IAF to hold

2-day wargame
along frontier
with Paki

NEW ay 6 (PTD)

THE IndianAir Force (IAF)
will carry out a two-day
mega military exercise
along the border with
Pakistan fromWednesday
that will involve all the
frontline fighter jets
including Rafale, Su-30
and Jaguar aircraft,
sources in the defence
establishment said on
Tuesday.

The exercise is taking
place amid heightened
tensions between India
and Pakistanover the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack
that killed 26 people.

India’s civil aviation
authorities have already
issued a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) for the majorair
exercise that will largely
take place along the
SouthernandWestern sec-
tion of the Indo-Pakistan
border. India’s frontline
fighter jets including the
Rafale, Su-30 MKI, MiG-29,
Mirage-2000, Tejas and
AWACS (AirborneWarning
and Control System) air-
craft are set to feature in
the exercise, the sources
said. In the course of the
exercise, the IAF will sim-
ulate enemy targets on
ground and in theair with
deadly precision, they
said. The militaries ofboth
India and Pakistanareon
a high alert following ris-
ing tensions between the
two nations.

Soon after the Pahalgam
terror attack, India, citing
“cross-borderlinkages” to
the strike, promised severe
punishment to those
involved in it

In a high-level meeting
with the top defencebrass
onApril 29, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the
armed forces have “com-
plete operational f[ree-
dom” to decide on the
mode, targets and timing
of India’s response to the
terror attack.




After historic defe

BERLIN, May 6 (AP)

FRIEDRICH Merz succeeded
Tuesday in his bid to become
the next German Chancellor
during a second vote in
Parliament, hours after he suf-
fered ahistoric defeatin the first
round.

The conservative leader had
been expected to smoothlywin
the vote to become Germany's
10th chancellor since World War
II. No candidate for Chancellor

in postwar Germany has failed
to win on the first ballot.

Merz received 325 votes in
the second ballot.

iedrich Merz
jermany’s Chancellor

He needed a majority of 316
out of 630 votes in a secret bal-
lot but only received 310 votes
in the first round — well short
of the328seats held by his coali-
tion.

Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on
Tuesday he seeks more
European and transatlantic
leadership from Germany fol-
lowing Friedrich Merz's win to
become the country’s 10th
Chancellor.



NEW YORK, May 6 (PT1)

UN SECURITY Council member nations
have posed tough questions W Pakistan
while discussing the Pahalgam terrorattnck
amid increasing global outrage over 1
dastardly strike that killed 26 civiians.

The Security Council refused to issue a
statement following the meeting whichwas
Il ina consultative room rather than the
main hall, effectively dismissing Pakistan’s
attempt o get a favourable position from
the Security Council.

There was broad condemnation of
the terrorst attack und the need 1o fix
accountability for it, authoriative sources
told PTTalter an mformal session ofthe top
UN body.

"The United Nations Security Council
members raised ough gquestions for
Pakistan at its informal session. 1L was
advised w0 sorl oul the issues bilatemlly
with India,” & source said,

At the deliberations, the UN Security
Council discussed rising tensions between
Indinand Pakistanand severud envoyscalled
fior de-escalation,

Although the 15-member UNSC did not
issue u sttement, Pakistun claimed that is

poses toug

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
delivers a statament regarding the
escalating tensions between India and
Pakistan following the Pahalgam termor
attack, In USA, on Manday.

PTI}

pwn abjectives were “largely served”.
Pakistan is one of the non-permanent
members of the UN Security Council.
Greece, President of the TINSC for the
munth of May, had scheduled the meeting
on Monday following arequest by Pakistan.

Assistunt Secretary-General for the Middle
East, Asiaand the Pacific inthe Departments
of Political and Peacebuilding Alfairs and
Feace Operations Khaled Mohamed Khiari
of Tunisia briefed the Council on behall of
both departments (DPPA and DPO).

Coming out of the meeting, Khiari said
there was a call for “dialogue and peaceful
resolution of the conflict.” He noted that
the “situation is volatile,”

Ambassador  Evangelos Sekeris, a
Permanent Representative of Greece Lo the
United Nations and the current UNSC
President, described it as o “productive
meeting, helpful”.

A Russian diplomat said, “We hope for
de-escalation.”

The sources added that there was broad
condemnation of the termorist attack and
recognition of the need for accountability,
Sormemembers specifically brought up tar-
geting of toursts on the basis of their reli-
gious faith, the sources said. INSC mem-
hers refused to accept the
“lulse flag” narrative and
asked whether Pakistan-
based Lashlar-e-Taiha was
likely o be invalved.
(Contd an page 1)

Read Editarial
PREPARING FOR WAR
on page 6

Mock drills in
nearly 300 distts

Security personnel stand guard in & park amid high alert, in

Srinagar, Tuesday.

PTI}

NEW DELHI, May T (FT1)

THEstage isset[oranationwide
muock drill on Wednesday with
all States and Union Territorles
preparing (o operationalise air-
raid sirens and
trafn peaple on
evacuation pro-
tocolsand clean-
ing of bunkers
and  tenches

among uther sweps in the evem
of a “hostile aitack”.

Theemergency preparedness,
the first perhaps since 1971, will
be conducted by most States
from 4 pm.

