End pact with Turkis

INes

in 3 months, DGCA“asks IndiGo

MUMBALIL May 30 (PTI)

AVIATION watchdog DGCA on
Friday granted a one-time final
extension of
IndiGo on damp
Boeing 777 aircraft from Turkish
Airlines till August 31 to

rrently, IndiGo isoperating
o B777-300 ER aircraft under
damplease fromTurkish Airlines
and the current lease is to expire
onMay31.Theseplanes are used

security clearance for Turkish
company Celebi AirportServices
India Pvt Ltd in the “interest of
national security”.

Some online travel portalsand
associations have also issued
advisories asking people not to

visit Turkey.

avoid sudden flight dis-
ruptions that will cause
inconvenience Lo passen-
gers but directed the
airline to terminate the
lease within the three-
month period.

IndiGo has also been
directed by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation

.‘.-‘ Directorate

General of
Civil
Aviation

“Indigo is currently operat-
ing two B777-300ER aircraft
underdamp lease fromTurkish
Airlines, which was permitted
upto  31.05.2025. Indigo
requested for a further exten-
sion of the same for another six
months, which was notagreed
to,” DGCA said in a statemenL

However, the regulatorsaid that

(DGCA) not to seek any further
extension,

The development also comes
against the backdrop of Turkey
backing Pakistan and con-
demning India’s strikes on ter-
ror camps in the neighbouring
country earlier this month.

On May 15, aviation security
watchdog BCAS revoked the
security clearance for Turkish
company CelebiAirportServices
India Pvt Ltd in the “interest of
national security”. Some online
travel portals and associations

by IndiGo to operatedirect flights
from Delhi and Mumbai to
Istanbul.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Friday
said IndiGo has been granted a
“one-time last and final exten-
sion” of three months up to
August 31 on the damp leasing
of the two aircraft while the
airlne had sought a six-month
extension.

On May 15, aviation security
watchdog BCAS revoked the

in order to avoid passenger
inconvenience due to immedi-
ate flight disruption, IndiGo has
been grantedaone-timelastand
final extension of three months
upto 31.08.2025 for these damp
leased aircraft.

The extension has been given
“based on the undertaking from
the airline that, they will termi-
nate the damp lease with Turkish
Airlines within this extension
period, and shall not seek any
further extension for these oper-
ations,” the statement said.







Lavrov pushes for
Russia-India-Ch

TimeEs NEws NETWORK

ith India having re-
SDIV@ditsZOZObDl‘der
. standoff with China
in Ladakh, Russia is pushing
India to restart the Russia-In-
dia-China (RIC) trilateral me-
chanism. Foreign minister
Sergey Lavrov said an un-
. derstanding
had been reac-
hed between
India and Chi-
na on how to
ease the situa-
' tion on the bor-
der and it’s time now for the
revival of the RIC troika.

“] would like to confirm
our genuine interest in earli-
est resumption of the work
within the format of troika—
: Russia, India, China— which
;" was established many years
: agoon theinitiative of Yevge-
: ny Primakov (former Rus-
: sianPM),and whichhasorga:
¢ nised meetings over 20 times
: at the ministerial level since
: then, not only at level of for-
: eign policy chiefs, but also

heads of other economic,

: trade and financial agencies
: of three countries,” said Lav-
i rov,speakingat a conference,
. asperRussia’s TASS agency

:  Lavrovislikely totake up
: thelssue with Indian author-
; ities during his upcoming
: visit to India. As TOJI hag Yo.

