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Residents shifted to a safer ground from a flood-affected area in

Imphal on Tuesday.

(PTI)

NEW DELHI, June 4 (PTI)

INDIArecorded32.3 million (3.23
crore) internal displacements due
Lo disasters, such as floods and

Philippines and the US record-
ed the highest figures over the
past decade,” the report said.
China recorded 46.9 million
internal displacements and the

ord highest after China and Philippines

storms, between 2015 and 2024,
the third highest in the world
alter China and the Philippines,
according to a new report.

The report by the Geneva-
based Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre (IDMC) said
disasters triggered 264.8 million
internal displacementsorforced
movementsacross 210 countries
and territories during this peri-
od. East and South Asia were the
most affected regions.

“At  the country level,
Bangladesh, China, India, the

Philippines 46.1 million.

The report said that nearly 90
per cent of global disaster dis-
placements were the result of
floods and storms.

“Storms triggered most of the
world's disaster displacements
between2015and 2024, account-
ingfor 120.9 millionmovements,”
it said. Floods triggered 114.8
milliondisplacementsduring the
same period. Cyclones, includ-
ing Amphan in 2020, accounted
for about 92 per cent ofall storm
displacements globally.
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phase, which will also re-
Mthls time, betwe-
Feb9and 28,2027. The po- -

countwﬂlberecor—
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Ma'fch 1,2027, fol-_

Popn Count R
Date: Midni BE BASIS OF DELIMITATION? .
. Vi nlght :ﬂlfbmndentscan be conducted based on first -
-enum
March 1, 2027, | enumerators opture dataon | 5 soicationsia
BhartiJain@timesofindia.com their phones or tablets. Data Notification likely on Jube
could be released sooner 16, 2025 in accordance
New Delhi: The Census ex- than earlier counts that Census Act, 1948 -
ercise, put on hold over five lagged by 5-6 years. Caste > 2574 crore allotted in
years ago due to the Covid data could be out in 3 years | Budget, Census and NPR
outbreak, may start on | > May bebasis for next updation to cost 713,000cr*
April 1, 2026, ending with | delimitation, which is > Bengal, TN, Assam, Kerala
the population count to be crucial for representation and Puducherry, due to go to
taken with the midnight of of states/UTs in LS and polls in May-June 2026, can
March 1, 2027 as the referen- |mplementmg 33%quota | choose 45-day houselisting
cedate. The casteof eachre- | for women in Houses. As schedule between April 1
) EDIT: Finally, sense of us per Iaw. delimitation must and Sept 30to avmd clash
sident of the country willbe dule similar to Census 2011; lowedbya rewsmnal round
recorded, inafirstsincethe it willbe held in two phases  from March1and5,2027.
decennial headcount of — the houselisting phase to The snow-bound areas of
JQ.‘.BL%W of the exercise, be conducted non-synchro- Uttarakhand, Himachal Pra-
-. , s nously over a 45-day period ~ deshand J&K, alongwithLa-
I;:éy tﬁ“twémher ns acrossstatesand UTs anyti- dakh, willundertake popula-
r-reachingsign ;mebetween April1,2026and tion - enumeration siX
el on and imple- Sept30, 2026; followed by the ~ months before the rest of In-
lenta o: . population enumeration dia, that is, sometime in Sept

2026, with the midnight of
Oct 1, 2026, being their ‘non-
synchronous referencedate.
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Delhi's Stand At Multilateral Body
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the restoratinn oot 8 [ > Wants continuation of @ Ideally, ssues thathave ¢ 1
pute settlement mecha- 'special treatment for poor been mandated by the 5 g
nism as the first priority | mdﬂevelopmgootmies! \VTOandaremthir& : oy
for WTO members and cal- > Calls for removal of ?hgmm o :
led for maintaining speci- TIer ‘ Trgappect o opewhec 5 _ .
al treatment for poor and Dpposes China-backgd & freti S N *- : t
developing countnes forInvestment E soen) vedssm ¢ )
Afteram yof trade .| faci e s _ ! C
ministers here, commemé- '.', on Issues 'coubﬂusacem& Eig
_ INDUSTRY MINISTER £ 4
ter told re- principles are respected : f
: _anp,worktowggdsgmbalm- 3,
‘odand global growthintra- : :
-
SR !

intments to the appellate
w4 ~ body for resolving u.-‘
tes, rendermg it usqhss

_ Ifﬁi'ﬂ_l"fof reinvigors
- amid a series of blows
‘the US during su

The US has blocked ap

I

 pu setl ent*Th i%‘ |
ism is seen to be at the

~ presidential tenures, star- :
ﬁ; “ting with Barammd. :

E anr
..'.' ljgy aewe

-'len-.:-.':.uc




A ¢ ] A

g
.",'_l'_'?l_"_ii_i-niiiillilll banah

.....................................................

