NEW DELHI, Mar 14 (ANI)

THE passing-outparade of the
third batch of Agniveers is
scheduled to be held
Chilka, a navy base in Odlshﬂ
on March 15. The POP marks
the successful culmination of
training for about 2,600
Agniveers, including women
Agniveers who have undergone
rigorous training at Chilka.
Admiral R Hari Kumar, Chief
of the Naval Staff, will be the
Chief Guest and review the
post-sunset POP. Vice Admiral
V Srinivas, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
SouthernNaval Command, will
also be present for the POP an
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official statement said.

This momentous event will
be witnessed by the proud fam-
ilymembersofthe passingout
Agniveer course. Besides this,
various high-achieving veter-

ans and spnns persnnallues
will also be present during the
ceremony, inspiring the
Agniveers with their remarkable
achievements, the statement
added.



US co Qualco
with Adani

Yogesh.Kabirdoss '
~ @timesgroup.com

Chennai: US semiconductor
major Qualcomm is holding

discussions with Adani gro-.

up in 5G, broadband ‘and se-
miconductor sectors.
Qualcomm president and
CEOQ Cristiano Amon told re-
porters in Chennai on
Thursday that they were ex-
cited about.the digital trans-

formation happening in In-

dia. “We have been working
in the telecom sector in part-

~nership with companies

such as Jio and Aiftel in 5G

and opportunities in broad-
band. We have been working

with Tata and Mahindra in
the automotive sector. As we

‘continue to expand into in-
" dustrial, youwill seethatitis

natural that we will have op-
portunities also with the
Adani Group. There are a co-

uple topics... One, of course,

is the evolution of 5G and

broadband. The other is se-

miconductors,” he said.
Responding to a query on

“whether major announce-

ments are expected over re-

1in talks
ver 3G, chips

cent discussions with the
Adanigroup, hesaid, “Weare
not' making any announce-
ments, but we are very very
encouraged about the part-
nerships and discussions.”
Amon said Qualcomm
has made an investment of
more than $1 billion in India.
“Outside our headquarters
of San Diego in the US, India
is the largest R&D site. In-
vestments that are happe-
ninginIndiaarevery signifi-

.cant excess of $1 billion. It is

asignificantinvestmentthat
we havemade,” he said.
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134 on a list of 1
in 2022 as per the latest Hu-
man Development Index, a
notch higher than 135 out of
192 countries in 2021, attribu-
ted mainly to improvement
across all HDI indicators
over the previous year — in-
crease in life expectancy
from 67.2t067.7 years, expec-
ted years of schooling going
up to 12.6 from 12 and per ca-
pita gross national income

increasing from $6,542 o

$6,951, among others, re-

ports Ambika Pandit.
According to UNDP’s Hu-

man Development Report

- 902324, India showed pro-

gress in reducing gender in-
equality, ranking108 outof 166
countries in Gender Inequali-
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NORDIC TOPPERS

» With HDI value of 0,644, India
in"22 figures among ‘medium
human development’ countries
(134/193). Its HDI value & rank in
21 was 0.633 (135/192)

» Top 3 Countries:
Switzerland: 0.967; Norway:
0.966; Iceland: 0.959

» Pak (164) & Af (182) figure
in ‘low human development’ -
category; China (75) and

Sri Lanka (78) in high category

ty Index (GII), as compared
with 122 out of 170 nations in
2021. With a GII value of 0.437
in 2022, India fared better than
the global average of 0.462 and
South Asian average of 0.478.

»Related report, P 28
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Panel for Simultaneous polls

In 2 stages, wi

HOW, WHAT & wuzuor JOINT ELECTIONS

| are held after this date will
| have tenure only till next Lok
| Sabha elections (which will

2 Amendments
Needed, One For
States To Ratify

Times News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: In an ambitious
move to reconfigure the elec-
toral system, the high-level
committee on ‘One Nation
One Election’ has recommen-
ded moving to a synchronised
poll mechanism for all three
tiers — Parliament, state as-
semblies and local bodies —
and laid out a clear roadmap
in a bid to improve governan-

» EDIT PAGE: One Nation,
Many Poles

How will electionsbe
synchronised?
In 2 stages, says panel report.
Step 1: Simultaneous polls to
be held for Lok Sabha, state
assemblies.
amendment needed, but no
ratification by states required.
Step 2: Local body polls to be
held within 100 days of LS &
elections. Amendment
for this will require ratification
by at least half the states.

