Russia moots UN resolution on

UNITED NATIONS, May I (AP)

RUSSIA has circulated a UN
resolution calling on all coun-
tries to take urgent action to
prevent putling weapons in
outerspace “forall time” aweek
after it vetoed a US-Japan res-
uEutlonlosmp anarmsrace in
space,

The Russian draftresolution,
obtained on Wednesday by The
Associated Press, goes further
than the US-Tapan proposal,
not only calling for efforts to
stop weapons from being
deployedinouterspace butfor
preventing “the threat or use
of force in outer space,” also
“for all time."

It says this should include
deploying weapons “from

space against Earth, and from
Earth against objects in outer
space.”

Russia’s UN Amb
Vassily ¥ E
Security Council when he
vetoed the US-Japan draft that
itdidn't go far enough in ban-
ning all types of weapons in
space.

The wvetoed resolution
focused solely on weapons of
mass destruction including
nuclear arms, and made no
mention of other weapons in
space.

It would have called on all
countries not to develop or
deploy nuclear arms or other
weapons of mass destruction
in space, as banned under a
1967 international treaty that

Before the US-Japan resolu-
tion was put to avote on April
24, Russia and Chinaproposed
anamendment that wouldcall
on all countries, especially
those with space capabilities,
“to prevent for all time the
placement of weapons in out-
er space, and the threat of use
of force in outer spaces.”

The vote was 7 countries in
favour, 7 against, and one
abstention and the amend-
ment was defeated because it
failed to get the minimum 9
“yes” votes in the 15-member
Security Council required lor
adoption.

US Ambassador Linda

Thomas-Greenfield told the
Council after the vote that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has said Moscow has no
intention of deplovingnuclear
weapons in space.

“Today’ veto begs the ques-
tion: Why? Why, if vou are fol-
lowing the rules, would younot
suppori a resolution that reaf-
firms them? What could you
possiblybe hiding," she asked.
“It’ baffling. And it" a shame,”

Putin was responding to
White House confirmation in
February that Russia has
obtained a "troubling” anti-
satellite weapons capability,
although such aweapon is not
operational yet.

Russia's UN Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzasaidafter cast-

arms in space

ing the veto that the US-Japan
resolution cherry picked
weapons of mass destruction.

He said much of the US and
Japan'sactions become clear”if
we recall that the US and their
allies announced some time
ago plans to place weapons ...
in outer space.”

Nebenzia also accused the
US of blocking a Russian-
Chinese proposal since 2008
for a treaty against putting
weapons in outer space.

Thomas-Greenfield accused
Russia of undermining global
treaties to prevent the spread
of nuclear weapons, irrespon-
sibly invoking “dangerous
nuclear rhetoric,” walkingaway
from several of its arms con-
trol obligations.



India lodges protest with China
over Its Iinfra
In Shak am valley

INDIA has lodged a strong

protest with China for car-
ryingoutconstructionactiv-
ities in the Shaksgam valley,
inan“illegal” attemptto alter
thesituationon theground.

Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said on
Thursdaythatthe Shaksgam
valley is a part of India and
New Delhi never accepted
the so-called China-Pakistan

boundary pact of 1963
through which Islamabad
“unlawfully” attempted to
cede the area to Beijing.
“We have consistently
conveyed our rejection of
the same.We have registered
our protestwith the Chinese
side againstillegal attempts
toalterfactsontheground,”
Jaiswal said at his weekly
media briefing.
“We further reserve the
right to take necessary
(Contd on page 5)
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At UN debate,
India backs full

membershlp of

ed in the Security
Council a resolution seeking
fullmembership of the UN for
Palestine, India on Wednes-
day backed Palestine’s bid, ex-
pressing hopethattheendeav- :
our will soon get endorsed, re- :
ports Sachin Parashar. Pal- :
estine is currently a
“permanent observer state”
at the UN with no power to :
vote on resolutions and deci- :
sions. A full membership will :
allow the global body torecog- :
nise a Palestinian state.
Participating in a debate i
on the use of veto, Indianam-
bassador Ruchira Kamboj :
noted that Palestine’s applica- :
tion was not approved tDe-it
cause of théU_Sveto “Inkeep-f'lgﬂg;_
mgw1th1np ong:-

position, we ho pe this
bereconsideredin due

and Palestine’s en o jut
become a member W111 get e %

dorsed,” said Ka,mboj
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Pak embarks
moon missit
on Chifia wings

'slinivas Laxman

early nine months after %
India’s Chandrayaan 3 |
soft-landed onmoon’sso- |
uth pole and set records, Pakis- |
tan is set to embark Friday on |
its maiden lunar missiononbo- |
ard China’s Change’s orbiter. |
Change’Gisslgtedfor]jft-oﬂ‘ '
around 1.30pm (Indian time)
from Wenchang Satellite Laun-
ch Centreon China’s Hainan Is-
land. According to Pakistan’s
~ Institute Of Space Technology
(IST), the moon-bound space-
craft is a lunar cubesat, named
ICube Qamar (ICUBE-Q), with
a three-month mission span. It -
~ isacollaborativeeffortof IST’s -
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American and British indivi- :
duals and entities for suppor-
tingIsrael inits war againstthe :
Hamas. Iran, the regional arch-
foe of Israel, unveiled the puni- :
tive measures in a statement :
from itsforeign ministry Itsaid :
the sanctions targeted seven :
Americans, including General :
Bryan Fenton, commander of :
the US special operations com- :
mand, and vice-admiral Brad :
Cooper; a former commander :
of the US navy’s fifth fleet. UK :
officials and entities targeted :
include secretary of state for
defence Grant Shapps, com- :
mander of the British army :
strategic command James :
| Hockenhull and the UK Royal =
| Navy in the Red Sea. Penalties
were also announced against
! USfirms Lockheed Martin and
~ Chevron and British counter-

parts Elbit Systems, Parker

4 Meggittand Rafael UK. The im-
- pact of the measures on the in-
~ dividuals or entities, as well as
~ their assets or dealings with
- Iran,remains unclear. arp
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What is keeping heatwav
5 Western disturban

