LEH, Aug 3 (PTI)

IN A move to bolster strategic
infrastructure, the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) is in the
advanced planning stages of con-
structingnumerous tunnels and
high-altitude passes to ensure
all-weather road connectivity in
eastern Ladakh, a senior officer
said on Saturday.

The BRO is also aggressively
adopting new technologies to
accelerate project execution in
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this high-altitude region, where
the working season is restricted
tojustafewmonthsdueto harsh
winter conditions.

“Primarily, Ladakhislinked by
two national highways - NH 1
and NH 3.We areresponsible for
NH 3. The Rohtang tunnel has
already comeup and weare plan-
ningona few tunnels along pass-
es like Baralacha and Tanglang,”
Col. Deepak Palande, director,
works and resources, Project
Himank, told PTI here.

BRO’s Project Himank was
raised for the development of
road communication in Ladakh
region. It ensures the mainte-
nance of communication and
access to strategic areas close to
the Line of Actual Control with
China.

Col. Palandesaid the planning
of these tunnels is at a “very
advanced stage”.

“The alignments are almost
approved and the final survey is
on. The detailed project report
will be made soon,” he added.

He said each tunnel will have
adifferent timeline, varying from
five to seven years.

“It is a very complex project.
It depends on soil composition,
soil content, rock content, tech-
nical surveys, geo survey reports,
GSI-GTlIreports.All these reports
come into play,” the officer said.

The tunnelswillhelpinensur-
ing all-weather road connectiv-
ity to eastern Ladakh, the area
under Project Himank, headded.



Number of Jan Dhan
CrOSSES 99 CroP

NEW DELHI, Aug 3 (IANS)

THEnumber of bank accounts
for the poor under the Prime
Minister’s Jan Dhayg Yojana
crossed the 55 cror with
“mostoftheseaccounts belong-
ing to people who had never
even seen the door of a bank”,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Sunday.

In a post on X, the Finance
Minister said, “With thescheme
completing 10 years and KYC
being mandatory for these
accounts, I have urged banks
to proactivelyreach out to peo-
ple and simplify this process.
Inthisregard, starting fromJuly
1, 2025, banks have launched
this campaign, under which
approximately 1 lakh Gram
Panchayats have been covered
so far.”

She urged all Jan Dhan
account holders to come for-
ward to participate in these

camps complete theirKYC

ccordingto RBldata, 56 per
cent of the Jan Dhan accounts
belongto women, and the total
amount in these deposits has
surpassed Rs 2.5 lakh crore as
of May 21.

Speaking at a seminar on
financial inclusion recently, RBI
Deputy Governor M. Rajeshwar
Rao said the launchofPradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY) is a watershed
momentinIndia.TheJan Dhan
Yojana -- Aadhaar-Mobile
phone, which comprises the

Sitharaman

‘JAM Trinity’, has provided a
quantum leap in the country’s
endeavour to ensure access
to banking services for all
adults, making it the world’s
largest financial inclusion
programme.

PMJDY is one of the biggest
financial inclusion initiatives
in the world, according to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, and a target of
opening another three crore
such accounts has been fixed
for the current year.

The average bank balance
peraccountin March2015was
Rs 1,065, which has now
increased to Rs 4,352. Around
80 per cent of the accounts are
active, according to the official
data.

As many as 66.6 per cent of
Jan Dhan accounts have been
openedinruralandsemi-urban
areas, and 29.56 crore belong
to women account holders.







Western Railway locals
‘Kavach’ safety ho

MUMBAL Aug 3 (PTI)

IN A major boost to co
safety on one of the
busiestsuburban rail ne
Western Railway is set to equip
its Mumbai local trains with
the indigenous anti-collision
system Kavach by the end of
next year, officials said on
Sunday.

Kavach is a state-of-the-art
electronic system developed
under ‘Make in India’ initiative
thatis presentlybeinginstalled
on Delhi-Mumbai as well as
some other trunk routes.

The indigenously designed
Automatic Train Protection
(ATP) system, which will auto-
matically control the speed of

revent collisions, and
re safe operations even
en human error might pose
a threat, will replace the
AuxiliaryWarning System (AWS)
presently used as an onboard
safety device by Western
Railway, officials said.

WR, which runs more than
1400 suburban services daily
on the Churchgate-Virar-
Dahanu segment with a fleet of
110 electrical multiple units
(EMUs), has a dailyridership of
over 30 lakh.

The AWS functional in all
these suburban locals has an
audible warning system that
alertsthe driverabout the aspect
of the upcoming signal along
with additional features like

et indigenous
y end of 2026

speed monitoring and braking
assistance, an official said.

“The AWS panelin themotor-
man’s cab has an alarm, a vigi-
lance button, and red, yellow,
or blue lights. If the alarm
sounds, the motorman must
press the button within four
seconds, or the brakes will acti-
vate and stay locked until the
train stops completely,” hesaid.