Former President Kovind givés
report to President Murmu

notification, bring simultaneous
polls into force on the date

be simultaneous)

# What happens if there is a

hung House or governing party
loses trust vote?

Elections will be held for the
remaining period of the
five-year term

When will simultaneous
elections kick in? )
After legislative changes are

ce and reduce disruptions
caused by frequent polls.

The plan for synchronisa-
tion of elections is to trans-
ition in two stages by first
combining the date for as-
sembly and parliamentary
polls; and, as the second step,
holding elections for pancha-
yats and municipal bodies
within100daysof thegeneral
elections. The polls will be
synchronised by setting an
‘appointed date’ and curtai-

----------------------------------------------

How will a cutoff date be of first sitting of Lok Sabha undertaken. Presi i
fixed and varying assembly | aiter a general election, This | poct the o rcoiocy L
tenures adjusted? becomes the ‘appointed date’. | on the first day the newly
President will, through a Assemblies for which elections elected LS sits
> Aimed at dismantling > The Why & The How: » Who's for, who's
Constitution: Oppn, P 28 A short explainer, P 24 against joint polis, P 28
ling assemblies to coincide me consensus-building may me round. BJP-led NDA also
with LS elections. be required as several states * has govts in more than half

The switchover, however,
will be a time-consuming ex-
ercise. Centre can move to si-
multaneous Lok Sabha and
assembly polls through a
constitutional amendment,
without having to get it en-
dorsed by state legislatures,
butsynchromsmglocalbody

polls will need the concur-
renceof atleasthalf thestate
assemblies. Accordingly, so-

will see their five-year terms
cut short whenever the
change isimplemented.

PM Narendra Modi’s
backing for the plan, which
culminated in constitution
. of the committee, means
BJP, if it returns to office,
canpushthroughtheamend-
ments with its implementa-
tion likely to be promised in
its election manifesto this ti-

- thestates.

Lessthan 200 days sinceit
was set up on Sept 2 last year,
the committee, headed by
former President Ram Nath

. Kovind, submitted its report

to President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Thursday, underli-
ning the keenness to move
ahead with the change.

> Related report, P 28



Putin asks voters in Russia =

& annexed Ukraine to unite

Kyiv Calls Polls

In Its Territories

Void; Ramps Up
Border Strikes

resident Vladimir Putin
appealed Thursday to vot-
ers, including in annexed
parts of Ukraine, to be united
In determining Russia’s future
by casting ballots in this we-
ek’s presidential election, whi-
ch heisall but certain to win.
“Iam convinced: you reali-
se what a difficult period our
country is going through... It is
vital to underscore our cohe-
sion and resolve and move for-
ward together. Every vote you
cast is valued and meaning-
ful,” Putin said in a video add-
ress first shown in the Russian
far east and reported by natio-
nal news agencies. “I therefore
ask you in the coming threeda-
ys to exercise your right to vo-
te.” Putin (71), who has been in
power as presidentor PMsince
2000, faces three challengers in
three days of voting beginning
on Friday. None of the chal-
lengers has criticised him.
In his videoremarks, Putin
said all voters wanted to see a
strong, prosperous and free:
Russia “in order to raiseliving
standards and the quality of 1i-
fe. And that is how it will be”.
The very act of voting, Putin
said, was a “demonstration of
patriotic feeling”. And this, he
said, was particularly felt in
areas of eastern and southern
Ukraine now held by Russian

forces—somesincethelaunch

of fhe Feb 2022 invasion,
others taken over by Russian-
backed separatists in 2014.
Putinsaid the patrioticcho-
ices were clear to residents of
areas in Donbas in eastern UK-
raine and Novorossiya—atsa-
rist term for parts of southern
Ukraine

_- whohad voted for -

annexation by Russia in 2022
referendums denounced by
Western countries as illegal.
“(They) voted ina referendum
in the most difficult of condi-
tions for unification with Rus-
sia and will again in the co-
ming days make their chgiqe,

Putin said. “Those participa-
ting in the special operation

election on March

15-17, which President Vladimir Putin is certain to win

INC 2§ HOW RUSSIA CHOOSES PREZ

LIGIBILITY i
i Flrst, candidates must be a Russian citizen, at
least 35 years old and have llved permanently in
Russla for the past 10 years

NOMINATION
Then, a candidate must be nominated In one
of three ways:
=
M| A £/

Br a By a political By a group of at
political | party outsidethe | least 500 people
arty in | State Duma (with | (with 3,00,000
the State | 1,00,000 supporter supporter