Unlike Many Parts Of Country, Delhi Has

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Parts of the co-
untryare recording severe he-
atwave conditions with some
stations touching 47 degrees
Celsius, but the mercury in
Delhi has remained below 40
degrees Celsius, except for
oneday, sofar thisseason. Del-
hi, which witnesses most he-
atwaves from April's third we-
ek to first week of June, hag
notseenany such day so far.
Met officials said strong
windsand cloudy skies under
the influence of five western
disturbances in April did not
let the temperature rise hig-
her. The maximum tempera-
ture in summer till now has
mostly seen temperatures
around normal or slightly
above normal. The highest
maximum temperature was
40.5 degrees Celsius on April
27, shows India Meteorologi-
cal Department's data.
“April this year saw five
western disturbances. No
significant amount of rain-
fall was recorded dueto these
western disturbances, but
there was cloudiness and
strong winds on many days,
which prevented a rise in
temperature. A dust storm
was also seen on a few days,”
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did not let temperature to rise

to first week of June

»Peak season for heatwave is
recorded from third week of April

Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Telangana and

“Till
»Delhi is yet to record a heatwave this season i
» Five western disturbances in April

Heatwave 4
is unlikely in
Delhi for the i’ -

. next few

days
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Critorta for heatware

Heatwave to ml:n heatwave conditions are

being recorded in some areas of Gangetic West

Bengal, east Bihar, cast harkhand,subHimalayan maxim ¢ 45 dgreesan above normal
West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat region, _ temperature and the maximum is at least
Konkan & Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, @ 40degrees Celsius. A heatwave is also
Marathwada, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry """ considered if maximum temperature touches
& Karaikal, south coastal Andhra 45 degrees Celsius or above. A ‘severe’

heatwave is declared when the maximum is

Interior Karnataka 65 degrees and above normal
said Kuldeep Srivastava, sci- from Friday and it would ke-  tion, but parts of Delhi were
entistand head, Regional We- ep the temperature around under the grip of heatwave
ather Forecasting Centre, normalforafewdays, for three to five days. 2022
IMD, He added that another In summer 2023, no heat-  saw the longest streak of he-
western disturbance would wave wasseenat Safdarjung, atwaves with nine such days

start impacting the region

which is the city's base sta-

in April and four in May at

ay?
nting

ercury Crossing 40°C Just Once

Safdarjung. However, the
summer of 2021 was different
as it recorded one heatwave
each in March and June and
nilin April and May. Heatwa-
ves are largely reported in
Apriland May, but Marchand
June also record heatwaves,
shows IMD’s data.

The met department’s fo-
recastshowsthatheatwaveis
unlikely over Delhi for the
nextsevendays. However, the
met department has predic-
ted severe heatwave to heat-
wave conditionsin partsover
Gangetic West Bengal, east
Bihar, east Jharkhand, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal,
Odisha, Gujarat Region,
Konkan & Goa, Madhya Ma-
harashtra, Marathwada, Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry & Ka-
raikal, south Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Te-
langana and interior Karna-
taka in the next two days.

IMD defines a heatwave
day when themaximumis4.5
degrees and more above nor-
mal temperature and the
maximum isatleast40degre-
es Celsius. A heatwave isalso
considered if maximum tem-
perature touches 45 degrees
Celsius or above. A ‘severe’
heatwave is declared when
the maximum is 6.5 degrees
and more above normal.




Washington: Pres Joe
Biden has called Japan and
India “xenophobic” countri-
es that do not welcome immi-
B %] grants, lumping
the two with ad-
_ 4 versaries China
g and Russiaas he
1| tried to explain
| their economic

: ) ‘Biased’: MEA on US report

: ' on religious freedom, P 22

:  pAt UN, India supports full
membership for Palestine, P22

: circumstances and contras-
i tedthefour withthe USonim-
: migration: & ¢/

i TheUS President made the

: controversialremarkata cam-
! paign fundraising event Wed-

: nesdayevening. Therewasno,
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reaction from eit-

he Japaneseor Indian go
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Chllla, ]apan& 1a’s

MEA protests
China’sroadin :
Shaksgam Valley :

New Delhi: India hasregiste- :
red a protest with Beijing for :
constructing a road in the :
Shaksgam Valley, which was :
ceded to China by Pakistanin :
1963, asserting it is a part of :
Indian territory The MEAsa- :
id India has never accepted :
the so-called China Pakistan :
Boundary Agreement of 1963 :
through which Pakistan un- :
lawfully attempted to cede the :
area to China, and India has :

* consistently conveyed its re- :

jection of the same. “We have :
registered our protest with
the Chinese side against ille-
gal attempts to alter facts on :
the ground,” MEA said. ™N :



