Dates for Putin’s India visit

‘almost’ finalised. s

TiMes News NETWORK

most” finalised the datt
for President Viadi Pu-
tin’s visit to India forthe an-
nual India-Russia summit,
said NSA Ajit Doval during
his visit to Moscow. Both
sides had said last year Putin
would travel to India in 2025
for the annual summit but
they have not been able to co-
nfirm a date till now for what
would be the president’s first
visit to India since the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.
Official sources later said
no specific time or date had
been indicated by the NSA in
his engagements. They also
denied Russian mediareports
that Putin is coming in Aug.
The leaders are likely to meet
in any case this month on the
margins of the SCO summit
in Tianjin. Doval also called
on Putin during his visit.
“We are very excited to
learn about the visit of Presi-
dentPutin toIndia.Ithink the
dates are almost finalised.
Summit-level meetings have
always been watershed points
that have given direction to
the relationship,” said Doval
in a meeting with his R§1§S¥an
counterpart Sergey Shoigu
in which they discussed ener-
gy and defence cooperation.
Underscoring  time-tested
ties with India, the Russian
official said Moscow is ready
to work with India to form

India and Russia have “al-
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File photo of PM Narendra Modi with Russian President Viadimir Putin

on the sidelines of the Brics Summit in Kazan, Russia, in Oct 2024

a just and sustainable world
order and ensure the suprem-
acy of international law.

Putin’svisit willalsofollow
a US-India trade war that has
been exacerbated further by
US President Trump’s efforts
toforce India to cut down ener-
gy and defence imports from
Russia. With the Kremlin con-
firming that Putin and Trump
are likely to meet in the “com-
ing days”, India is hoping
Trump would be successful in
brokering a Russia-Ukraine
ceasefire that would take care
also of some of the sticking
points in India’s ties with the
US. Doval was briefed about
US special envoy Steve Wit-
koff’s talks with Putin that led
to the announcement about a
Trump-Putin meeting. EAM
S Jaishankar is also scheduled
to travel to Moscow soon.

Doval expressed hope that
the Modi-Putin summit
would providenewdirections
for development of bilateral
ties and produce a “tangible
and substantial” outcome.
Doval further said that under
prevailing global uncertain-
ties, the India-Russia old stra-
tegic and privileged partner-
ship has got a very special
role to play. He also thanked
Russia for support after the
Pahalgam terror attack.

Shoigu was quoted as
saying that for Moscow, the
most important thing is to
comprehensively strengthen
the special privileged strate-
gic partnership with India,
which is based on “mutual
respect, trust, equal consid-
eration of each other’s inter-
ests, and the desire to pro-
moteaunifying agenda”.
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I PM: Will protect ous
price for it

“For us, the interests of

: ourfarmersistoppriority In-
i dia willnever compromise on
: the interests of its farmers,
:  dairyfarmersand fishermen.

I know I will personally have

to pay a heavy price but I am
: prepared for it,” Modi said.

The PM's remarks came

: hoursafter Trump imposed an

" i additional 25% tariff burden

: on Indian goods as a penalty
: for, ostensibly buying Russian
: oil, bringing the overall duty

US to help sidestep potential
: @timesofindia.com m tariffs on iPhones | p 23
T TURBULENCE > Trump calls
: : PM Modi : on Intel CEO
Dy to U Paay. | Gol crosses ¥1.021/10gm | Lip-Bu Tan to resign because
i siontoraisethetariff against - | O0 MCX. Rupee extends | interest' over ‘China ties' | P 23
{ India to 50% bﬁ'm ruling out meovazt ;;g-uﬂ?l L m;ss;an#r@demm;nm
i concessions to American bu- | higher against may meet Trump
: sinessintheagriculture,dai- | » Senmsex slides over 700 UAE next week. US unsure
: ryandfisherysectors,andsa- | points mid-session but of summit unless Putin also
: idhewasreadytopayanypri- | recovers all lost ground to meets Ukrainian President
. »China envoy: Give bully close a marginal 79 points Volodymyr Zelensky | P 23
: ind:.lu‘ltahamlo.l'nm up at 80,623 points | P 26 » Trump's higher tariffs
: PEDIT PAGE: Magamatics/ | > Trump announces Apple between 10% and 50% on
: India’s 21-day Trump trap will invest additional $100bn in | 90 countries kick in | P 26
{ ce he may personally have to .
| payforresistingthepressure. 10 DAL 50% duty, exporters rush shipments

Indian exporters are rushing shipments ahead of the Aug 27
deadline, when the customs duty becomes 50%. For several
exporters, advancing shipments has meant that manpower
has been redeployed to meet the requirements of US buyers.
Indian businesses have worked out an arrangement with seve-
ral buyers where the 25% burden is being split equally. P26

on Indian exports to 50% and
further fanning tariff ten-
sions. US’s insistence on ac-
cess to agriculture, dairy and
fishery sectors has been
among the major points of dis-

cord, with India putting its fo-

ot down. “For the farmers of
my country, for the fishermen
of my country; for the livestock
rearers of my country, Bharat
stands ready today,” he said.
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" Trump: 2x on India
a warning to China

~1 rump said that the 25% se-

condary tariff on India is
awarningfor China, amid in-
dications that New Delhi is
becoming collateral damage
inagreat power fracas. Asked
if China could face similar
es for buying Russian
oil, he said, “It may happen. I
don’t know, I can’t tell you yet.
We are doing it probably with
a couple of others, one of
them could be China.” P23

Lula speaks to Modi
on ‘unilateral’ tariffs
S eartion Dresitent

LuizInécioLuladaSilva, inan
hour-long call with PM Modi
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Thursday, discussed the “im- :

position of unilateral tariffs”,

exploring the possibility of :
greater integration between :
the two countries. Lulaalsoac- :
cepted Modi's invitation to vi- :
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