ion s_aid its attack AnIsraeli tank near Gaza border  oce led
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Need to shift away from foods
that add to climate change
problem: President Murmt

President Droupadi Murmu presents an award during the valedictory session
of World Food India 2023, in New Delhi on Sunday. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Nov 5 (PTD)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu on
Sunday said there is a need to shift
away from those foods which add to
climate change problemand opt for
healthy foods that do not cause any
harm to nature.

She was speaking at the valedic-
tory session of the three-day World
Food India event (November 3-5) in
the national capital.

“We must consider the environ-
mental cost of what we eat. The pre-
viousgenerations did not have to wor-
ry on this count,” Murmu said.

“Thetimehas comewhenwe have
to choose our menu in a way that
avoids any harm to nature,” she
added.

The President called for shifting
away fromthose foodsthataffect cli-
mate and moving towards environ-
ment-friendly menu.

“We needto make consciousdeci-
sions to shift away from those foods

that add to the problem of climate
changeand toshifttowardstheones
thatare good for not only our health
but also for the health of the plan-
et,” Murmu said.

Food Processing Industries
Minister Pashupati Kumar Paras said
there is a great potential in this sec-
tor.

He said the food processing con-
tributes 75 per cent to India’s total
agricultural exports.

MoUs for investments of around
Rs 35,000 crore were signed during
the three-day event, Paras said,
addingthat the programme has been
successful with the efforts of all the
stakeholders.

On the first day of World Food
India, a total of 16 Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) were signed
between the food processing min-
istry and various industry entities.

These agreements amounted toa
total investmentofaroundRs 17,990
crore.






