Moscow has more nuclear

submarines at sea than US:
Russian lawmaker Vikter

MOSCOW, Aug 2 (IANS)

ASENIOR Russian lawmaker has
claimed that Rus3ia currently he
more nuclear Thriarines
deployed in the world’s oceans
than the United States, respond-
ingsharplyto USPresident Donald
Trump’s recent statement about
dispatching two nuclear subs to
“appropriate regions” following
remarks made by former Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev.

ViktorVodolatsky, first deputy
chairman of the State Duma
Committee on CIS Affairs,
Eurasian Integration and
Relationswith Compatriots, said
that theships thatTrump ordered
to be redirected “to the appro-
priate regions” have long been
undercontrol, and Moscow does
not need to respond to the US
leader’s comment.

“There are significantly more
our [nuclear| submarines in the
world’s oceans, [and they] have
the strongest, most powerful
weapons. This is why, let
[Trump’s] two boats float, they
have been at gunpoint foralong

a€re can be no answer
s,because we understand
perfectly well who Donald Trump
is. These last monthshaveshown
that he is changing his mind 24
hours a day,” Russian state-run
news agency ‘TASS" quoted
Vodolatsky as saying.

Trump announced the move
on Friday on his social media
platform in response to what he
called “highly provocative state-
ments” from Medvedev. “Based
on the highly provocative state-
ments of the Former President
of Russia, Dmitry Medvedev, who
is now the Deputy Chairman of
the Security Council of the
Russian Federation, | have
ordered two Nuclear Submarines
to be positioned in the appro-
priate regions, just in case these
foolish and inflammatory state-
ments are more than just that.
Words are very important, and
can often lead to unintended
consequences, | hope thiswill not
beoneofthoseinstances. Thank
you for your attention to this
matter,” Trump said in a post on
Truth Social.
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KOLKATA, Aug 2 (PTI)

RESEARCH firm ICRA said that
kharif crops sowing this season
may exceed the level of last year
by a reasonable margin.

Aided by favourable monsoon,
kharif sowing has been com-
pleted on 76 per cent of the nor-
mal sown area and isup by arise
of four per cent year-on-year as
of July 2025, ICRA said in its lat-
estreport. Sown during therainy
season months of June and July,
the kharif crops are mainly
moong, rice and maize.

The IMD forecast of above-
normal rainfall during August
and September augurs well for

Kharif crops sowing this season
may exceed |ast yea

level: ICRA

the continued sowing of kharif
crops, and the replenishment of
reservoirs will favour the sowing
during the rabi season from
October to March, thereport said.

According to the ICRA report,
India received above-normal
rainfall during July 2025.

The quantum of rainfall dur-
ing the entire Southwest
Monsoon season is estimated to
exceed 106 per cent of the long
period average (LPA), the report
also said.

ICRA estimates the gross val-
ue added (GVA) growth of agri-
culture, forestryand fishing dur-
ing the first quarter of 2025-26
to be around 4.5 per cent.



Brent crude price may surge to $60 amidUS-Russia tensions: Report

MUMBAI, Aug 2 (IANS)

BRENT crude oil prices are
expected to rise to $80-$82 per
barrel bythe end 0f2025, asten-
sions between the United States
and Russia threaten to disrupt
theglobaloil supplychain, ana-
lysts said on Saturday.

According to analysts, Brent
Crude Oil October futures con-
tract has a short-term target of
$76 from $72.07. By the end of
2025, the Brent crude price could
reach $80-$82 per barrel. The
downside support and cap are
at$69. WTI Crude Oil September
futures contract, now at $69.65,
has a short-term target of $73.
By the end of 2025, the WTI
crude pricecould reach $76-$79.
The downside support and cap
are at $65.

