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N_ew Delhi: In a boost for In-
dia’s Deep Ocean Mission, fi-
hance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has allocated Rs
600 crore for the Samu-
drayaan project under which
scientists will be sent to the
depths of the ocean in a spe-

cially designed submersible
- to explore the ocean floor; in-

cluding the country’s conti-
nental shelf and exclusiveec-
onomic zones.

Earth sciences ministry
has been allocated Rs 3,649.8
crore agamst Rs 3,064.8 crore
lnthg ONE oing ﬁscal year. In-
dia plans to send a manned-
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submersible, mining system
for deep sea mining, sustain-
able utilisation of deep-sea
bioresources, and developing
engineering designs for off-
shore thermal energy-driven

- desalination plants..

Human capacity will be
developed in ocean biology
and engmeermg through

nslation of research into

indusmal applications.
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Putin aide’s trlp to hely

Delhi Strategic
Partner: Dy
Chairma

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: India and Russia
look to intensify inter-parlia-
mentary dialogue and coop-
eration with a visit to India
this week by state duma (low-
er house of Parliament)
chairman Vyacheslav Volo-
din. In the annual summit
meeting last year in Moscow,
PM Narendra Modi and Pres-
ident Vladim:r Putin had

Modi and Putin had underlmed the importance of regular meetings

of parliamentary groups of the two countries. Duma chairman
Volodin's visit comes ahead of a likely visit by Putin later this year

to finalise dates for what will

be hisfirst visit to Indiasince

the Russia-Ukraine eonflict

broke outin Feb 2022.

Even in the middle of a
u p].ﬂx geopoliti situa-
1 nu md,itsmson eswith
th India has cont ued to

travel to France for the Al
meeting. While Modi will
host Putin this year, he will
alsoreceive Quad leaders for
a summit where Russia's ac-
tions in Ukraine will be a sig-
nificant talking point.
“Attempts by Washing
ton and Brussels to isolate
Russia from the rest of the
world have failed. India is a

t to India. “For our part,

wwmuytommlﬁr inter-

action within the parliamen-
tary dimension," he added.
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Trump Justifies Trade War B

Washington: President Don- &

ald Trump on Saturday signed
an order to impose stiff' tariffs
on importsfrom Mexico, Cana-
daand China, drawing swift re-
taliation and an undeniable
sense of betrayal from the co-
untry's North American ne-
ighbours as a trade war erup-
ted amongthe longtime allies.

A Big Gamble In 2nd Term
The US president posted on
social media that the tariffs we-
re necessary “to protect Ame-
ricans”, pressing the three na-
tionstodomoretocurbthema-
nufacture and export of illicit
fentanyl and for Canada and
Mexico to reduce illegal imm-
igration into the US. The tari-

ny voters placed in Trarp to
lower the prices of groceries,
gasoline, housing, autos and
other goods as he promised.
They also risked throwing glo-
baleconomy and Trump’s poli-+

tical mandate nto turmoiljust.

Nearly half of US imports of car parts come from Canada & Mexico.
General Motors, the largest US automaker, will likely be most hit

mmigration, Dru

Trump: Tariff ‘pain’ will be worth the price
President Donald Trump said Sunday that Americans may feel
economic “pain” from his tariffs on key trading partners, but

_ argued itwould be “worth the price” to secure US interests. The tr-

ade penalties that Trump signed Saturday caused a mix of panic,
anger and uncertainty.“Will theré be some pain? Yes, maybe (and
maybe not!)” Trump wrote Sunday morninginall-caps on his Truth
Social media platform. “But we will Make America Great Again, and
itwillall be worth the price that must be paid.” Despite Trump's
M'M'musdmmﬁmmﬁwofmonm
the America consumes perday is fromits a e north. Trump
nte _M_Mmm_mm_?canadapeasestoeﬁstasa
' rtaxes, and rmilitary
e0f Canada — ANDNOTARIFFS!". arpa ap

ng 25%
L

.
.
.
.
.
.
"
]
.

.
.
.
.
"
]
b
v
.
.

dent Claudia Sheinbayn, ..

ted as “slander” the
5e” sallesaﬂon matdrugw

White Foy.

have an a]liancewiﬂlthgmm.
can govt, 4 point Trumyg 20 ¢
ministration usedtojustigy, .,
tariffs. She instructed her gny,
nomy secretary o implemens ,
response that includegmﬁat_
orytariﬂ"sandotherstem :

Clila:thm‘lAUS'I&n :

Chhaa’smmistwoffcmm :
Affairs said the country’s goyr
“firmly deplores and Opposes
this move and will take neces.
sary countermeasures tg de -
fend its legitimate rights and :
interests.” “Fentanylis Ameri. 3
ca’s problem, it said. “TheCh- :
inese side has carried out ex- :
tensive anti-narcoticscoopera- :
tion with the US and achieved :

g0 :
fect Tuesday An analysis by '
the Budget Lab at Yale shows, :
if the tariffs were to continue, :
an average US household wo- :
uld lose roughly $1.245 in inco-
me this year, in what wouldbe :
the overall equivalent of a mo-
re than $1.4 trillion tax increa-
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B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Feb 2 (PTD

INDIA has experienced “remark-
able transformation” in the last
decade, UN General Assembly
President Philemon Yang has
said, underlining that hisupeom-
ing visit to the country will give
him an opportunily to see how
digital and technological inno-
vation has “fuelled this change”.
Yang will visit India from
February 4 to H, his first official
visit to the country as President
of the 79th session of the UN
General Assembly,
“Astheworld’s largest democ-
racy, the fifth-largest economy
andhome (o one-fifth ofhuman-
ity, India is an important mem-
berof the United Nations," Yang
old PTI in an exclusive inter-
view ahead of his trip.
Responding (o a question on
the visit’s focus, Yang said he

UN General Assembly President Philemon Yang.

looks forward 1o “understand-
ing, more deeply, India’s priori-
ties and vision [or the future of
multilateralism.”
During the visit, hewillengage

with Indian leadership, includ-
ing President Droupadi Murmu
and External Affairs Minister Dr
S Jaishankar.

Recalling that he had visited

India in 2013 as Prime Minister
ol Cameroon, Yangsaid that since
then, India has experienced a
“remarkable transformation”
and he expects the visit 1o give
him the “"opportunity 1o see how
digital and technological inno-
vation  has  fuelled  this
change, all the way to the grass-
roots level,

“The visit will also serve 1o
highlight the imporanceofinfor-
mation sharing and capacity
building in advancing sustain-
able development in the Global
South. India hasinmany respects
led the way through its South-
Southcooperation,” Yangsaid in
the written interview.

Yang said his message "1o the
peaple of India, and particular-
ly to the young people of India,
is one of confidence and ambi-
tion. Confidence in the extraor-
dinaryworkachieved andambi-
tion in that there is always more

work 1o do, collectively, 1o make
our world a beter place.

“For that reason, 1 would like
to encourage them to continue
spearheading efforts in har-
nessing innovation while also
celebrating theirrich culture and
heritage.

"“As the worlds largest popu-
lation, the people of India have
a huge stake in the work of the
United Nations, in the achieve-
ment  of the Sustainable
Development Goals and in
ensuring that -indeed- no one is
left behind. | therefure look [or-
ward toseeingIndia’s continued
engagement and leadership
withinthe United Nations," Yang
said

Yang began his year-long
tenure as President of the 193-
member General Assembly In
September last yearat the com-
mencement of the 79th UNGA
session,



