0% On US But It's
Not Good Enough

Chidanand Rajghatta |
Washington: Ties between

US and India are heg

downhill on the slippery csi]ei
pe of Russian oil. Accusing
New Delhi of “fuelling the
(Russian) war machine”, US
President Donald Trump sa-
id he would, in the next 24 ho-
urs, raise tariffs on Indian ex-
ports “substantially” on top
of the 25% he has already an-
nounced. In a phone-in inter-

minister Guy Parmelin fly to

Sk
> Trump :.adys on over immm
Wb o pharma machinery and watchmaking

2. ounced ‘within next | » Trump says US is close to a
i ”J,,:";gmm'u trade deal with China and that
o mammﬂ ".!.snoinqwno he would meet President Xi
: 150% 250% Jinping before the end of the
relgg ;’:I;hq;d n;th burn its year if an agreement is struck
Nip with a ‘strong ally > President says treasury

like India’ and give a pass to -mjﬁéﬁmtﬂdmm
China, says Nikki Haley didn’t want to be nominated
Keller-Sutterand business | Fedchief =g
India has right to pick trade partners: Russia

ussia said Tuesday that sovereign countries have the right to

woke’ JLR in
absolute turmoil

“hortly after Tata Motors :
group CFO P B Balaji was :
named the next CEO of Jagu- :
ar Land Rover, Donald Trump :
ripped into the company say- :
ing it was in “absolutetrme- :
il” and its boss had left the :
firm “indisgrace”. :
The US president also :
slammed the British luzury :
automaker’s recent rebran-
ding campaign as “stupid” :
and “seriously woke”, pos- !
ting on Truth Socizl, “Who :

view on CNBC, Trump clai- select their partners in trade and economic cooperation ba- wantstobuyaJaguarafierio- :
medthatNewI}e]hihadagre— sed on their interests, a day after Trump threatened to raise ta- okingatzhgdisggrz;mad?” :
ed to zero tariffs for US ex- riffsonIndiaforbuyingRussianoil. “Webelievesovereign count- A video teaser relessed :
temp deal?/R Russia ners on their own and independently determine thosemodesof ~ featured expressionless mo- :
P EU still tradeand economiccooperation thatsuit theinterestsof acount-  delsand bright colours—bat :
;UH;;n"'“d' : o loves ry in question,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said. en novehicles. asencies :
e"'g,l -
- ia but asserted urs after New Delhi defiantly ThefactthatformerUSam- nowchanged. forcingNew Del-
?Eg%ﬁgf glg:dl%ni;ugh becau- said it would cont:lnpe.to buy bassadortoIndiaEricGarcetti hi, and many other countries,
seof the Russia issue. Russian’ oil, arguing that hasconfirmed thisappearsto o consider switching policy :
" «Andif they’regoingtodo Washington had actively en- have irked the Trump White dependmgm ﬁ;nmmwhrdwam co- :
inat (fuel the war machine), couraged such imports byln,  House whichsuggststhathe  mes :
then I'm not going o be hp g;aerf;;marketssmhmfmz dia a free pass. Theruleshave  »Continued on P15

pg”apeeved'l‘rumpsaidho-

..........................

--------------------

..........................

-------------------------

-



“MoD clears big arms deals, '
- including BrahMos,
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ritise synergy across the Army,

i-  NavyandIAF.P12

LE drones, armed with airto-

ground missiles and laser-gui- :
ded bombs as well as capable of
operating at long ranges, was :
acutely felt for the three servi- :
ces during Operation Sindoor,”

asenior official told TOL
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Dhaka: Bangladesh interim
govt chief Muhammad Yu-
nus on Tuesday marked the
one year anniversary since
the overthrow of the Sheikh
Hasina govt by calling on peo-
ple to build a ‘New Bangla-
desh’ashesaid that the natio-
nal election could be held be-

leading the interim govt as its
chief adviser until the natio-
nal election is held, also unvei-
led the ‘July Declaration’ to
mark the “uprising” thatled to
the Hasina govt’s fall on Aug5.

