EAM asks UN member
States not to allow ‘political

convenience’ to deter

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar speaks at the General
Debate of the 78th session of United Nations General
Assembly, in New York, on Tuesday. (PTI)

B Respect for
territorial integrity
and non-
interference in
internal affairs
cannot be
“exercises in
cherry picking”,
says Jaishankar

H By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Sept 26 (PTI)

INDIA on Tuesday asked the
UN member states not to
allow*“politicalconvenience”
to determine responses to
terrorism, extremism and
violence, inaveiled attack on
Canada amidst the diplo-
maticstandoffoverthekilling
of a Khalistani separatist.
Addressing the 78th UN
General Assembly session
here, External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar alsosaid respect
for territorial integrity and

non-interference in internal
affairs cannot be “exercises
in cherry picking” as he
asserted that the days when
a few nations set the agenda
and expected otherstofall in
line are over.

“We must never again
allowan injusticelike vaccine
apartheid to recur. Climate
action too cannot continue
to witness an evasion of his-
torical responsibilities. The
power of markets should
not be utilised to steer food
and energy from the needy
to the wealthy.

“Nor must we counte-
nance that political conven-
ience determines responses
to terrorism, extremism and
violence. Similarly, respect
for territorial integrity and
non-interference in internal
affairs cannot be exercisesin
cherrypicking,” the Minister
said, in an apparent refer-
ence to the US, which

(Contd on page 5)
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WHY IS TRUDEAU SO DESPERATE

AD Pierre Yves
Elliott
Trudeau,
father of
Canadian
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, been alive today,
he would have probably
been a little embarrassed, if
not distressed, to see his
beloved country has
become a home of small
migrant Sikh terrorst
groups hopelessly engl-
neering to separate the
Indian State of Punjab,
almost 11,500 kms away, to
make It an Independent
State of Khalistan. Pierre
Trudeau himself spear-
headed the role in decisive-
ly defeating the Quebec
separatist movement of the
19705 and 1980s. A charis-
matic and controversial fig-
ure, Plerre Truceau was
arguably Canada's best-
known politician, both at
home and abroad.
Unfortunately, Pierme
Trudeau did litle to
restrain Wegal entry of
Khalistani Sikh terrorists
into his county even after
they bomb-raked a fully
loaded Alr-India passenger
flight in the mid-1980s. He
also failed to take an exem-
plary action to nab and
punish those Canada-
based Sikh terrorists and
their organisatons
involved in bombing the
intermnational passenger
alrcraft. He followed one
principle to get the Quebec
separalist movement
demolished and another
one to support the anti-
India Khalistani movement
by a small group of terror-
Ists operating out of his
beloved homeland,
Canacda.
lustine Trudeau appears
to be ‘like father, lke son.'
The Khallstani Sikh terror-
Ist groups continue o
prosper in Canada. desplie
violent inter-group rival-
ries, killings and attacks on
non-sikh Indian settlers
and students in the coun-
try. Without exception, all
killings deserve strong con-
demnation and speedy
Investigation. While
Trudeau's deep concem for
the June 18 killing of
Canada-based Hardeep
Simgh Nijjar, known o be a
top leader of Khallstan
Tiger Force, is understand-
able, it Is not clear why he
wants India'’s oificial “coop-
eration” in his Government
probe. As of now, there Is
nothing 1o establish that
there was an Indian
Government hand in the

p leader of Khalistan Tiger

Force, is understandable, it is not clear why he
wants India’s official “cooperation” in his
Government probe. As of now, there is nothing
to establish that there was an Indian
Government hand in the Nijjar killing. It is pos-
sible that Trudeau may have little faith in the
investigation capability of his own Government
agencies, which took nearly two decades to
close the case of the mid-air bombing of a Air
India’s Boeing 747 flight from Toronto to
Bombay by Khalistani terror groups on June
23, 1985, killing 329 passengers, of which 280
were Canadian citizens. Why is Trudeau so
desperate to solve the Nijjar killing case,
involving only a single Canadian citizen?

