Houthis claim tar

SANAA, Dec 2 (IANS)

YEMEN'S  Houthi
announced that it had tar
a US destroyer and three mili-
tary supply ships in a ‘qualita-
tiveand jointmilitary operation.’
“We carried out an operation
targeting an American destroy-
erand three supplyshipsbelong-
ing to the US military,” Houthi
military spokesperson Yahya
Sarea said, Xinhua news agency
reported quoting the Houthi-run
al-Masirah TV channel.
Heidentified the supplyships
as the ‘Stena Impeccable,’ the
‘Maersk Saratoga,’ and the
‘Liberty Grace’ but did not dis-
close the name of the targeted
destroyer. The operation, con-
ducted in the Arabian Sea and

IfofAden, involved 16bal-
tlcand winged missilesaswell
as a drone, Sarea claimed. He
described thestrikesas‘accurate
and direct.

Sareawarned that the Houthis
would escalate their operations
in the declared maritime oper-
ations zone, encompassing the
Red Sea and Arabian Sea, until
Israel halts its actions in Gaza.

“We will continue to carry out
military operations at an esca-
latingpaceagainstlsraelandthe
United States of America,” he
said. Earlier in the day, the
Houthis claimed responsibility
for launching a rocket at Israel,
asserting it hit a 'vital target’ in
the Jaffa area. However, Israeli
media reported that the Israel
Defence Forces intercepted and

g US destroyer

destroyed the rocket, launched
from northern Yemen, early
on Sunday. Since November
2023, the Houthi militia, which
controls much of northern
Yemen, hasintensifiedits attacks
on Israeli cities and disrupted
shipping in the Red Sea linked
to Israel. The group has framed
these actions as solidarity with
Palestinians amid the ongoing
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Meanwhile, a Houthi drone
attack on a popular market in
Yemen's Taiz province killed six
people and injured eight others.
The local pro-Government
military official, who requested
anonymity, said on Sunday that
“the Houthi bombing occurred
in the Magbanah district of Taiz
during a busy market day”.



Putin to visit Indi
2025 at PM Modi

MOSCOW, Dec 2 (IANS)

RUSSIAN President Vlad
Putinisexpected to visit India it
early 2025 [ollowingan invitation
[rom Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, confirmed Kremlin aide
Yury Ushakov.

The visit is being planned as
partoftheongoingcommitment
toannual meetings between the
two leaders.

“Our leaders have an agree-
ment to meet once a year. This
time, itisourturn,” Ushakovsaid
during a press brieling.

He added that Russia has
received the invitation from PM
Modi and would respond posi-
tively."We will figure out the ten-

tes early next year,” he
The announcement
derscores the deep ties
between New Delhiand Moscow,
even as global geopolitical ten-
sions continue to shape inter-
national relations.

Putin’s visit to India will focus
on strengthening strategic co-
operation in critical areas such
as Delence, energy, and trade.

The last visit by the Russian
President to India took place on
December 6, 2021, during the
21stIndia-Russia Annual Summit
in New Delhi.

Meanwhile, PM Modiheldtwo
high-profile visits to Russia this
year. He attended the 22nd
Russia-India Summit in Julyand

tative

early

S invitation

later participated in the BRICS
Summitheldin KazaninOctober.

During the BRICS meeting, PM
Modi reiterated India’s commit-
ment Lo promoting peace in the
context of the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

“We are in regular contact
regarding the Russia-Ukraine
conflict. As I have mentioned
before, we believe that disputes
should be resolved peacefully.
India fully supports the earliest
establishment of peace and sta-
bility,” the Prime Minister had
remarked during his bilateral
meeting with Putin in Kazan.

PM Modi also conveyed India’s
readiness (o assist in resolving
the conflict.



Farmers’ ‘Delhi Ghalo’ n

Protesters give

NEW DELHI/NOIDA, Dec 2 (PTI)

FARMERS from differagl parts
of Uttar Pradeshdemanding ade-
quate compensation for their
lands acquired by the
Government marched towards
Delhi on Monday but were
stopped at the Noida-Delhibor-
der where they sat on a dharna.

The farmers said if their
demands were not met within
seven days, they would again
march towards Delhi.

Raising slogans of “Bol Kisan,
Halla Bol”, the protesting farm-
ers gathered at the Mahamaya
flyover on the Dadri-Noida link
road and began their '‘Delhi
Chalo’ march around 11:30 am.

Massive traffic snarls caused
inconvenience to commuters
crossing the Delhi-Noida bor-
ders as police set up multiple
layersofbarricades and deployed
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Police personnel deployed at Chilla border after security was
heightened in view of farmers’ protest march towards the national

capital, in Noida on Monday.

