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of prayers at 9.35am, police
said. The centre was the ve-
nue of athree-day Jehovah'’s
Witnesseseventsince Friday.

Survivors said they heard
three explosions within se-
conds, with thefirst one being

powerful, followed by\ two.

smaller ones. “I found a wo-
man inflames lying face down
on the floor. I grabbed a hose
from the fire-safety system
and sprayed water over her to
douse the flames, but she was
dead seconds later,” said Mar-
cel, a participant from Var-

- apuzha. The woman hadn't be-

en identified till 1ate Sunday.
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UN chief meets

Guterres on Sunday called on
Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ after
arriving here on first official
visit to the Himalayan nation.

Guterres also held separate
meetings with the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Defence Purna Bahadur
Khadka and Foreign Minister
Narayan Prakash Saud.

InapostonX, Nepal’s Prime
Minister’s office said a meet-
ing was held between PM
Prachanda and UN chief
Guterres, who is here on an
official visit to Nepal at the
friendlyinvitation of the Prime
Minister.

Guterres said that the tran-

"Dy PM

sitional justice processinNepal
that the Government is trying
to conclude must help bring
peace to victims, families and
communities.

Addressing the media after
meeting Prime Minister
Prachanda, the UN chief
pledged the world body’s sup-
port to Nepal to develop a
process that meets interna-
tional standards, the Supreme
Court’s rulings, and the needs
of victims - and to put it into
practice, My Republica news-
paper reported.

In a joint press briefing with
Prime Minister Prachanda, the
UN chief urged developed
countries to increase support
tocountries like Nepal that are
hard-hit by the impacts of cli-
mate change.




India, Kazakhstan to
conduct 15-day mii
exercise fr

NEW DELHI, Oct 29 (PT])

INDIA and Kazakhstan will begin
onMondaya 13-day megawargame
in the Kazakh military base of Otar
withafocusonboosting their count-
er- terror cooperation.

The Indian contingent compris-
ing 120 personnel fromthe Armyand
the Indian Air Force left for
Kazakhstan on Sunday to participate
in the seventh edition of the exer-
cise ‘Kazind-2023." “In this edition
of the exercise, both sides will prac-
tice conduct of counter terrorism
operations.”



Toll Likely To =
Rise As Many

Feared Trapped
Nalla.Babu@timesgroup.com

Vizianagaram: At least 10
people died and 25 were inju-
red when a passenger train
travelling from Visakhapat-
nam to Rayagada derailed af-
ter colliding with the Visak-

id: “Three
volved in the accident.”
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As the coaches were “un.
reserved”, the details of the
deceased passengers remain :
unknown. Officials fear that
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ped inside the mangled coa-
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Jaishankar on 4-day visi
Portugal, Italy fro

NEW DELHI, Oct 29 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs r S
Jaishankarwillpaya four-dayvis-
it to Portugal and Italy from
Tuesday with an aim to further
bolster India’s bilateral ties with
the two key European nations.

In the first leg of the trip,
Jaishankar will visit Portugal on
October 31 and November 1,
according to the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA).

The external affairs minister
willbe inItalyon November2 and
3. “During the visit to Portugal,
the external affairs minister will
hold discussions with his coun-
terpart Foreign Minister Joao
Gomes Cravinho on the entire
range of bilateral relations and
onregional and multilateral issues

mutual interest,” the MEAsaid.
[t said the minister is expected
to meet the Portuguese leadership,
members of the Portugal-India
Parliamentary Friendship Group
and the Indian community in
Portugal.

From Portugal, Jaishankar will
travel to Italy. “The external affairs
minister will meethis counterpart
Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani,
Minister of Defence and Minister
for ‘Made in Italy’. He is also
expected to meet the top leader-
ship ofthe country,” the MEA said
in a statement.

It said he would be addressing
the Joint Session of the Senate’s
External Affairs and Defence
Commission, and the EU Affairs
Commission and India-Italy
Parliamentary Friendship Group.



