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Will agree to truce if
independent Palestin

the Islamic militant group is
willing to agree to a truce of
five years or more with Israel
and that it would lay down its
weapons and convert into a
political party if an independ-
ent Palestinian state is estab-
lished alongpre-1967 borders.

The comments by Khalil al-
Hayya in an interview on
Wednesday cameamid astale-
mate in months of talks for a
ceaselfire in Gaza. The sugges-
tion that Hamaswould disarm
appeared to be a significant
concession by the militant
group officially committed to

Israel’s destruction.

Butit's unlikelyIsrael would
considersucha scenario. It has
vowed to crush Hamas follow-
ing the deadly October 7 attacks
that triggered the war, and its
currentleadership isadamant-
ly opposed to the creation of a
Palestinian state onlands Israel
captured in the 1967 Mideast
war. Al-Hayya, a high-ranking
Hamas official who has repre-
sented the Palestinian militants
in negotiations for a ceasefire
and hostage exchange, struck
a sometimes defiant and oth-
er times conciliatory tone.

Al-Hayya said Hamas wants
to join the Palestine Liberation
Organisation, headed by the
rival Fatah faction.
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Baloch National Movement

Iaunches campai

IN AN effort to spotlight the
struggle of the Baloch people
and the human rights viola-
tions inflicted by the Pakistani
state, the Baloch National
Movement (BNM) has extend-
ed its advocacy to the historic
city of Cambridge, UK.

Led by the Cambridgeshire
unit of the Baloch National
Movement UK Chapter, the
campaignseeks toraise aware-
ness within the Cambridge
community regarding the
adversities faced by the Baloch

against
uses by Pak

population in Pakistan.

BNM activists are actively
engaging with local residents,
students, and authorities to
garner support for their cause
and to prompt the interna-
tional community totake heed
of the injustices endured by
the Baloch people.

Following successful cam-
paigns in prominent cities like
London, Leeds, Newcastle, and
Manchester, the expansion to
Cambridge marks a pivotal
stride in amplifying the voices
ofthe Baloch peopleonaglob-
al scale.



Highest 79.46%
polling in Tripura
Mah records
57.83% voting

NEW DELHI, Apr 26 (PT

OVER 63 per cent polling was
reported in the second phase
of Lok Sabha elections cover-
ing 88 seals across 13 States
amid few complaints of EVM
glitches and bogus voting in
some stales.

Volers in some villages of
Uttar Pradesh's Mathura,
Rajasthan’s Banswara and
Maharashtra’s Parbhani were
boycotting the polls over vari-
ous issues but were later per-
suaded by authorities to cast
their franchise.

Polling for the second stage
ol the seven-phase elections
started at 7am and ended at 6
pm. Severalstatesexperienced
intense heat conditions. The
first phase of polling was held
onApril 19 in 102 seats across
21 5tatesand UnionTerritories.

The Election Commission
(EC) said polling remained
largely peaceful. The tentative
figure at 8 pm of voter turnout
was 63.50 per cenl. It is likely
to go upwards when reports
{rom all polling stations are
obtained, the EC said, adding
voters reachingpolling stations

Over 63% turnou

Voters wait in a gueue at a polling station to cast their votes for the second phase of

Lok Sabha elections in Kozhikode on Friday.

GARIABAND, Apr 26 (PT1)

A JAWAN of the Madhya
Pradesh Special Armed Force
deployed on poll duty died
allegedly by suicide by shoot-
ing himsell with his service
rifle  in  Chhattisgarh's
Gariaband district on Friday,

Jawan on poll duty in G’garh kills himself

police said.

Gariaband falls in the
Mahasamund Lok Sabha con-
stituency where polling is
underwayin thesecond phase
of the general elections.