Earlier thisweek, US President
Donald Trump gave Russia 10-
12 day deadline to end the war
in Ukraine, failing which could
result in additional sanctions
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and secondary tariffs on coun-
tries that trade with Russia,
pushing oil prices higher.
Trump had earlierannounced
that the secondary tariffs could
be as high as 500 per cent,
Countries dependent on crude
oil imports from Russia should
now make the trade-offbetween
a discounted price and a high
tariff on exports to the US.
“This couldlead toadramatic
shiftin the oil market by reduc-
ing spare production capacity
and causing a supply shock,
which would diminish the sur-

plus in the market until 2026,”
said NS Ramaswamy Head of
Commodities and CRM at
Ventura Securities.
India'scrudeoilimportsfrom
Russia have significantly
increased since the start of the
Ukraine war. Before the war,
Russian crude accounted for
just0.2 percentofIndia’soil pur-
chases, which are now between
35 and 40 per cent, making
Russia India’s top oil supplier.
Although US President
Donald Trump stated that he
wants to see lower oil prices,

anysignificantincreasesin sup-
ply from the US will take time
to reach the market. Tapping
the proved oil reserves involves
labour, capital and infrastruc-
ture, Ramaswamy said.

“Support from Saudi Arabia
andselect OPEC countries tofill
thissupply gap would also have
a time lag, thus resulting in the
near-term price rise. Theimpact
of the oil balance would be sig-
nificant and result in a deficit
even if OPEC+doesn'tgoforany
additional tranches of supply
cuts,” he added.

While the US-European
Union trade deal last week has
aided the oil market, geopolit-
ical tensions will continue to
poseasymmetricupsiderisks to
oil prices. Further, markets
weighed on the potential build-
up of US inventories and the
upcominginterestratedecision,
which saw strength in the US
dollar puttingsome pressure on
oil prices.




Maldives to mobilis
grant aid to ex

MALE, Aug 2 (PTI)

MALDIVESissettomobilisethe
USD 6.48 million grant aid pro-
vided by India to expand the
public ferry network, state-run
media said on Saturday.
Maldives and India had on
May 18 signed 13
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) for
enhancing ferry services in the
archipelagic nation with the
grant of MVR 100 million to be

used fo; g lerry serv-
ices, expanding maritime con-
nectivity and uplifting commu-
nity livelihoods.

The projects are to be imple-
mented under the Indian grant
assistance scheme, the High
Impact Community
Development Project (HICDP)
Phase 111.

The 13 projects launched
under this phase amount to a
total grant of USD 6.48 million,
primarily aimed at enhancing

ferry services in the Maldives,
expanding connectivity, and
uplifting community liveli-
hoods, state-run Public Service
Media (PSM News) said here.
Four ferries are currently
being built to be used as back-
up ferries on the existing net-
work and more ferries are being
built to expand the service to
more Atolls, Deputy Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation
Ibrahim Yasir told PSM News'
‘Raajje Miadhu' programme.

Yasir said the work of commis-
sioningthe construction of more
ferries is underway.

“The Indian Government has
provided agrantaid ofUSD6.48
million to build 12 new ferries.
The main ferry terminalin Zone
2 and the ferry hub in
Ungoofaaruwillbe builtwith this
assistance,” Yasir said, adding,
these projects will be mobilised
VEry soon.

The Government has reaf-
firmed its commitment to

6.48 million India
public ferry network

extending the Raajje Transport
Link (RTL) service toallremain-
ing atolls before the end of
the calendar year, the PSM
News added.

When the Mols were signed
in May, Abdulla Khaleel, Minister
of Foreign Affairs, hadsaid these
projects are more than just infra-
structural developments, they
are lifelines to communities,
designed to addresslocal needs
and bring lasting socio-eco-
nomic benelits.




Op Mahadev: ‘Terror will not go unanswered

N APRIL 22, 2025, in

the guiet town of

Pahalgam, 26 inno-

ventlives—including

a MNepali citizen—
were brutally taken in yet anoth-
eract of terror, Carried out by The
esistance  Front  (TRI), a
Pakistan-based terror outfit, this
artack targeted individuals sole-
ly based an Lheir faith, For lndia,
it wasn't just o tragedy; It was A
provocaton that demanded more
than condemnation.

