





ISRO COMPLETES 100 ROCKET LAUNCHES

FUTURE MISSIONS
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farmers continue to

New Delhi: The overall

acreage of Rabi (winter sown)

crops increased in 2024-25 com-

pared to the previous crop

year, with sowingof wheat get-

tingmoreattentionof farmers
- compared to oilseeds:

The acreage of wheat in-
creased by nearly 2.8% where-
as it dipped by 4% for oilseeds
in the current year compared
10 20238-24, despite the govt's at-
tempt to increase the sown ar-
ea of oilseeds through various -
support in order to reduce the
country’s import bills.

* Qverall, the acreage of all

crops put together thisyearis _

The acreage of hat Increased
by nearly 2.8%

around 656 lakh hectare com-
pared to 644 lakh hectare inthe
previousyear—an increaseof
12 lakh hectare (nearly 2%) —
with the sown area of wheat,
the main Rabi crop, occupying
nearly half of itat324lakh hec-
tare compared to 315 lakh hec-

tave in 2023-24.

The data released by the
agriculture ministry at the
end of the Rabi sowing sea-
son this week shows that the
sown ared of pulses rose by 3
lakh hectare — from 139 lakh
hectare in 2023-24 to 142 lakh
hectare in 2024-25.

The acreage of oilseeds,
on the other hand, reported a
decline of four lakh hectare
(from1021akh hectare in 2023-
24 to 98 lakh hectare in 2024-
95) with rapeseed and mus-

tard showing the biggestfall. -
“Poor returns to farmers

on oilseeds compared to com-
petingcropssuchaswheatand

‘pulses is the main reason be-

hind it in the Rabi season.
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Price signal for wheat is posi-. :
tive currently, while it iseither :
stable or negative for oil- @
seeds,” former member of the :
Uttar Pradesh Planning Com- :
mission, Sudhir Panwar, said. :
Panwar, a farm expert, :
told TOI that farmers were :
forced to sell mustard, sun- :
flower and soybean below :
minimum support price :
(MSP) in absence of market :.
intervention by the govt. !
“Since storagelife of oilseeds :
is short compared to wheat, :
farmers had to resort to dis- :
tress sale,” he said, citingthe :
factors behind the farmers’ :
choice in favour of wheat.
Data shows that even the
acreage of millets remained
flat around 56 lakh hectare
this year, despite constantap- :
peal to farmers towards crop :
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