The incident took place

around 9.30 am at a
Government school in
Kudedadar village under
Piparchhedi police station
limits where se curity person-
nel on poll duty have been
stationed, a police official here

dhase-Il LS polls

till the end of polling hour are
allowed to cast their vote,
The National Democratic
alliance (NDA) under Prime
Minister Maodi is seeking a
stronger majority for a third
consecutive term, while the
constituentsofthe Opposition
LN.ILLA. blocare hoping fora
rebound aller facing reverses
in the 2014 and 2019 elections.
Election Commission data
showed the highestvoting per-
centage was recorded in
Tripura which registered 79.46
per cent polling, followed by
Manipur at 77.32 while the
turnout of 57.83 per cent was
recorded in eight constituen-
cies in Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh recored54.85 percent
and Bihar 55.08 per cent vot-
ing turnout.
Polling was held inall 20 seats
of Kerala, 14 of the 28 seats in
Karnataka, 13 seats in
Rajasthan, 8 seats each in
Maharashtra and  Uttar
Pradesh, 6 seats in Madhya
(Contd on page 5)

said. Head Constable Jiyalal
Pawar allegedly shot himsell
with hisservice rifle inaroom
at the school, he said,

He was in the reserve team
and was not deployed for
active poll work. Pawar
belonged to Batallion no. 34
of MP Special Armed Force.




‘Imtlate trade ta

ISLAMABAD, Apr 25 (PTI)

PROMINENT Pakistanibusi-
nessleadershaveurged Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
initiate tradetalks with India
which would greatly benefit
the cash-strapped country’s
economy.

In Lahore, Punjab province
Assembly Speaker Malik
Ahmad Khan said on
Thursday that enmity with
India needs to be ended and
talks for the resumption of
trade between the two coun-
tries should initiated.

Khan's call for the restora-
tion of trade ties with India

economy’

came a day after Pakistan’s
businessleaders urged Sharif
to initiate trade talks with
India during an interactive
session in Karachi.

The India-Pakistan bilat-
eral ties nose-dived and the
trade between the two coun-
triesstopped after Indiaabro-
gated Article 370 of the
Constitution, revoking the
special status of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir
and bifurcating into two
Union Territories on August
5, 2019.

India has repeatedly told
Pakistan that Jammu and
Kashmir “was, is and shall
forever” remain an integral
part of the country.



Indian Army unveils selfie point
ahead of 25th anniversar)

KARGIL, Apr 25 (ANI)

IN A tribute to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of Kargil
Vijay Diwas, a new selfie poin
was unveiled at Hombotingla
Pass in Ladakh on April 24,

This initiative, a joint effort
by the Indian Army and the
Tourism DepartmentofKargil,
honours the valour and sacri-
fice of the soldiers who fought
in the Kargil War,

With the resounding slogan
‘I Love Indian Army,’ the site
offers breathtaking views of
Kargil Town and the Mighty
Batalik Sector, serving as a
reminder of the sacrifices made
in the defence of the nation.

Theinaugurationof this self-
ie point serves as a tribute to
the indomitable spirit of our
soldiers and aims to promote

region. Located amidst the
majestic Zanskar ranges of
Kargil, thisselfie point will serve
as a powerful symbol ol unity

tourism and patriotism in the

andappreciationforthe Indian
Army,

Featuring the hashtag
#KVDRajatjayanti, the Selfie
Pointinvites visitors to capture

it4iombotingla Pass
Kargil Vijay Diwas

and share moments of rever-
ence for the bravery and sacri-
fice of our soldiers.

With panoramicviewsof the
rugged terrain and the serene
beautyofthe surroundingland-
scapes, the selfie point offers a
uniqueopportunity for tourists
to immerse themselves in the
rich history and natural splen-
dour of the region.

Theinauguration ceremony,
attended by veterans, school
and college children, leaders
andmembersofreligious com-
munities, was a poignant
reminder ofthecourageand val-
our displayed by our armed
forces during the Kargil war.

Inaddition to honouringour
heroes, theselfie pointalso aims
to promote tourism in Kargil
and showcase the region’s cul-
tural heritage and hospitality.



