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Need to focus on new ares

NEW DMELHI, Sep L1 (PTT

PHIME Minister MNarendra
Modi on Wednesday stressed
an the need (o ocus on new
areas of energy transition ke
Green Hydrogen to deal with
climae change saying it is not
amatteroffuture rather it calls
for an action now,

Addddressing through a viden
message the 2nd International
Conference o Green
Hydrogen India 2024, Modi
said, "There is & growing real-
Isation that elimee change is
not just a matter of the future.
The impact of climate change
Is belng felt here and now. The
time [or action is alsohere and
now.” He was of the view that
energy ransition and sustain-
ability have become central to
glabal policy discourse.

He nowd that Green
Hydrogen is emerging as a
promising additionggp th
world's energy landsca
it ean help in decatl
industries that are difficul
electrily. Refineries, fertilizers,
steel, heavy-duly tansporta-
tion - many such sectors will
benelit, he pointed out

Green Hydrogen can alsoact
as a storage solution for sur-
plus renewable energy, he
opined noting that India has
already launched the National
Green Hydrogen Mission in
2023, Theeventis o furtherthe
Green Hydrogen mission for
which the Government had
allocated Rs 19,744 crore. *We
wanttomake Indiaa global hub
Tor the production, utilization
and export  of  CGreen
Hydogen,” Modl said.

0

Prime Minister Narendra
Mod| addresses the 2nd
Intzrnational Conference

on Graen Hydrogen via
video-conferencing on
Wadnesday. PTI)

The  National  Green
Hydrogen Mission is givingan
impetus 10 innovation, infra-
struc e, industey and invest-

menl " Wenreinvestngin ciit-
ting-edge research and devel-
opment. Partne rshipsbetween
industry and academia are
helng formed. Stirups and
entreprencurs who are work-
ing [n this domain are being
encouriged,” he added,
There s also o great
potential for o green jobs
eensystem o develop. To
enable this, we are also
working on skill develop-
mentforouryouthin thissec-
tor, hestated, Modistated that
climate change and energy
mransitionareglobal concerns,
“Dhr answers also need to be
ghobal In nature. International
partnership is critical for pro-
moting Green  Hydrogen's
impact on decarbonisation,”
hesaid. Scalingup production,
minimisingeostsandbuilding

infrastrueture can happen
fuster through eooperation,
he vpined.

“There is a growing

"We also need to jointly
Invest in research and innova-
tion to push technology further.
In Seprember 2023, the G20
summit happened in India. o
this Summit, there was a spe-
clal focus on Groen Hydrogen,”

like Green Hydrogen: PM

he siated. Giving lood for
thought to scientists, he posed
questions “Can we improve the
efficiency of elecirolysers and
other components in Green

Hydrogen production? Can

realisation that climate we explorne rllim use of su.-:].
water and municip

change is not just a matter of waste water for produc-

the future. The [Iﬂpﬂﬁl of climate tont Howican we enahle

change is being felt here and the use of Green

now. The time for action is pﬁ:ﬁ’;ﬁ;‘;mﬁ“ﬂﬂﬁ’:‘;

also hﬂm:;d““::i&“ \\-:lh'_'nl\'n}'s?" He was of the

view that exploring such top-
fes together will greatly help
green energy ransition across
the wordd. On Parfs commit-
ments, hesald that these were
fulfilled 9 venrs ahead of the
trged of 2030, Indin's installed
non-fossil  fuel  capacity
increased nearly 300 per cent
in the fast 10 years, e noted.
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Every device In
have India

GREATER NOIDA,

OUR dream is that
world will have an In
and 100 per cent of electronic manu-
facturing should happen in the coun-
try, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Wednesday.

Inaugurating the'SemiconIndia 2024’
at theIndia ExpoMartin Greater Noida,
PM Modi said the meaning of chips in
India is not just limited to technology
butis amedium to fulfil the aspirations
of crores of citizens.

Underlining that Indiais a huge con-
sumer of such chips, heemphasised that
the world's finest digital public infra-
structure (DPI) was built upon it.

“This small chip is doing big things

Top semiconductor CEOs laud PM

GREATER NOIDA, Sept 11 (LANS)

LEADING figures fromthe global semi-
conductor industry praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership
and vision for advancing India's semi-
conductorsectorduringtheiraddress-
es at SEMICON India 2024, held here
atthe India Expo Mart on Wednesday.

Among those who spoke were Ajit
Manocha, President & CEO of SEMI;
Randhir Thakur, CEO & MD of Tata
Electronics; Kurt Sievers, President &
CEO of NXP Semiconductors;

0 ensure last-mile
delivery in India. Be
it India's UPI, Rupay
Card, Digi Locker or
Digi Yatra, multiple
digital platforms
have become a part
of the everyday life
of the people of
India,” the Prime
Minister noted.