Pakistanidelegftions Wednesday as
they arrived separately in the US
capital to present their respective
versions of Pahalgam massacre, Op
Sindoor; Kashmir issue and the gro-
wing rift between the neighbours,
reporis Chidanand Rajghatta.

- Thespat wastriggered by gratui-

: tous remarks by Bilawal Bhutto,
: leader of the Pakistani delegation,
: whoata press conference at United

Nations in New York likened PM
Moch toa “Temu versmn of (Bem a-

......................................................

t Op Sindoor

failed Generals, will never know
what trueleaderslook like.”

Shashi Tharoor, leader of the In-
dian delegation, appeared to have
anticipated the clash, almost with 2

-sense of relish, noting as the team

arrived in Washington DC that the
Pakistanis would alsobethereatthe
sametime “sothere’sgoingtobeper-
haps an increase in interest because
there are two duelling delegations
in the same city”.

But Bhutto was down for the
count even before he got to Washing-
ton when he was ambushed at the

- UNashe tried to enlist sympathetic
- journalists with planted questions
im  aimed at amplifying Pakistan’s nar-

uis rative about India’s treatment of

Muslims. Embarrassingly for him,

ise. & a reporter called him out saying he
edno  had watched the briefings on both

sides and “as far as I recall, there

nfe- were Muslim Indian military offi-
- cers who were conducting the brief-

ings on the Indian side”.
< Bhutto also claimed that Pakis-
tan radars had locked into 20 Indian

e jetson thenight of May 7and “if we

od wanted, we could’ve taken down all

20", but Pakistan showed restraint

and "only 6 were shot down — the

~ ones thatlaunched strikes”.




Trump, Musk rift

WASHINGTON, June 4 (AP)

ELON Musk blasted President Donald
Trump’s “big, beautiful bill” of tax
breaks and spending cuts as a “dis-
gusting abomination” onTuesday, test-
ing the limits of his political influence
as he targeted the centrepiece of
Republicans’ legislative agenda.

Efficiency.

The broadside, which Musk
issued on his social media plat-
form X, came just days after
the President gave him a cel-
ebratory Oval Office farewell
that marked the end of his
work for the administration,
where he spearheaded the
Department of Government

“I'm sorry, but I just can’t
stand itanymore,” Musk post-
ed on X. “This massive, out-

rageous, pork-filled Congressional
spending bill is a disgusting abomi-
nation. Shame on those who voted for
it: you know you did wrong. You know
i.” The legislation, which has passed
the House and is currently under
debate in the Senate, would curtail
subsidies that benefit Tesla, Musk’s

electric automaker.




South Korea’s new

South Korea's newly-elected President Lee Jae-myung, and his
wife Kim Hea Kyung leave their house in Incheon, South Korea, on

Wednesday.

(AP/PTI)

SEOUL., June 4 (AP)

SOUTH Korea's new President
Lee Jae-myung vowed on
Wednesday to restart dormant
talks with North Korea and bol-
ster a trilateral partnership with
the US and Japan, as he laid out
key policy goals for his single, five-
year term. Lee, who rose from
childhood poverty to become
South Korea's leading liberal
politician vowing to light inequal-
ity and corruption, formally
began his term earlier on
Wednesday, hours alterwinning
asnap electionthatwas triggered
in April by the removal of then-
President Yoon Suk Yeol over his
ill-fated imposition of martial
law late last year.
Inhisinaugural addressat the
National Assembly, Leesaid that
his Government will deal with
North Korean nuclear threats and
its potential military aggressions
with “strong deterrence” based
on the South Korea-US military
alliance. But he said he would
“open a communication chan-
nel with North Korea and estab-
lish peace on the Korean

Peninsula through talks and
cooperation.” He said he will pur-
sue pragmatic diplomacy with
neighbouring countries and
boost trilateral Seoul-
Washington-Tokyo cooperation.
“Through pragmatic diplo-
macy based on national interests,
we will turn the crisis posed by
the major shifl in global eco-
nomic and security landscapes
intoanopportunity tomaximise
our national interests,” Lee said.
SECURITY AND ECONOMIC
CHALLENGES AHEAD: It was
unclear whether Lee's election
would cause any major, imme-
diate shift in South Korea’s for-
eign policy. Lee, previously
accused by critics of tilting
lowards China and North Korea
andaway [rom the USand Japan,
has recently repeatedly stressed
South Koreas alliance with the
US as the foundation ol its for-
eign policyandavoidedany con-
tentious remarks that would raise
questionson hisviewson the US
and Japan."We'll have to now see
il the pressures ol office will cause
Lee Jae-myung Lo govern from
the centre ,” said Ankit Panda,