(PTI)

heavy security tostop the march,
which coincided with
Parliament's Winter Session.
Bumper-to-bumper trafficwas
witnessed at Noida’s Chilla bor-

der for several hours as the pro-
testers, wavingbannersandflags
ofvarious farmer groups, crossed
the initial barricades.

(Contd on page 5)



INS Vlkrant fully 0

KOCHI, Dec 2 (PTD

THE INS Vikrant, India’s indi
nous aircraft carrier (IAC), h
achieved full operational status
alter completing its final opera-
tional clearance this year, Vice
Admiral V Srinivas, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chiel
(FOCINC), Southern Naval
Command, said on Monday.
Speaking to the media aboard
the naval ship INS Shardul in
Kochi, Srinivas said that INS
Vikrant completeditsfinal oper-
ations clearance this year. "With
the completion of various trials
and the ship’s fleet integration,
INS Vikrant is now fully opera-
tionalandis operating under the
Western Fleet,” he added.

capable nf undert :lklng aJl
operationsand commitmentsof
theIndian Navy. Commissioned
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in2022, INSVikrantisnowunder
the Western Naval Command
andiscapable ofhandling naval
assignments. Designed by the
Indian Navy's Warship Design
Bureau (WDB) and built by
CochinShipyard Limited, Vikrant
is the largest ship ever con-
structed in India’s maritime his-
tory. It boasts of state-of-the-art
automation features and hous-
es around 2,200 compartments,
designed to accommodateacrew
of about 1,600.

jonal: Vice Admiral

Indian Navy to explore hydrogen fuel
for sustainable operations: Srinivas

KOCHI, Dec 2 (PTI)

VICE Admiral V Srinivas, Flag
Officer Commanding-in-Chiefl
(FOCINC) of the Southern
Naval Command, on Monday
said that the Indian Navy is
exploring the use of hydrogen
fuel to promote environmen-
tally sustainable operations,
Speakingtothemedia, hesaid
the Southern Naval Command
is in regular contact with agen-
cies like Cochin Shipyard Ltd
(CSL) to achieve this goal.

“We are in constant contact
with various agencies working
on fuels like hydrogen. Cochin
Shipyard has developed small
crafts, and we are collaborat-
ing with them. Also, we have
always been actively promot-
ingenvironment-friendly fuels
and operations,” he said.

TheVice Admiral stated that
efforts are underway to ensure
the Navy adopts the highest
standards of environmentally
friendly fuels and operations
across the country,



India to ink deal on 26 Rarale-M jets,
Navy chief

3 Scorpene subs next month:

NEW DELHI, Dec 2 (PTI)

INDIA is expected to seal sep-
arate contracts for the pro-
curement of 26 naval variant
Rafale fighter jets and three
additional Scorpene sub-
marines next month, Navy
Chief Admiral D KTripathi said
on Monday as he asserted that
activities of the navies of China
and Pakistan are being closely
monitored.

At a media briefing ahead of
Navy Day on December 4,
Admiral Tripathi also said the
Government has accorded
approval for building two SSNs
(nuclear-poweredsubmarines)

and that the plan is to have a
total of six such boats.

The Navy chief said the first
SSN should be ready by 2036-
37and the second one in 2038-
39.

“Rafale Marine is at an
advancedstageolnegotiations
and it is only one level short of
taking it to the Cabinet
Committee on Security. Since
it is a Government-lo-
Governmentdeal,itshouldnot
take much time,” he said.

In July last year, the Defence
Ministry approved the purchase
ofthe Rafale-M jets from France,
primarily for deployment on
board the indigenously built

aircraft carrier INS Vikrant.
“We expect that if not this
month, then next month hope-
fully, both these (Scorpene sub-
marine) and Rafale-M (project)
should be signed,” he said.
“We are keeping a watch on
extra-regional forces, includ-
ing the PLA Navy, their war-
shipsand theirresearchvessels,
and know what they are doing
and where they are,” Admiral

Tripathi said.

The Navy chief also said that
62shipsand onesubmarineare
currently under construction
within the country as part of
efforts to boost its naval power.

On China helping Pakistan

boostits maritime prowess, the
Navy chiel said it showed
Beijing's interestin making that
country militarily stronger.

“Many Pakistan Navy war-
shipsandsubmarines are being
built with Chinese support
showing that China isinterest-
ed in making Pakistan's Navy
stronger,” he said.

“Theireight newsubmarines
will have significant
combat potential for the
Pakistan Navy but we are fully
aware of their capabilities, That
iswhywe are tweakingourcon-
cepts to be able to tackle all
threats from our neighbours,”
he added.
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