Agnikul eyes to launch
2025: Start-up GEO

NEW DELHI, June 2 (PTI)

AFTER the successful
of Agnibaan SOrTeD, Chennai-
based space start-up Agnikul
Cosmosishopingto start launch-
ing satellites early next year. In
an interview with PTI, Agnikul
co-founder and Chief Executive
Officer Srinath Ravichandran
said the 3D-printed semi-cryo-
genicenginesand the rocket will
offer quick turnaround for cus-
tomers who will beable to have
customised launch vehicles for
their satellites.

“Nine to 12 months I would
say. Probably bytheend of this
financial year or the early part

financial year is
are targeting,”
avichandransaidwhenasked
about the commercial orbital
launch of the Agnibaan rock-
et. The first test flight of
Agnibaan SOrTeD (suborbital
technology demonstrator) on
May 30, which lasted for 66 sec-
onds, came after four unsuc-
cessful attempts.

“It was a big sense of relief. |
think we gotalot oflearningin
differentiating between build-
ing a vehicle and launching a
vehicle,” said Ravichandran,
whose idea to use 3D printing
technology to build engines
and rockets led to Agnikul

lites by

Cosmos, a space sector start-
upincubatedatthellT Madras
Research Park in 2017.

The other co-founders were
Moin SPM, an operations spe-
cialist and Satyanarayanan
Chakravarthy, a professoratIIT
Madrasand Head ofthe National
Centre for Combustion Research
and Development.



Zelenskyy accuses China
OF PRESSURING OTHER

COUNTRIES not to
UKRAINE PE

President
Volodymyr Zelenskyyaccused
China ofhelping Russia to dis-
rupt a Swiss-organised peace
conference on the war in
Ukraine, speakingat Asia’s pre-
mier security conference on
Sunday.

In a news conference at the
Shangri-La defence forum in
Singapore, Zelenskyysaid that
Chinaispressuringothercoun-
tries and their leaders not to
attend the upcoming talks.

“Russia, using Chineseinflu-
ence in the region, using
Chinese diplomats also, does
everything todisruptthe peace
summit,” hesaid, according to
a simultaneous translation of
his remarks. “Regrettably this
is unfortunate that such a big
independent powerful country
as China is an instrument in
hands of Putin.”

Inaspeechearlier intheday,
Zelenskyy urged top defence
officials to attend the upcom-
ing summit, sayinghe wasdis-
appointedat the failure of some
countries tocommittojoining.

Chinese Defence Minister
Dong Jun spoke earlier in the
day at the Shangri-La confer-
ence but he did not appear to
bein theroomwhen Zelenskyy
made his appeal.

Zelenskyy said that Ukraine
had proposals to make at the
summit as a basis for peace,
addressing nuclear security,
food security, the release of
prisoners ofwar and thereturn
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of Ukrainian children abduct-
ed by Russia. “Time isrunning
out,and the children are grow-
ingupin the Putin-land where
they are taught to hate their
homeland,” he said.

At the same time, Zelenskyy
said Ukraine is “ready to hear
variousproposalsand thoughts
thatlead us ... To anend of the
war and a sustainable and just
peace.” The greater the partic-

Zelenskyy

officials to
attend the
upcoming summit,
saying he was
disappointed at

the failure of some
countries to commit
to joining

ipation, the more likely it will
be that Russia will have to lis-
ten, hesaid.“The global major-
ity can ensure with their
involvement that what is
agreed upon is truly imple-
mented,” he said. Zelenskyy
said he planned to meet one-
on-onewithSingapore’s Prime
Minister and would urge him
to participate in person in the
Switzerland talks. “The same
goes for the countries in the
region,” Zelenskyy said through
an interpreter.“Wetruly count
on you supporting this sum-
mit, and that you will be pres-
ent in Switzerland.”



