Armymen locate new peaks, b
cloudburst while on missie

GUWAHATI, Oct 17 (PTI)

FOR Colonel Ranveer Singh
Jamwal and his team, it was
meant to be a night of gest and
relief on the foothills%gf the
Himalayas in Sikkim aftel"se
cessfully undertaking a novel
mission of hoisting the
Tricolour on the highest peak
of all States of the country.

But the night of October 3
turned into one of the most
scariest as it was a 10-minute
window which saved them
from near-certain death as a
cloudburst created havoc in
Sikkim, from which it is
still grappling to come back to
normalcy.

“We had climbed the last
peak of the missiononOctober
2, Mt Jongsong in Sikkim. The
next day, we were staying
overnight at an ITBP post in
Janak. We had hardly sighed in
relief of completing our mis-
sion when around 10 pm, the

first waters came gushing in,”
Col Jamwal told PTI here. “Our
team managed to get out with
our stuff in 10 minutes, and
being mountaineers, our
firstinstinct tookusup the hills.
And thatwindowof10minutes
and running up to the hills
rather than down saved us, |
think,” he said.

Jamwal was leading a team
ofabout20, comprising moun-
taineersand otherlogistic sup-
port staff, from the National

Institute of Mountaineering
and AdventureSports (NIMAS)
on a mission to hoist the
National Flag on the highest
peakofall 28 States ofthe coun-
try. ‘Mission Har Shikhar
Tiranga - Ek Muhim
Matrabhumi Ke Lie’ was
launched from Arunachal
Pradeshon October 16lastyear,
with the finalsummitscaled in
Sikkim earlier this month. The
expedition was carried out
under the MinistryofDefence.
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warrant for him in March, Pu-
tinand hisentourageflew into
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Army begins process to

NEW DELHI, Oct 17 (PTI)

THE Army has rolled out
process to procure six fast
patrol boats, eightlanding craft
assault (LCA) and 118 inte-
grated surveillance and tar-
geting systems fordeployment
inborderareasaspartofefforts
to enhance its combat capa-
bilities, officials said on
Tuesday.

The fast patrol boats are
being procured primarily for
surveillance inlarge water bod-
ies, including the Pangonglake
in eastern Ladakh.

The Indian and Chinese

rtain friction points along
the Line of Actual Control in
eastern Ladakheven as the two
sides completed disengage-
ment from several areas fol-
lowing extensive diplomatic
and military talks.

TheArmyhasalreadyissued
the request for information
(RFI) orinitial tenders for pro-
curement of the fast patrol
boats, LCAs and integrated sur-
veillance and targeting sys-
tems, the officials said.

The RFI for fast patrol boats
said the vessels should be

boats, LCAs

“rugged and versatile so as to
facilitate seamless execution
of small team insertion, sur-
veillance, reconnaissance and
patrolling” and that they should
be capable of operatingacross
a varying matrix of terrain and
conditions.

It said the indigenously-
developed boats should have
a maximum speed of 29 knots
(at sea state level 2) with eight
people on board.

The initial tender for LCAs
said they are planned to be
deployed for search and rescue
operations in Creek area and
river basins.



Defence Ministry seals
construction of s

NEW DELHI, Oct 17

THE Defence MinistryonTuesday
said it signed a contract with
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd
forconstructionofthefirst Indian
Coast Guard training ship at a
cost of Rs 310 crore.

It would be the first dedicated
training platform with integral
helicopter capabilities that will
provide basic seatraining to Coast
Guard personnel and otherinter-
national trainee officers, accord-
ing to the Ministry.

or GG

“The Ministry of Defence
signed a contract for the con-
struction of one training ship for
the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) with
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd,
Mumbaiata cost of Rs310crore,”
it said.

The ministry said the training
ship with advanced and modern
high-tech surveillance and mon-
itoring systems will provide “pro-
found insightand expertise” to the
ICG cadets on the challenges at
seawhile ensuring the security of
coastline and offshore assets.



' Several mega-projects

‘way for IMEEC, say

Chittaranjan Tembhekar
& Dipak Dash | tny

: Mumbai/ New Delhi:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said like
the Silk Route of the past
that accelerated the global

economy, the India-Middle -

East Europe Economic Cor-
: ridor (IMEEC) will trans-
: form the picture of new
: global trade. The PM also
: saidIndia will take up sever-
al projectssuch as the devel-

: opment of the next genera-
tion mega port, internation-
: al container trans-ship-
: ment port, island
development, inland water-
ways, and multi-modal hubs
as a part of the cross-coun-
try economic corridor plan.
Addressing the Global
Maritime India Summit
virtually, Modi said, “The
operation of this corridor
will result in reduction in
cost of business, improve
logistical efficiency, cut en-
vironmental degradation

Addressmg the Global Mantlme lndra Surnmlt wrtually on msday.

PM Modi compared the IMEEC with the Silk Route of the past

and create jobs. This is a
great opportunityfor inves-
tors to become part of this
campaign and join India.”
Sources said the Centre
has started mapping tasks
for augmenting the capaci-
ty of ports on the western
coast — JNPT, Kandla,
Mumbai and Mundra —
and also plans to start work

for the development of Rs
65,500 crore greenfield port

at 'Vadhéwan in Maharhsh-

tra in December. The gov-
ernment aims to make this
largest port with a natural

“draft of about 20 metres

close to the shore fully
ready tomeetthe additional
demand that would be gen-
erated dueto the IMEEC.

The Prime Minister also

laid the foundation stone for
projectsworth more thanRs
23,000 crore that are ahgned
with the Indian maritime

blue economy and hlgh

odi

Of New Global Trade’

lighted the government’s fo-
cuson theship-buildingand
repair sector as he pointed
out to the manufacturing
of indigenous aircraft car-
rier INS Vikrant as the
proof of India’s capacity.
“India is going to be-
come one of the top five
ship-building nations inthe
comingdecade. Our Mantra
is ‘Make in India — Make
forthe world,” headded.
Modi said the govern-
ment is putting efforts to
make major ports in India
carbon-neutral via anet-zero
strategy for the sector. “We
are moving towards a future
where the Blue Economy
will be the medium to create
aGreen Planet,” he added.
Recalling how the en-
tire world was marred by
the uncertainties of the
Covid-19 pandemic when
the summit took place in
2021, Modi said now in the
changing world order, the
world is looking towards
Indiawithnewaspirations.
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