That moment became a turn-
ing point.

Indisresponded with precision
and purpose inOperation Sindoor
tm May 7, targering key terrorist
hideouts across Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Jammu &
Kashmir. Campsin Muzffarahacd,
Koili, and Bhimber were struck,
and so were known strongholds
of Juish-e-Mohammad and
Lushkar-e-Taiba  deep inside
Pakistani territory. For the first
time in vears, India sent o clear
signak we will no longer absorh

the cost of terror without conse-
qﬂl:'lli.‘t"h.

Fut while the airstrikes dis-
rupted infrasructure and sent a
chillingmessageto theterrornet-
works, one guestion remained;
whers were the men who actual-
lypulled the trigger in Pahalgam?

Theanswercame threemonths
laterin the form ofOperation
Mahadev.

O July 28, Indian securi-
ty forces nentralised three
Pakistani terrorists in the forests
near Harwan, on the outskirts of
Srinagar. Among them was
Suleiman Shah, also known as
Hashim Musa—the mastermind
hehind the Pahalgam massacre.
Intelligence agencies, aided by a
Chinese communication device
the terrorists mistakenly activat-
ed, tracked theirmovements into
the dense foresis at the foothills
of Mahadey Peak, and in a
Dlitzkeiep moment, 4 Parg, 24 RR,
J&K Police and CRPF located their
pinpoint location and neatralised
the rermorists with just 6 bullets,

Theencounterwasn't justa tac-
tical success—It was a symbaolic
one. Named after the very peak
near where the terroristswere hid-
ing, Operation Mahadey under-
scored Indias evolving counter-
terrorism doctring: intelligence-
led, technologically enheameed and
uncompromising, The mult-
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agency effort involving  the
Intelligence Bureaw, Army, CRPE
and J&K police shows how India
is now npemting across a unified
fronttodismantleterrornetworks
at their ronts.

In a briefing to Parliament,
Home Minister Amit Shah con-
firmexd the identities of the three
Pakistani nationals—Suleiman,
libran (imvolved in the 2023
Sonamarg Tunnel attack), and
Aphan Bhai. He said that these
three were the terrorists involved
in the Pahalgam attnck and 2 AK
47 and ong MY carbine recovered

fromthemwere usedin theattack
These were flown o Chandigarh
omaspecial flight, andalate-night
Lesting of the gunsand empiy car-
mridges confirmed the same
weapons were used in Pabalpanm,
he added,

I'his is not the Indin of 2008 or
even 2016, The era of restrained
diplomacy in the face of
repealed provocation is
over. We are no longer in
thebusiness of waiting, We
Are acting,

Pakistan, meanwhile, contin-
ues ils double game—harbour-
ing terrorists while projecting a
peaceful facade to the world. Its
calls for ceasefire come not from
a position of peace, but from the
mounting pressure of an India
that now plays by new rules.

Indin's policy shifi—stating
nnequivocally that " talks and ter-
rorcannotgo hand-in-hand”—is
not just rhetoric, 10s being backed
by action. The future-ready force
poncept being developed by the
Indian Army, including new

‘Rudra’ all-arms brigades and
‘Bhairay' light commando bai-
talioms, isproofthat Indiats baild-
ing & sustained response infra-
structure, not just reacting in the
moment,

But this fight isn't limited o
borders. I s idealogical. 1t's about
remaining vigilant in every vul-
nerable district, in everyhigh-risk
corridor and through every intel-
ligenee channel, Indigs integra-
tion of surveillance drones, Al-
drivenmomitoring and modem air
defence is not just a technologi-
cal upgrade—it's a declaration
that the state will always stay one
step ahead of those who threat-
#n its citizens.

WithOperation Mahadey, India
has drawn aline in the sand. The
message to ferrorist gmups and
their state sponso s is now unmis-
takathle: you mayrum, butvou will
not hide forever.

(The writer is Director at
EGROW Foundation. The views
expressied aie personal.)
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