


Israel ‘accidentally’ fires at Egyptian

post; 2nd aid convoy on w

Cairo: A second convoy of aid
trucks entered the-Egyptia
side of the Rafah borde
ing on Sunday, heading towa-

SS-

bl ad caused “minor inju-
es” said Israel had “immedi-
ately expressed its regret over
the unintentional incident and

rds the Gaza Strip, accordingto 3 an mvestlgatlon isunderway”.

Egyptian securlty and hUman-
itarian sources. Shortly aftei;

the convoy enterea the cross- .

ing, witnesses said a blast was

heard in the v1cm1ty a:nd that*;

ambulances could be heard de-
ploying from. the - Egyptlan
side. Sevenpeople werewound-
ed and taken to hospital, a wit-'
ness and amedical source sald

A total of around 19 trucks
m Sunday S convoy carrying
" medical and food supplies had
 been inspected by the UN’s Pal-
estinian refugee agency; the
_ sources said. A first convoy of
20 trucks of badly needed sup-
plies had entered Gaza on Sat-
~urday through Rafah. Distri-
~ bution of those supphes began

- The Israeli military sa,ld " 'on Sunday but aid officials are
oneof 1tstankshadacmdental R '"Warnmg of a humanitarian di-
lyfired andhltanEgjrthan po-‘*r saster as suppl;les of food, wa-
sition near the border; express-  ter and fuel run low. UN offi-
mgsorrow for the incident but _ cials say at least 100 trucks a

giving no further details. The' 'day would be required in Gaza

Egypt]an military sézid *’ﬂie‘

paiy poswestres r

tefgrees’ r‘n sonpree H! ’“!"U' "" 1.5

to cover urgent needs msmns
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GUWAHATI, Oct 22 (IANS)

TROOPS of Trishakti Corps of
Armyalongwith Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) assisted by

are undertaking opesas
a massive scale to reconnect
North Sikkim, officials said.

Lieutenant Colonel
Mahendra Rawat, defence PRO
at Guwahati said that while
BRO is trying to reconnect the
main route Mangan-Tung-
Chungthang, troops of
Trishakti Corpsalongwith BRO
and assistance of locals and
civiladministration is making
efforts to open up the alter-
nate route Mangan- Sanklang
- Theng - Chungthang.

“This requires construction
of two bailey bridges over
Teesta River at Mangan-
Sanklang Crossing. Working
round the clock, the first bridge
was completed on Sunday,” he

Troops of Indian Amy’s Trishakti Corps undertaking construction of
Bailey Bridge over the Teesta river in North Sikkim on Sunday. (ANI)

said. Notably, areas of North
Sikkim ahead of Mangan have
remained cutoffsince October
4. As an immediate response,
foot bridges and zip lines were
constructed at Chungthang
and Sanklang-Mangan
Crossing.

The officer said that these
have enabled movement of
people on foot and provision

of relief material through the
ziplinesestablished. According
to Rawat, due to large-scale
damage to mainroad Mangan-
Tung-Chungthang, fresh align-
ment of road through Naga
Village isbeing made before the
damaged bridge site at Toong
can be approached and a new
bridge constructed which will
take some time.






- IMEEC work begins with
%351 crore rlys planto—
 link 8 ports or

Sidhartha@timesgroup.caf

New Delhi: Put ' aside con-
cerns over the India Middle

East Europe Economic Corri- .

dor (IMEEC)due tothe tension
in West Asia, the government
has begun work on the project
in all earnest. Indian Railways
isreadywithaRs3.51akhcrore
plan to link eight ports on the
west coast, including Karwar,
and the proposed one in Vadha-
van, with its network and bol-
ster the link in the east.

- While the shipping mini-
stry is looking for more Cues,
: customs authorities have been
: alerted about the need to ensu-

: refacilitation and accordingly

: tweak rules. Work on Vadha-
: wan port is expected to com-
: mence in a few months, with
: capacity at some of the exis-
: ting ports also proposed to be

: augmented. A senior govern-
: ment official said c?nsu}ta
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wvest coast
'‘NO GAZA IMPACT’

» Railways to link eight ports
on the west coast with its
network, boost link in the east

» Will step up investment to
improve connectivity so the
ports can be reached within
36 hours from any part of the
country: Minister Vaishnaw

> Amid West Asia tension,
govt maintains there will be
no impact on the project

e e e —
tions with stakeholders had :

begun so that the project could

berolled out quickly. :

IMEEC is aimed at redu-
cing transit time, while ope-
ning new markets and redu- :
cing reliance on shipping go- :

~ods to Europe via Suez Canal.
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India-Canada Diplomatic row

‘Vienna convention
provides for
Diplomatij

INDIA invoked the provision of parity in Canada’s diplomatic
presence in the country in view of concerns over interference in
New Delhi’s affairs by Canadian personnel, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said while addressing the Kautilya
Economic Conclave closing plenary session.

The External Affairs Minister also said that India is likely to
resume issuance of visas to Canadians if it sees progress in the
safety of Indian diplomats in Canada.

“If we see progress in safety of our diplomats in Canada, we
would like to resume issuance of visas there," Jaishankar said at
an event while replying to a question on India-Canada ties.

On downsizing Canada’s diplomatic presence in India, he said
diplomatic parity is very much provided for in the Vienna
Convention on diplomatic relations.

¢ No danger is too
distant anymore.
Consequences of
various conflicts in
a globalised world
spread far beyond
immediate
geographies. 77

*Parity Is very much provided for by the Vienna Convention,
which is the relevant international rule on this. In our case, we
invoked parity because we had concerns about continuous
interference in our affairs by Canadian personnel,” Jaishankar
said. Canada has already withdrawn 41 of its diplomats from
India. Canadian Foreign Minister Melanie Joly, announcing the
return of the diplomats from Indla, on Thursday described New
Delhi’s action “contrary to international law,” and in violation of
the Vienna Convention on diplomatic relations. India has
already rejected the charge. Jaishankar said the relationship
between India and Canada right now is going through a difficult
phase, adding that India has problems with certain segment of
Canadian politics.

Any expectation that conflicts and terrorism can be contained
in their impact is no longer tenable, External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar sald on Sunday. In an address at an event,
Jaishankar, delving into geopolitical upheavals witnessing the
world, said the ripple impact of what is taking place right now
in the Middle East is still not entirely clear.

(Canid on page 5)



