Mobs Try To
Storm Family
Homes Of CM

And A BJP MLA

Prabin.Kalita@timesaroup.com

Guwahati: Violence in Mani-
pur escalated further on
Thursday as large mobs defied
curfewand attempted tostorm
the ancestral home of chief
minister N Biren Singh in Im-
phal East and the residence
of BJP legislator Kebi Devi
in Imphal West, triggering
hours-long battles befween
security forces and protesters.
To halt the mobs’ progress
in both locations, security
forces resorted to tear-gas
shelling. Manipur police
sald both houses were secure
and adequately protected.
The protests began Tues-
day over the disappearance
and suspected killing of two
students — 17-vear-old girl Hi-
jam Linthoingambi and 20-
year-old youth Phijam Hemjit
— who were last seen together
onamotorbike on July 6.
Over the past two days,
clashes have been reported
from multiple locations, leav-
ing many people and more
thanadozen police personnel
wounded. Two students were
wounded by pellets that secu-
rity forces fired to disperse
protesters marching towards
the CM’s official residence in
Imphal city on Wednesday A
97-vearold man was also
wounded when he was struck
by astray bullet in the back.
The nightlong violence
continued into the early hours
of Thursday, as a mob targeted

Imphal West
s deputy commis-

three vehicles, one of which be-
longed to police. They assault-

ed a policeman and snatched

setting fire to

AFP

Firefighters in action after a vehicle was torched by miscreants near
the deputy commissioner's office in Imphal West on Wednesday

Tribal banker attacked in Assam

| tribal from Manipur's Churachandpur working as manager

‘L of a public sector bank in Assam's Hailakandi district
was attacked and seriously injured on Wednesday, reports
BB Goswami. Three persons from another community have been
held, though the mainaccused is absconding, Assam police said.

L Tun Khan Siam is in ICU with a head injury after being hit with
bricks. Police, however, clarified that the assault had nothing to
do with the ethnic strife in Manipur, but stemmed from a spatone
ofthe accused had with the manager over opening anaccount.

Siam said in his FIR that he was shoppinginthe Lalaareaon
his way back home from work when some persons started
abusing himin English for his ethnicity and questioned why he
was there, Siam said he ignored them and went to a nearby fish
market. However, the men followed him, blocked his road and
started assaulting him. Siam said his cries for help drew a crowd,
and the attackers fled. Some organisations from the community
to which the attackers belonged have condemned the assault.

Curfew will be temporarily
lifted in Imphal East and West
districts forsix hoursfromSam
on Friday to allow residents
to purchase essential items.

Peace rallies were orga-
nised by various student
unions and they condemned
the actions of security forces:
agamstpmtestersnn’t‘tmday
and Wednesday The govern-
ment formed a committee to
investigate mmplni.nta of ex-
ﬁm ﬁ:ree used on prohan-

lmﬂr lpm? ﬂloﬂtri :.
his weapon. Mobs also blocked - shack- batons, ‘and. batons, tlon of CRPF officer Rajeev
vs;‘-u?;} roads within the city  tocontrolthe protesters, Singh,aTripuracadreofficets &
urning tyres and logs, mh@qip : “tolead the Manipur police
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_and stones (marbles) against

for Protection of Child Rights
has called upon security
forces to exercise restraint
and discourage the use of
batons, tear gas, and rubber
bullets “arbitrarily and
abruptly” againstteenagers.
“There were several pro-
tests and rallies in connection
with the viral photos of dead
bodies (purportedly) of two
missing students. Miscreants
in the crowd used iron pieces
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Srinagar SSP

repatriated to

Manipur amid
fresh unrest

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Amid a fresh bout
of violent protests in Manipur,
this time over the kidnapping
and killing of two students,
the central gov-
ernment has
cut short: the
inter-cadre
deputation of
Srinagar’'s se- |
nior superin- - A
tendent of police (SSP)
Rakesh Balwal, a Manipur
cadre TPS officer, and repa-
triated him tohis parent cadre.
Balwal, who led many im-
portant anti-terror operations
as the Srinagar SSP whilealso
getting a strong grip on the
law and order situation there,
will be returning to Manipur
almost a year ahead of the
end-date of his inter-cadre
deputation. The Manipur gov-
ernment had sought his pre-
mature repatriation around
20days back, as per sources.
The home ministry had
approved Balwal's deputa-
tion to AGMUT' cadre for
three years in October 2021,
However, sources said a need
wasfelt lately to have more of:
ficers who are perceived as
“neutral” amid the deep eth-
nicdivide thathas pitted local
communities like Meitis and :
Kukis against one another. It :
was precisely for this reason
that two key postings were
made right at the outset of vi-
olence in Manipur — the ap- :
pointment of retired IPS offi- :
‘cer and CRPF ex.chief Kul- |
diep Singh as security advis- :
er to Manipur government :
and and inter-cadre deputs-
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Justice should be
easy, accessmle

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmusaid that justice
in the country should be easy, accessible and
fast. President Murmu said that justice should
not become so expensive that it goes out of
reach of the common man. For this, there is a
need to strengthen institutional efforts. With
this belief, if the Nyay Bhavan is ready, it will
give new energy to the judges, lawyers and
employees to perform their duties together.
President Droupadi Murmu onWednesday laid
the foundation stone for the newsprawling High
Court building in [IITDM campus.