Duma signatures) signatures)
CANDIDATE REGISTRATION

Then, the Central Election Commission must
review a candidate’s application before

Russuan'dolls depicting Russi ident Vhdlmirutn and predecessors :
DIGUOIRASS I es g N g placing them on the ballot

Dmitry Medvedev, Boris Yeltsin, Mikhail Gorbachev and Leonid Brezhnev

A ammACCHEZDE 7 S

s e rdors et ot  LLAERE Yoabies

| PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
PUTIN IN POWER TILL 2036? ' One candidate | No candidate
An ex-KGB It colonel, Putin (71) was made acting prez on last fece;gg/: "f‘%i;ha" e ggogetéha"
day of 1999. He then served two 4-year terms from 2000-2008 g .
before becoming PM from 2008-12. He returned to presidency ‘ xl/ l
in 2012 once prez terms were extended to 6 years, & againin |
2018. In 2020, constitution changes allowed Putinto serve2 | &getg‘;"ga;&‘:ggtgfs
more 6-year terms from 2024. His win in this election will mark % president of Russia from first round
5th term. He can be re-elected in 2030, extending rule til 2036 g
!  123MELIGIB
EYEING STALIN'S NO ANTI-WAR CANDIDATE [ OIS ‘ ‘ ¥ 67.5%
RECORD? Boris Nadezhdin and A N Turnout in
Putin has '], Yekaterina Duntsova, JEUNE 2018 election
already Served ”?? " who gathered tens of ‘
as president for * ¢ thousands of signatures 3 PUTINISM
longer than any A ) y tovsuppor_t ca_n<_i|daC|es. e POPULAR?
other Russian rulér ~ 7] were ruled ineligible Y7 Al West casts
since Josef Stalin, beating Z 2 #° "0 Vote to be held in Russia- Putinasa
even Leonid Brezhnev’s e \ occupied parts of Ukraine,a ERIVETRNETNTIEY
18-year tenure. Stalin ruled" |1 move cenounced by West___ [STINPAYT
Soviet Union for 29 years ‘ y @ q“ U FIRST 3-DAY VOTE | dic_tqtor, but
TOKEN RACE | Putin is & Z“' ‘g‘r!ﬁk 1 II?;: ;::psetﬂ:zg\:io;is g? ll:\t;(t)r?epo"s :
Wit Wi \<: [ ¢ N\
running against Communist  EVEIVE wxco.'t, PRIV VSN instead of one. Itis - | show thathe
NIW Kharltonov; called for massive election day protest  BE{ING) the fll’St time has approval
Leonid Slutsky, leader OPPOSITION SUPPRESSED | voters in29 regions | ratings of
of the nationalist Liberal Alexei Navalny died in an - can vote online 85%
Democratic Party; & “« | Arcticprison thataidessay | =
Viadislav Davankov of the was a political murder. Two | FREE & FAIR? Observers have
New People party. They more opposition figures criticised extending the vote over
support Kremlin policies & - llya Yashin and Vladimir several days and allowing online
are unlikely to get enough Kaza-Murza - are in jail for - balloting, saying such tactics
votes to moun_t'a'challenge" o criticising Ukralng w‘ar b § hlnqerfelec_:tlpntranspamncy‘r o
will also vote. They are an ex- guard said it was'fighting off move that most of the global
' amples toall Russians.” | attacks from pro-Ukrainian community has refused to re-
Aheadof thevote;Kyivhas militiasin Kursk, the latest in cognise. Inoceupied city of Ma-
ramped up its aerial bombard- astring of border clashes, riupol, officials opened pop-up
ment of Russian regions just Kyiv says staging polls on  polling stations at small tables
m:i&emlme?” bordlgfil ﬁé Ukrainian territory is illegal. inthestreet andonthehoodslgg
i kb ere 3 | Early votingisunderwayin  cars, Banners were unfurd )
AWaveof attn wounded in  occupied territories of Ukral:  sporting ared, white and bue
an roglon ckson theRusel: - ne, and the vote will also take | V" logo - 2 army symbol
Belgorod Thurs. place in Crimea, the peninswla  usedasasignof supportforthe
pe
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day,
2% And the Russian national

--nnrn'-}-n’nﬂff:u'[-.h’

X s

L 2N

| 1_qpnexed by Moscow in 2014 —a

military ¢ ive. REUTERS & AFP
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