~ Mexicans vote in historic polls

as 2 women

Mexico City: Mexicans voted
Sunday in a presidential elec-
tion dominated by two women
— a historic first in a country
with a history of gender-based
violence and discrimination.
Governing party candida-
te Claudia Sheinbaum, a for-
mer Mexico City mayor and a
climate scientist by training,
had a 17 percentage point lead
over her main rival Xochitl
Galvez,atechentrepreneuron
aticket that includesa collecti-
on of opposition parties, on
the eve of the vote. The only
man running, centrist Jorge
Alvarez Maynez, was trailing
far behind as a particularly
violent campaign season mar-
ked by a string of candidate
murders drew to an end. It me-
ans that, barring a huge sur-
prise,a woman is almost certa-
in to break the highest politi-
cal glass ceiling in Mexico,
where around 10 women or
girls aremurdered every day.
The contest showcases the
immense strides in Mexico’s
politics made in recent years
by women, who weren’'t even
allowed to vote in the country
until 1953. Both the top candi-
dates come with considerable
experience: Galvezwasasena-
tor and Sheinbaum governed
the capital, one of the largest
citiesinthe hemisphere.
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HUGE STEP FORWARD: Front-runner is Claudia Sheinbaum (L), a climate

scientist representing the governing party. Her closest competitor is
Xochitl Galvez, a tech entrepreneur on a ticket that includes several
opposition parties. A woman is almost certain to break the highest political
glass ceiling in Mexico, where around 10 women are murdered every day

Yet much of race has focu-
sed on afigure whoisn’tonthe
ballot, but looms large: the po-
werful current prez, Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador. While
broadly popular; Lopez Obra-
dor has been a polarising figu-
re, eliciting adulation from
die-hard fans and vitriol from
critics. His administration do-
ubled the minimum wage and
used cash transfer programs
to help bring millions out of
poverty, while empowering
military and pursuing steps
that many warned would we-
aken democratic institutions.

His dominance upended
establishment politics, pro-
mpting three parties, from the
right, centre and left, to form
an uneasy union that is now
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backing Galvez. Sheinbaum
has appealed to voters mainly
by promising to continue his
legacy. Galvez has cast herself
as an alternative for those un-
happy with Lopez Obrador’s
leadership, vowing to reverse
many of hispolicies.

Whoever wins will face
daunting challenges: Persis-
tent cartel violence,alongwith
Mexico’s middling economic
performance, are the main is-
sues. Nearly 100 million people
are registered to vote. Voters
will also elect governors in ni-
ne of the country’s 32 states,
and choose candidatesforboth
houses of Congress, thousa-
nds of mayorships and other
local posts, in the biggest polls
the nation has seen. NYT, AP, AP
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world’s largest. Even

sanjay Dutta | TNN

: New Delhi: When In
: wer demand spiked to 250 gi-
: gawatts (GW)—a level never
: seen before —on May 30 aga-

: instaprojectionof 235 GWfor
: the month, the cross-country

: transmissionnetworkdidnot
: heat up and there was no re-
: portof unscheduled outages.
: Despatchers manning the
: national control centre direc-
: tingtheflow of electricity are
now gearing up for a peak de-
mandof 258 GW inthe coming
months. This is a far cry from
July 30 and 31, 2012, when In-
dia suffered the world’s lar-
gestoutage afterthe northern
and eastern grids collapsed

due to overload, plunging 620
million (62 crore) people, or

Generation capacity by resource
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9% of the world’s population
at the time, into darkness for
over 13 hours. The peak de-

‘mand recorded during that

month was around130 GWbut

additional power couldnot be.
imported from surplus re-

gions as the work on integra-
tion with other grids was still
under way and completed in
December 2013, giving India
‘One Nation, One Grid'.