“The ‘July Declaration’
willfeature in the schedule of
the reformed Constitution as
framed by govt formed thro-

ugh the next national elec-

fore Ramadan in Feb.
In a televised spe-
ech in the evening,
Yunus said, “We, on [*
behalf of govt, will
provide all kinds of
help and cooperation
so that this election can be
conducted in a fair, peaceful
and festive manner.” '

“On behalf of the goﬁ we

will send a letter to the chief
election commissioner, so that

the election commission orga-
nises the national election be-

fore the next Ramadan, in Feb
2026,” he said, adding “for ma-
ny years, none of us could vo-
te, but this time, we will all vo-

te”, a reference to alleged irre-
gularities during polls held

under the Hasinagovt.
- Earlier in the day, the No-
bel Peace Prize winner who is

tion,” hesaid, whilere- !
ading out the 28-point
| declaration in presen- |
| ce of top political lea- !
ders  representing !
BNP, Jamaat, National
! Citizen Party and :
others atanevent here. :
“The people express a ':

~ strong desire to bring under

trial crimes involving all :
kinds of oppression, violence :

- and looting of state property :

and also crimes of enforced

disappearanceandmurder,in-

dividual and mass Killings, :
and crimes against humanity :
perpetrated by the fascist :
Awami League govt during :
the 16-year-long anti-fascist :
agitation of the people of :

BangladeshandduringtheJu- |

lymassuprisinSOfM"ﬂm ,

declaration said.
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. Over 130 Rescued, DR

: Dehradun: Four people died,
more than 50 are feared mis-
: mngandoverthreedozenbu-
¢ ildings were destro destroyed after a
: ﬂashﬂoodmggemibyaclo-
ud]mrstoraglacialbmsthit_
: mUttarkashlmst!wtamund
1.50pm on Tuesday.
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Deadly flash flood flattens-viilage

near Gangotrr A aeaC 50+ mlssmg;
AR 3nozzu BLDGS GONE IN 20 SECS
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Among Missing.
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over 130 people were rescued ‘The first flood wave was - missingfollowing the deluge. ca“se Glaclalhurst?
: from the village by late eve- channelled through the Khe- The floodwaters, laden "[‘heﬂashﬂoodthatmvaged

S a'Gadghadera (stream) into with debris, carried sludge Dharali was likely caused
S, Bhagirathi- ~ and boulders into the Kheer aglamm‘oollapeeorgiacial
Gad river catchment area, bu- lnkebmach upstream, rather
ryinghomesandbusmesses than a cloudburst, several ex-
perhssaidaﬁetsmdyingweat-

Gonﬂmled onP 22 herandsatellitedata.Pzz
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i called upon relevant parties
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Eye on

To Joint Patrol In
South China Sea

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India and the
Philippines upgraded their
relationship to a strategic
partnership with focus on ex-
panding defence, security
and maritime cooperation, as

: PM Modi on Tuesday hosted

i President Ferdinand Marcos .

: Jrforbilateral talks.

The two sides signed 13

¢ agreements and MoUs, which
: included finalisation of terms
i of reference for cooperation
: between all three wings of the
: armed forces, as Modi ex-
: pressedsupport for freedom of
i navigation in the Indo-Pacific
i inlinewith international laws.

Amid protests by China

i against joint patrolling by In-
: diaand the Philippines in the
¢ South China Sea (SCS), both
: sides expressed concern over
¢ “coerciveand aggressiveacti-
: ons” there that impact regi-
i onal peace and stability and

" to exercise self-restraint and

commit to peaceful and con-
structive means to resolve
and manage disputes.
According to a joint state-
ment, theleadersunderscored

sessiesstaRRRRERRERE PP TEEA R L b

Beijing, Del
unite in stra

While Indian avy ships

undertook their
Sea with the Philippines, Beijing accused Manila of ‘rallying an external

b &

first joint patrol of South China

country to interfere in SCS'. china did not name India

that the final and binding 2016
arbitral award on the SCS was
a significant milestone and
thebasis for peacefully resolv-
ing disputes in accordance
with international law. The
award had refuted China’s ex-
‘pansive claims on SCS waters
in its dispute with Manila. In
2023, India had for the first
time explicitly called upon
China to abide by the ruling
and followed it up with a simi-
lar assertion in a joint state-
ment with Quad a year later.
Among other key takeaw-
ays from the meeting was
adoption of terms of refer-
ence for negotiations for a
preferential trade agreement
and signing of an agreement
for mutual legal assistance in
criminal matters. Theleaders
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also adopted a plan of action
(2025-2029) for implementa-
tion of the strategic partner-
ship. India also announced a
gratis e-tourist visa facility
for Filipino nationals for a pe-
riod of one year.