Nijjar killing. It is
possible that
Trudeau may
have little faith in
the investigation
capability of his
own Government
agencies, which
took nearly two decades to
close the case of the mid-
alr bombing of a Air India's
Boelng 747 Might from
Toronto to Bombay by
Khalistanl terror groups on
June 23, 1985, killing 329
passengers, including 22
crew members, on boand.
This was despite the fact
that of those killed, 280
were Canadian cliizens.
Why is Trudleau so desper-
ate 1o solve the Nijjar
killing case, involving only
a single Canadlan citizen,
50 quickiy?

For reasons unknown (o
India’s 22-million strong
Sikh commumnity, known for
both their gallantry and
strong business acumen.
Canada has been the most
important operating
ground for groups of Sikh
terror outfits wildly dream-
Ing 1o convert Punjab into
Khalistan. Sikhs combine
as one of India's top
nationalist communities. It
Is belleved that Guru
Nanak, the teacher of the
faith, promoted the religion
to protect Hindus against
Moslem Insurgencies in the
15th cenmry. The Indian
Army's Sikh regiment is the
country’s highest decorated

infantry regiment
boasting over 80
gallantry awards
since 1947, Over
95 per cent of
India’s Slkh popu-
lation consider
themselves as
proud Indians, Punjab,
sharing borders with
Palkdstan along with other
Indian States such as
Jammu and Kashmir,
Rajasthan and Gujarat, s
also one of Indla’s wealthl-
st State economies.
Punjab is a major producer
of wheat, rice, and other
crops, and its agricultural
prowess has played a sig-
nificant role in the State’s
economic growth, Overall,
the community has noth-
ing to do with the Canada-
based Khallstan move-
ment.Thus, Canada’s sup-
port for and protection of
the Sikh separatist groups
is inexplicable, The coun-
try’s lethargic investigation
into the Air-India bombing
case in the 1980s and 1990s
and the current fast for-
ward probe Into the
Khalistani terrorist murder
incident are contradictory
and inexplicable if not with
a mischievous intent.
Although a handiul of pea-
ple were arrested and tried
in the Air India bombing
case, the only person con-
victed was Indedit Singh
Reyal, a dual Britlsh-
Canadian national, who
pleaded guilty in 2003 o

manslaughter.

The Air India bombing is
considered the worst mass
murder in Canadian histo-
rv. The subsequent investi-
gation and prosecution
lasted nearly 20 years,
making it the most expen-
sive in Canadian history at
nearly $130 million.

Under the circum-
stances, Trudeau's personal
initiative in the Nijjar
killing investigation seek-
ing Indla’s *cooperation”
may look somewhat unnat-
ural if not purely politically
motivated and dublous.

It is true that Canada's
770.000-plus Sikh citizens
form a strong political
force in the country,
Canada is home to nearly
1.4 million people of Indian
ethmic or cultural origin,
making up about 3.7 per
cent of the naton’s total
populaton. Furthermore, a
large number of individuals
identify their religion as
Sikhism, accounting for
roughly two per cent of
Canada’s Inhabitants,

The centre-left to Lefi
Wing New Democratic
Party, led by Jagmeel Singh,
is Canada’s fourth largest
political party having 25
MPs in the 338-member
Canadian Parliament. The
party Is running almost
neck and neck with Yves-
Frangois Blanchet-led third
placed Bloc Québdcois (32
MPs), championing the
cause of Quebec's sover-
elgnty, social democracy
and regionalism.

Trudeau's Liberal Party
(158 MPs) is the largest. fol-
lowed by the rght wing
Conservative Party (117
MPs). Two minlsters in
Justin Trudeau's cabinet are
wrbinated Sikhs — Sclence
and Economic
Development Minister
Navdeep Bains and
Emergency Preparédness
Minister Harjit Sajjan (for-
merly Defence Minister].