However, as per railway offi-
cials, the AWS often falls short
inpreventing critical safety inci-
dents such as Signal Passed at
Danger (SPAD) andsignal jump-
ing. Its limited automation and
reliance on manual response
reduceitseffectivenessinavert-
ing potential accidents, they
added.



NEW DELHI, Aug 3 (PTT)

INDIA'S annual oil import bill
could rise by USD 9-11 billion if
thecountryis compelled tomove
away from Russian crude in
response to US threats of addi-
tional tariffs or penalties on
Indian exparts, analysts said.

India, the world's third- largest
oil consumer and importer, has
reaped significant benefits by
swiltly substituting market-
priced oil with discounted
Russian crude followingWestern
sanctions on Moscow after
its invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022.

Russian oil, which accounted
forlessthan 0.2 per centofindia’s
imports before the war, now
makes up 35-40 per cent of the
country’s crude intake, helping
reduce overall energy import
costs, keep retail tuel prices in

check, and contain inflation.
The influx of discount
Russiancrude alsoenabled

sanctions ondirect imports from
Russia. The twin strategy of
Indian oil companies is posting
record profits.

This is, however, now under
threatafterUS President Donald
Trump announced a 25 per cent
tariff on Indian goods plus an
unspecified penalty for buying
Russian oiland weapons. The25
per cent tariff has since been
notified but the penalty is vet to
bespecified. Coming withindays
of the European Union banning
imports of refined products
derived from Russian-origin
crude, this presents a double
whammy for Indian refiners.

Sumit Ritolia, Lead Research

global real-time data and ana-
lytics providerKpler termed this
as “a squeeze from both ends”.

EU sanctions - effective from
January 2026 - may force Indian
refinerstosegment crudeintake
on one side, and on the other,
the UStariff threat raises the pos-
sibility of secondary sanctions
that would directly hit the ship-
ping, insurance, and financing
lifelines underpinning India’s
Russian oil trade.

“Together, these measures
sharplycurtail India’s crude pro-
curement flexibility, raise com-
pliance risk, and introduce sig-
nificant cost uncertainty,” he
said. Last fiscal, India spent over
USD 137 hillion on import of
crude oil, which is refined into
fuels like petrol and diesel.

For refiners like Reliance
Industries Ltd and Nayara Energy
- who collectively account for a
bulk (more than 50 per cent in
2025) of the 1.7-2.0 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) of Russian
crude imports into India - the
challenge is acute,

While Nayara is backed by
Russian oilgiant Rosneftand has
been sanctioned by the EU last
maonth, Reliance has been a big
fuel exporter to Europe.

As one of the world's largest
diesel exporters - and with total
refined product exports to

D 9-11 bn to India’s import bill

Furope averaging around
200,000 bpd in 2024 and 185,000
bpd so far in 2025 - Reliance has
extensively utilised discounted
ltussian crude to boost refining
margins over the past two years,
according to Kpler.

“Theintroduction ofstrict ori-
gin-tracking requirements now
compels Reliance to either cur-
tail its intake of Russian feedstock,
potentially affecting cost com-
petitiveness, or reroute Russian-
linked productstonon-EUmar-
kets,” Ritolia said. However,
Reliance’s dual-refinery struc-
ture - a domestic-focused unit
and anexport-orientedcomplex
- offersstrategic flexibility. It can
allocate non-Russian crude to
its export-oriented refinery and
continue meeting EU compli-
ance standards, while process-
ing Russian barrels at domestic
unit for other markets.



Uay 3 Forces tighten noose-ardund terrorists

SRINAGAR, Aug 3 (PTI)

THE anti-terrorist operation in
Kulgam district of Jammu and
Kashmirentered the third da

Sunday as fecurity forcggfight-
ened the nofyse aroyp#the ultras
engaged in A€ gunbattle with
them.

“The encounter has entered
third day as intermittent
exchangeoffiringhasbeengoing
on since Sunday morning,” an
official said.

Hesaid the security forces were
using all means, including
drones, to track down the
terrorists.

Two terrorists have been killed
intheencounter whichbeganon
Friday after security forces
launched a cordon and search
operationinaforestareaatAkhal
inthesouth Kashmirdistrict, fol-
lowing specific intelligence
inputsabout the presence of ter-
rorists there.

Afteraninitial exchange offire
between the two sides on Friday
evening, the operation was halt-
edforthenight, the officials said.

The cordon was strengthened,
and additional reinforcements
were rushed to the area.

Security personnel keep a vigil amid an ongoing encounter

between security forces and terrorists in a forest area at

Akhal, in Kulgam distri

Firing resumed on Saturday
morning, during which two ter-
rorists were killed, the officials
said.Theidentityand group affil-

(PTI)

iation of the slain terrorists are
being ascertained, they added,
noting that the operation is still
underway.