» Continued on P12




It will be BJP in Itanagar for 2nd ~ SK
time in a row, with 46 of 60 seats

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

JP scripted its second
consecutive  electoral
landslide in the frontier
state of Arunachal Pradesh
on Sunday, winning 46 of 60
‘assembly constituencies—10
of them unopposed —tobuild
on its 2019 tally of 41and leave
Congress clinging to a solita-
ryseat in its erstwhile strong-
hold of over three decades.
BJP’s dominance was re
flected in the party wresting16
seats, not only making up for
the1l it couldn'tretain butalso
widening its footprint in this
strategically important state
bordering China. The saffron
party improved its vote share
from 50.9% in 2019 to over 54%.
Led by Pema Khandu,
who won uncontested and is
tipped to retain the chief mi-
nistership despite BJP notof-
ficially naming its CM face,
most of thesaffron party’sga-
ins came at the expense of JD
(1) and Congress. NDA ally
NPP won five seats, the same
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ARUNACHAL PRADESH ' 60 SEATS

| bow in gratitude to the great people of
Aruna.wal... We'll fulfil all promises as laid
‘gutlnow party's manifesto ~PEMA KHANDU, C}

10 of 11 turncoats

win on BJP tickets

’l‘"en of the1l MLAs who had
won the 2019 polls on tick-
ets from Congress and other
parties, including JD(U), but
later joined BJP registered
bigwinsthistime. P11

Cong struggled to
find candidates

Congras& which had won fo-
ur seats in 2019, contested
only19 thistimeafter failingto
field candidates in 41 seats as
many netas defied AICC's de-
cision tonominate them. P11

as in 2019, while NCP made &
comeback, garnering three.

It was a big blow for Congr-

ess, which had formed govis in

Arunachal’s see-saw politics 8
times between 1980 and 2016.
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harrowing memories in

Sikkim, but this term
aptly describes the assembly
election results in the Hima-
layan state. CM Prem Singh
Tamang’s Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha(SKM)returned toof-
fice for a second consecutive
term, winning 41 of 32 seats
on Sunday, reducing opposi-
tion Sikkim Democratic
Front (SDF), which had go-
verned the state for 25 years
until 2019, to a single seat.

Tamang (56) won both
Rhenock and Soreng-Cha-
kung constituencies, contri-
buting to the party's 58.38%
of votes. SKM’s resounding
success starkly contrasts
with its performance in the
2019 elections, when it won 17
seats and SDF took 15,

PM Modi congratulated
Tamang and SKM, expressing
his to collaborate
with the state govt to advance
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ﬂ “ Our community has transcended past
3 negativities & divisive ideologies... Your (PM's)
.;-z..'. support has been a driving force —prew sieH TAMANS, v

T-.‘!_‘ﬁl

f.\

mmlﬁ

Ex-CM Chamling of
SDF loses both seats

QDF chief and eight-time
MLA Pawan Chamling,
who holds the record for being
India’s longest serving CM —
from 1994 to2019—lostboth his
seats to SKMcandidates. P11

Bhaichung’s 6th
defeatin10yrs

potball icon and SDF vice- :

president Bhaichung Bhu-
tia lost in Barfung, his sixth
electoral defeat in past 10 ye-
ars. He had lost twice in Beng-
al and thrice in Sikkim. P11

NDA ally SKM broke down.
Congress drew ablank.

»Related report, P 11
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Israel attacks

seused by Hezbollah to launch
assault drones against Israeli army tar-
gets, Lebanese military sources told
Xinhua. Israeli warplanes fired three air-
to-surfacemissilesat aHezbollah military
base located in the west of the city of
Baalbek ineastern Lebanon, about 80 km
from the borderline separating Lebanon
and Israel, the sources said on condition
of anonymity. The sources said that the
missiles destroyed the base and wound-
ed two people, who were transported toa
hospital in the city of Baalbek.

Also on Sunday morning, Israeli war-
planeslaunched three raids on the south-
east villages of Kfarhamam, Rachaya al
Foukhar, and Halta, injuring 18 civilians,
including nine children, the sources added.
Meanwhile, Hezbollah said its fighters on
Sunday morning attacked the Yarden mil-
itary base in Golan Heights, targeting the
[ron Dome radar and stationing areas of
officers and soldiers. Tensions along the
Lebanon-Israel border escalated on
October 8, 2023, following a barrage ofrock-
ets launched by Hezbollah toward Israel
in solidarity with Hamas' attack on Israel
the day before. Israel then retaliated by
firing heavy artillery toward southeastern
Lebanon.