The strong presence of a
generally wealthy Indian
Dinspora could be a reason
behind Trudeau’s some-
what disjointed political
reaction to the Nijjar killing
investigation, It is rather
surprising that Trudeau
ignored the diplomatic and
economic consequences of
trying to implicate India In
the Nijjar murder case
without a prima facie evi-
dence. Flaring India-
Canada tenslon threatens
o impact the mult-billion
dollar rade between the
two Counitries. {IPA)
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the commander of Russia's
Black Sea Fleet had died in a
recent missile strike on Mosc-
ow'snaval headquarters in Cr-
imea, acknowledging uncerta-
inty after Russia released a vi-
deo toshow himata
meeting of top defence officia-
1s. The authenticity and timi-
ng of the heavily edited video
released by Russia’s defence
ministry could not be verified,
but Russian media said the
meeting took place Tuesday.
Ukraine's special operati-
ons forces claimed Monday to
have killed the commander of

the Black SeaFleetinanattack
last week. After Russia releas-
od the video appearingtoshow U

the commander, Adm. Viktor

statues around a cathedral in g
Ukrainian city of Lviv are

wrapped up in an effort to

protect them from being

damaged by Russian attacks

Nato bid to F-16 deal

Pmident-srdogansaidthe_
Turkish parfiament will ab-
ide by his pledge to ratify Swed-
en's accessiontothe Natoifthe
s sticks toitscommitmentsto ¢

Sokolov, the Ukrainian forces ara.An

issued a statement rejterating
its claim that 34 Russian offi-
mmd'mmnsd.butaddﬁ

forced 10

publish a response sofar
allegedly 4
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B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Sep 26 (PTI)

INDIA'S initiative under its G20
Presidency to admitthe African
Union as a permanent mem-
ber of the grouping is a "sig-
nificant step” in reform that
should inspire the "much old-
er" United Nations to makethe
Security Council contempo-
rary, External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said on Tuesday.

At the G20 Summit in New
Delhi earlier this month, the
grouping of emerging and
developed economies adopt-
ed the New Delhi Leaders'
Declarationthrough consensus
andincluded the African Union
asa permanent memberofthe
bloc. Addressing the General
Debate at the 78th high-level
session of the UN General

Assembly, Jaishankar said the
African Union’sinclusion inthe
G20 was a "significant step.”
“It was also noteworthy that
at India's initiative, the African
Union was ad mifttga.ne
manent memberofthe G20.By
doing so, we gave voice to an
entire continentwhich has long
been its due,” Jaishankar said.
He said that “this significant
step in reform should inspire
the United Nations, a much
older organisation, to also
make theSecurityCouncilcon-
temporary. Broad representa-
tion is a prerequisite for both
effectiveness and credibility.”
In a significant milestone
under India’s G20 presidency,
the African Union became a
new permanent member of the
grouping of the largest
economies of the world dur-

Foreign Minister S Jaishankar
addresses the 78th session
of the United Nations General

Assembly. (AP/PTI)

ing the summit in Delhi. [t was
thefirstexpansion of the influ-
ential bloc since Its incepton
in 1999, All member countries
of the G20 accepted Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's pro-
posal to bring the key bloc of
the Global South to the high
table of the world's top
economies. Jaishankar added
that the “mostpopulous nation
and the fifth largest economy
knows that its progress makes
a real difference to the world.

“Especiallysowhensomany
nations identifywith us forrea-
sonsofhistory, geographyand
culture, They follow our expe-
riences closely and evaluate
our solutions for their larger rel-
evance.” Jaishankarsaid thatas
the United Nations itself sym-
bolises, finding common
ground is imperative. *To lis-
ten to others and to respect
their viewpoints, this is not
weakness; It is the basics of
cooperation.Only then cancol-
lective efforts on global issues

admitting AV’

be successful.” He noted that
even as Delhi encourages col-
lective endeavours, India also
seeks to promote cooperation
withdiversepartners.“Fromthe
eraof non-alignment, we have
now evolved to that of Vishwa
Mitra (a friend to the world).
This is reflected in our ability
andwillingnesstoengage with
abroad range of nations. And,
where necessary, harmonise
interests,”

“It is visible in the rapid
growth of the Quad, a mecha-
nism today so relevant to the
Indo-Pacific. Itisequallyappar-
ent in the expansion of the
BRICS grouping of independ-
ent-minded nations. Orinfact,
the emergence of the 1202
combination,” he said refer-
ring to the India, Israel, UAE
and US grouping.