The President said “I have had earlier said
that the people of the judiciary and the police
should thinkand find a solution for those who
are in jail for minor crimes. This is the country
of ‘Panch Parmeshwar’. I believe that the dis-
pute resolution system should be further
strengthened. This will also reduce the burden
onthe judiciary. Murmu said that today’s foun-
dation stone laying is an important step. For
this I congratulate the CM of Madhya Pradesh
and the officials of the High Court.”

Governor Mangubhai Patel, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, ChiefJustice of Madhya
Pradesh High Court Justice Ravi Malimath and
Advocate General ofMadhya Pradesh Prashant
Singh, Judges of the High Court, District Court,
Jabalpur Collector Superintendent of Police,
UnionMinister Pahlad Singh Patel, MayorJagat
BahadurSingh,members State Bar Council were
present on the occasion.
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Li Shangfumisse

SN meeting attended by
: President Xi Jinping, bolste-
: ring reports he’s being inves-
. tigated for corruption and has
: been removed from his role.
- L, who also holds the title of
. state  councillor, “wasn’t
: among the partici-
: pants of a Politburo
study session on Wed-

: nesday,accordingtovi- §
: deo footage aired on |[EiFEEE
© state broadcaster Chi- fp &8

: naCentral Television. R

. Li’'s absence marked the
: firsttimehe’smissed an event
: he was expected to attend sin-
: ce US officials earlier this
: month said they had intelli-
: gence indicating he’d been re-
: moved from his post.

: A Chinese defence mini-
. stry spokesperson, senior Col
: WuQiansaidina one-senten-
: ce response Thursday that he
: was “not aware of the situa-
. tion”, in the ministry’s first
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sublic commentson the disap-
pearance of the defence mini-
ster from public view.

Li hasn’t been seen since
giving a speech on August 29.
Heisthesecondsenior official
to disappear this year, follo-
wing former foreign minister
Qin Gang, who was removed
from office in July.

Qin Gang was also
absent from Wednes-

.o day’s meeting, where

™ 8 Xjurgedofficialstosa-

gl | feguard national secu-

#8 ity as China opens to
the outside world.
Li’s disappearance and
Qin’s ouster have been fodder
for Xi’s critics. The disappea-
rance of officials without ex-
planation isnot uncommon in
China and often followed
monthslater by theannounce-
ment of criminal chargesaga-
inst the person. The disappea-
rance of two sitting ministers
inrapid succession, though,is
unusual. AGENCIES
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Onus with private sector to lead cou
on sustainable growth

B “Indiais on t
there is no doubt
about it. India has the
largest working age
population in the
world, (and) resilient
physical and digital
institutions,” he said

NEW DELHI, Sept 27 (PTI)

THE Government is facilitat-
ing holistic development but
theonusliesontheprivate sec-
tortolead thecountryonasus-
tainable growth trajectory, NITI
Aayog Vice-Chairman Suman
Bery said on Wednesday.

The private sector con-
tributes40 percentof Research
and Development (R&D) inthe
country, while its share in
developed countries is 70 per

yBerysaid, while address-
ing an event organised by the
Public Affairs Forum of India
(PAFI).“Ifweareto transit from
the middle income trap, the
private sector needs to enhance
its contribution to R&D
through its own investments
and under corporate social
responsibility,” the NITIAayog
VC said.

The onus is on the private
sector to lead us on a sustain-
able growth trajectory, Bery
said. He said, the relationship
between the public and pri-
vate sectors needs to be rede-
fined in the Amrit Kaal, to lead
the country to a path of sus-
tainable growth.

Beryfurthersaid that India’s
take-off moment has arrived,
backed by the advantage of
having the world's largest
working population and
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resilient physical and digital
institutions. “This is India’s
take-off moment. 1/5th of
humanity will have rising liv-
ing standards,” he said.

“India is on the move, there
is no doubt about it. India has
the largest working age popu-
lation in the world, (and)
resilient physical and digital
institutions,” he said.

Beryalso pointed attheneed
to address significant chal-
lenges, including managing
urbanisation, making regula-
tions consistent and continu-
ous, and adapting to disrup-
tive technologies.

Noting that India has the
advantage ofhaving thelargest
arable land,Bery said the issue
of raising agricultural produc-
tivity and having opportuni-
ties for displacedlabourisabig
challenge.