N ew Zealand is pursuing a free trade agreement (FTA) purpos-
efully with India for which negotiations were launched earfier
this year, visiting deputy PM and foreign minister Winston Peters
said Friday. Peters discussed with his counterparts Jaishankar iss-
ues related to trade, economy, defence and security ina meeting,
while unequivocally condemning the Pahalgam attack and expres-
sing solidarity with the people of India. They affirmed their shared
commitmentto a free, open, secure, and prosperous Indo-Pacific.
Speaking at Ananta Centre in Delhi later, Peters described the
FTA talks as a breakthrough in economic ties with India. Differen-
ces remain over tariffs on dairy products though and Peters said

he was aware of the concerns of the dairy industry in India. T
#

ported on May 26, the Russian
minister is likely to travel to
India in June to finalise the
agenda for the upcoming In-
dia-Russia summit that will
see President Vladimir Putin
visiting India for the first

. time since the Russia-Uk-

raine war started in Feb 2022.

provocation,” Lavrov said.”
Indialast hosted ameeting
of RIC foreign ministersina
virtual mode in Nov 2021. The
minister had then pledged to
strengthen cooperation un-
der the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) say-
ing the group played a const-

Sergey Lavrov will be in India in June to finalise the

agenda for the upcoming India-Russia summit that

will see President Viadimir Putin visiting the country
| for the 1st time since the Russia-Ukraine war began

The Russian agency also
quoted Lavrov as saying that
Nato is blatantly trying to
lure India into anti-China in-
trigues. “I have no doubts
whatsoever that our Indian
friends, and I say this based
on confidential conversa-
tions with them, obviously
see this trend that can be

ructive role in securing peace
and sustainable development,
advancing regional coopera
tion and consolidating ties of
good-neighbourliness _and
mutual trust. While Ind
hasn't taken any decision F’E[;
on participation in the SC :
summit that China will hﬂ;I
this year, Russia ishoping P
Modi will attend the event.
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Hamas gives co

esponse

JERUSALEM, May 30 (AP)

ISRAEL has ac
proposal for atemporary cease-
fire with Hamas, theWhite House
said on Thursday. US President
Donald Trump’s special envoy,
Steve Witkoff, expressed opti-
mismearlier this week about bro-
kering an agreement to halt the
[srael-Hamas war and return
more of the hostages captured
in the attack that ignited it.
White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt told reporters
that Israel “backed and sup-
ported” the new proposal.
Hamas officials gave the
Israeli-approved draft a cool
response, but said they wanted
tostudy the proposal more close-
ly before giving a formal answer.
“The Zionist response, in
essence, means perpetuating the

occupation and continuing the
killing and famine,” Bassem
Naim, a top Hamas official, told
The Associated Press. He said it
“does not respond to any of our
people’s demands, foremost
amongwhichis stopping thewar
and famine.” Nonetheless, he
said the group would study the
proposal “with all national
responsibility.” Hamas had pre-
viously said it had agreed with
Witkoffona “general framework”
ofanagreement that would lead
toalasting ceasefire, afulllsraeli
withdrawal from Gaza, an influx
ofaid, and transferof power from
militants to independent com-
mittee of Palestinians.

[sraeli PM Netanyahu has
refused to end the war until all
the hostages are released and
Hamasiseitherdestroyed ordis-
armed and sent into exile.



Three new SC judges take oath

B SC regains full working
strength of 34 judges

NEW DELHI, May 30 (PTI)

CHIEF Justice of India B R Gavai
on Friday administered the oath
of office to Justices NV Anjaria,
Vijay Bishnoi and A §
Chandurkar as judges of the
Supreme Court,

TheCJladministered the oath
1o the judges at a ceremony in
apex court premises.

With the swearing in of the
judges, the top court will regain
its [ull working strength of 34
judges, including the CJL

The Supreme Courtcollegium

on Monday recommended the
appointmentofKarnataka High
Court Chief Justice Anjaria,
Gauhati High Court ChiefJustice
Bishnoi, and Bombay High
Court judge Justice Chandurkar
as judges of the top court.

Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal announced their
appointmentonX.Theirnames
wererecommendedagainstthe

(Contd on page 5)

CJI B R Gavai greets Justice

A S Chandurkar after
administering the oath of office
during his swearing-in
ceremony as Supreme Court
judge in New Delhi. (PTI)