Stressingthat the countryis set to play
a big role in driving the global semi-
conductorindustry, he highlighted that
the Government is offering 50 per cent
financial support for setting up semi-
conductor manufacturing facilities, with
State Governments also playing a key
role in this effort.

Hidetoshi Shibata, CEO of Renesas
Electronics; and Luc Van Den Hove,
CEO of IMEC.

Ajit Manocha, President & CEO of
SEMI, began his address by express-
ing admiration for the scale of the
event, “I would start with the word
WOW... based on the size and scale of
this event. This is unprecedented and
exponential,” Manocha said.

He lauded PM Modi's exceptional
leadership, noting, “Hisleadership has
inspired not just India but the entire
world." Manocha highlighted India's

ade chip: PM

“Our goal is that 100% of electronic
manufacturing should happen in India. India
will make semiconductor chips and finished
product too. Our focus is clear — we want to
build a world that doesn't stop or pause in
times of crisis but keeps moving forward.”

Because of these policies, he said,
India has attracted investments worth
more than Rs 1.5 lakh crore in a very
short time and many more projects are
in the pipeline.

PM Modi also revealed planstoestab-
lish a semiconductor research centre
at the Indian Institute of Space Sciences,

(Contd on page 5)

Modi’s vision

rapid progress in the semiconductor
sector, referencing PM Modi’s pivotal
role in kickstarting the industry.

“We were walking earlier, now we
are running. Opportunities are there,”
he added.

Randhir Thakur, CEO & MD of Tata
Electronics, thanked PM Modifor mak-
ing the exhibition possible and noted
India’s strides in establishing its first
commercial fab in Gujarat and an
Indigenous semiconductor plant in
Assam.

(Contd on page 5)




Iran’s Pezeshklan

BAGHDAD, Sept 11 (AP)

[RAN’S reformist President
Masoud Pezeshkian on
Wednesday kicked off his first
trip abroad as President, hop-
ing to cement Tehran’s ties to
Baghdad as regional tensions
increasingly pull both coun-
triesinto the widening Middle
East fray.

Forlran, itsrelationship with
[raq remains crucial for eco-
nomic, political and religious
reasons - something that has
especially been true since the
US-led 2003 invasion of Iraq
toppled dictator Saddam
Hussein, who launched a
bloody, yearslong war against
[ran in the 1980s.

Baghdad, meanwhile, has
been trying to balance its rela-
tionship with Tehran, which
backs powerful Shiite militias
in the country, as well as with
the United States, which main-
tains a force of 2,500 troops in
Iraq that remain in battle with
remnants ol the once-domi-
nant extremist Islamic State
group.

The American troops remain
both a literal and rhetoric tar-
get for Iran, particularly as
Israel’s nearly year-old waron
Hamasin the Gaza Stripgrinds
on. Ahead of Pezeshkian's
arrival, an explosion struck a
site nearBaghdad International
Airportused by the US military
on Tuesday night.



Lokpal forms inquiry
probe graft cases

NEW DELHL, Sept 11 (PTI)

OVERadecade alteralaw gov-
erning it was passed, anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman Lokpal
has constitutedaninquiry wing
for conducting preliminary
probe into graft-related
offences committed by public
servants.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas
Act 2013 (Act of 2013) came
into force on January 1, 2014,
when it received assent of the
President. However, it began
functioning only on March 27,
2019, following the appoint-
ment of its chairperson and
members.

To discharge its statutory
functions, Section 11 of the Act
obligates the Lokpal to consti-
tute an inquiry wing for the
purpose of conducting pre-
liminary inquiry into any
offence punishable under the

Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988, alleged to have been com-
mitted by the specified public
servants and functionaries.

The full bench of Lokpal, in
its meeting held on August 30,
2024, has decided to consti-
tute an inquiry wing of the
Lokpal, accordingtoan official
order.

Lokpal chairpersonhasbeen
authorised to commence the
selection process for appoint-
ment of specified number of
suitable personsasofficersand
staff required to provide logis-

to

I a decade

tical assistance in the inquiry
wing, it said.

“Accordingly,in furtherance
to the decision dated
30.08.2024 of the full bench of
Lokpal of India, in exercise of
administrative and financial
powerconferredas perSection
34 of the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act2013, an inquiry
winginterms of Sections 11 of
the Act of 2013 is hereby con-
stituted with immediateeffect,”
the Lokpal's order, dated
September 5 and issued by its
chairperson Justice A M
Khanwilkar, stated.

The full bench of the Lokpal
inits meetingon August 6,2024,
had approved “organogram’
providing for the stafling pat-
tern and specified number of
suitable officers and staff
including for the inquiry wing,
making it a part of the judicial
wing, the order said.