Modi also thanked Mar-
oos, who has been looking to
ramp up defence and security
cooperation with countries
like India and Japan amid in-
creasing tensions with China
in the SCS, for a strong con-
demnation of the Pahalgam
terroristattack. e 4

“Ag maritime nations,
maritime cooperation be-
tween the two countries is
both natural and necessary.
Today, when the President is
in India, three shipsof the In-

sessismssssssssssanae - wsne
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dian Navy are participating

lippines for the first time. In-

in a naval exercise in the Phi-

dia’s hydrography shipisalso :

involved in this,”

Modi said, @

adding that India and Philip- : |

pines are friends by choice,
and partners by destiny.

Theleaders called forexpe-
ditious conclusion of negotia- :
tionsforthepreferentialtrade :

agreement

(PTA) for promo-

tion of mutual trade and Ma-
nila expressed interest in pro-
curing more defence equip- :

ment from India, apart from
the BrahMos missile defence
India is already sup-

ssianibnd

S ; :
plying to it. For India, helping :
Manila build upitsdefenceca- :
pabilities is also a way of get- :

ting back at Beijing, a major :

defencesupplier to Pakistan.
The visit by Marcos, Who
backed interoperability be-
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tween the armed forces of the :

two countries, coincided with

SCSwith the Philippines. The
PLA accused the Philippines
of “rallyinganexternal coun-
try to interfere in the SCS by

India’sfirst joint patrolof the

organising so-called joint pa-

trols which undermine re-
gional peace and stability”. It
did not name India. '

The visit by Marcos also
took place ahead of a likely
visit to China by Modi later
this month for the SCO sum-
mit. Talks are also on for a
possible visit by Chinese for-
eign minister Wang Yi to In-
diathismonth.
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drones, which are faster

~ »Continued from P1

e 87 drones, with ISR (intelli-
gence, surveillance and recon-
naissance) and weapon-carrying

. capability, will cost around Rs 20,000
: crore. Another Rs11,000 crore will be for

: logisticalandother supportbythe OEM

: (original equipment manufacturer) for
: 10years,” theseniorofficialadded.

India, of course, had used Israeli-
: origin Harop and Harpy kamikaze
: drones, which act as cruise missiles by

: exploding into enemy assets and ra-
i dars, tohittargetsdeep inside Pakistan -

i duringthe May 7-10 hostilities.

i  Thearmed forces hope to induct the
i 87 new MALE drones, which return to
i their bases after strike missions, faster

: than the 3l-armed MQ-9B ‘Predator’

{ HALE (high-altitude, long endurance)
: dronesorderedfromthe USforRs32,350
: crore in Oct last year, which will be de-

The total value of deals inked for BrahMos
has crossed Rs 58,000 crore over the years

~ livered only in the 2029-30 timeframe.

The over 110 air-launched BrahMos
missiles, which are jointly manufac-

~ tured by India and Russia, in turn, will

costaround Rs 10,800 crore.

 These 450-km range missiles, which

fly almost three times the speed of
sound at Mach 2.8, combined with Suk-
hoi-30MKI fighters, with a combat radi-
usof about1,500-km, constituteadeadly
weapons zfackaggé 1:3 Og}as witnessed
during Operation Sindoor.

The DAC also accorded AoN for

eight BrahMos fire control systems and
verticallaunchers for older Indian war- :

ships for Rs 650 crore.

Around 20 frontline warships, in- :
cluding the latest destroyers and fri- :
gates, arealready armed with the Brah-
Mos missiles. In March last year, thede-
fence ministry had inked a Rs 19,519 :
crore deal for procurement of over 220 :

BrahMos missiles for frontline war- :
ships with the Indo-Russian joint ven-
ture BrahMos Aerospace. The total val- '

ue of deals inked for BrahMos has :
crossed Rs 58,000 crore over the years, :
with the missiles becoming the “prime
conventional (non-nuclear) precision :

strike weapons” for the armed forces.

For the Army, the DAC gave thenod
for new thermal imager-based driver :
night-sights for infantry combat vehi- :
cles (BMPs). “This would provide high- :
ér mobility and operational advan- :
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~ tage,” another official said.
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