Home Ministry officials said
nearly 300 civil defence districis
with sensitive installations like
nuclear plants, military bases,
refineries, and hydroelectric

(Contd on page 3)



‘GAGANYAAN MISSION slat

NEW DELHI. May 6 (PTI)

THE launch of India's maiden
human space flight -- Gaganyaan
-- has been pushed to the fi
quarter of 2027, nearly five vears
later than the original schedule
asitracestoacetechnologiesfor
such complex projects.

The first uncrewed mission of
the Gaganyaan projectis expect-
ed to be launched laterthis year,
which will be followed by two
more similar missions in 2026,
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) Chairman
VNarayanan said at a press con-
ference. “The first crewed mis-
sionistargeted forthefirstquar-
terof 2027," Narayanan said and
added ISRO would send a hall-
humanoid robot -- Vyommitra -
- as part of the uncrewed mis-
sion before sending astronauts
to low-Earth orbit.

b))

Prime Minister N aModi
announcedtheG yaan proj-
ectduringhis \
address i 8 and sel a target

or achieving India's
human space flight.

e project has run into sev-
eral delays, partly due to the
Covid pandemic that affected
the training of astronauts, and
complexities of mastering the
crucial technologies required for
the mission.The crewed mission
was expected to take place in
2025 and later slotted for 2026.
It has now been delayed 1o the
first quarter of 2027,

Besides developing the
human-rated launch vehicle for
the Gaganyan mission, ISRO sci-
entists have also built from
scratch the Environment Control
andLife Support System (ECLSS)
for the mission, which will
involve taking the astronauts to

Uil OF indi:

r first quarter of 2027

IMAKer vivex

ISRO Chief Narayanan

low-Earthorbitof400 kilometres
above the Earth for a few days
and getting them back safely.

The ECLSS will help maintain
cabin pressure, humidity, tem-
perature, quality of air and per-
sonal hygiene managementsys-
tem in the spacecraft during the
duration of the mission.

“It is a very complex process.
For the first time we undertook
this development. 1 want to say,

OdllRdl CAMALIITUL

90 per cent of the work is com-
pleted and we are in the final
phase of  qualification,”
Narayanan said.

If successful, Indiawill become
only the fourth country after
Russia, the USandChinatoinde-
pendently launch humans into
space.

Narayanansaid space docking
experiments comprising two
satellites launched by a PSLV
rocket in December were suc-
cessful and ISRO was planning
SPADEX-2.

A proposal on this will be pre-
sented to the government soon,
he said.

He said judicious use of fuel
during the ongoing SPADEX mis-
sion allowed ISRO to conduct
more experiments in orbit that
included circumnavigating one
satellite around the other in
March.



Pak troops target LoG post

JAMMU, May 6 (PTI)

PAKISTANItroops continuedto
violate the ceasefire along the
Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir, resorting to
unprovoked [iring across mul-
tiple sectors and prompting a
strong and calibrated response
from the Indian Army.

This marks the 12th consec-
utive night of such provocations
amid escalating tensions
between India and Pakistan fol-
lowing the April 22 terror attack
in Pahalgam that left 26 dead.

“During the night of May 5-
6, Pakistan Army initiated
unprovoked small-arms fire
across the LoC in areas oppo-
site  Kupwara, Baramulla,
Poonch, Rajouri, Mendhar,
Naushera, Sunderbani, and

Akhnoor,"”
spokesperson in Jar
The firing exc
ing places i e districts out
of sey order districts of
u and Kashmir. So far,
therehasbeennofiringreports
along International Border in
Samba and Kathua districts.
Thelatest round of cross-bor-
der [iring [urther undermines
the ceasefireagreement reached
in February 2021, which is now
largely seen as ineffective due
to Pakistan's frequentviolations
across the 740-km-long LoC.
Thelatest hostilitiesbeganin
the northern districts of
Kupwara and Baramulla in the
Kashmir Valley, before spread-
ing southwards to Rajouri,
Poonch, Akhnoor, and the
Pargwal sector along the

International Border in Jammu
district. The firing affected five
border districts -- Baramulla,
Kupwara, Poonch, Rajouri, and
Jammu. Since the night of April
24, hours after India suspend-
ed the Indus Waters Treaty in
response to the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack—Pakistani Lroops
haverepeatedly targeted Indian
positionsalong the LoC, begin-
ning in the Kashmir Valley and
quickly expanding to the Jammu
region,

Inaseriesofretaliatory meas-
ures, Pakistan blocked its air-
space for Indian carriers, shut
down the Wagah border cross-
ing, suspended bilateral trade,
and warned that any diversion
ofwaterunder the IndusWaters
Treaty would be considered an
“Act of War."

lan Army retaliates

Pakistani intruder
arrested along LoC
in J&K’s Poonch

JAMMU, May 6 (PT)

A 26-YEAR-old Pakistani
intruder was arrested along
theLineof Controlin Jammu
and Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
tricton Tuesday, officials said.

The arrest came amid a
diplomaticflare-up between
India and Pakistan and
almost daily ceasefire viola-
tions on the borders in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam
terror attack in which 26
people, mostly tourists, were
killed.










