. ‘Bhairav commandos

muscle. to Army by

 First Lot Of
5 Units Being
~Raised

" Rajat.Pandit@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Army is now
® Taising the first lot of five
‘Bhairav’ light commando
battalions, each with 250 spe-

cially trained and equipped
soldiers, to enhance swift
strike capabilities along the
borders with Pakistan and

' Theplanistoprogressively
¢ raise 23 “agile and lethal”

‘Bhairav’ battalions from ex-
 isting troops to bridge the gap

‘Bhairav’ units are coming up-
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s at Leh, 15 Corps at Sri-
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The 11.5-1akh strong Army
isdrawing ‘Bhairav’ comman-
dos from its regular infantry
battalions, which number 415
(each has 800 soldiers), under
the “save and raise” concept
without fresh troop accre-

tions. “Muchsmallerand nim-
ble than Ty battalion:

will be geared for speed, flexi.
- tacti-

D o

tion tothe Army’s 10 Para-Spe-
which have 620 soldiers

addi-

ed after arduous training, and
are equipped with a wide ar-
ray of specialised weapons
and equipment.

Though meant for special
clandestine missions in high-
risk environments, usually
behind enemy lines, these
erack units are often used for
mere tactical operations.

 “The ‘Bhairav’ battalions,
‘eachwithseven-eight officers, -

- are also meant to relieve Spe-

- cial Forces, who can then con-

- centrateon theirmorecritical

tasks,” anothersource said.
The ‘Bhairav’ commandos

will undergo specialised train-

ing for two-three months in
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_ations was, incidentally, re-

vy (NA
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centregar}dmenheaﬂar:hedtn
the_ Special Forces unite in
t:ak;fu]rﬂ-l respective thestreg for

ther month for
= advanced

On July 26, Arm
General Upendrg lgmﬁti:li
had announced the move to
Set up new ‘Rudrgy’ all-armg
brigades, ‘Shaktibaan' artil-
1e1}r regiments, with specia)
‘Divyastra’ surveillance and
loitering munitions batterias
and the ‘Bhairgy hattalions:
He also said all infantry bat-
talions will now have dedicat.
ed drone platoons, as was then
reported by TOL

Anew tri-servicejoint doe-
trine for Special Forces oper-

leased on Wednesday, Apart
from the Army’s Special
Forces, there are 27 ‘flights’ of
around 1,600 ‘Garud’ comman-
dos in IAF and over 1,400 ma-
rine commandos (Marcos) in
Navy.
“Special Forces, owing to.

their agility, strategic reach

and mission-specific capabili- -
ties, are uniquely suited to

‘generate disproportionate op-

erational effect through preci-

sion engagement, deep inser-
tionand unconventional oper-
ations,” said CDS General
Anil Chauhan, in the doc-
trine’s foreword.




India, Japan ink pact

for Chandrayaan-5
explore Moon

TOKYO, Aug 29 (PTI)

INDIA and Jap n Saturday
signed the implementing
arrangement for the

Chandrayaan-5 mission, a joint
exploration of the polar region
of the moon by the space agen-
cies of the two countries.

The Implementing
Arrangementbetween the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency (JAXA) con-
cerning Joint Lunar Polar
Exploration Mission was inked
onthesidelines of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit here.

The Chandrayaan-5 mission
aims to study the lunar volatile
materials, includinglunar water,
in the vicinity of a Permanently
Shadowed Region (PSR) in the
lunar South pole.

The mission will be launched
by JAXA onboard its H3-24L
launch vehicle, carrying the
[SRO-made lunar lander, which
will carry the Japan-made lunar

rover.

ISRO, apart from developing
the lunar lander, is also respon-
sible for developing a few scien-
tific instruments for the mission
forexplorationandin-situanaly-
sisofthevolatilesreservedinthe
lunar polar region.

“lam gladthat Indiaand Japan
are joining hands for the next
edition ofthe Chandrayaan series
or the LUPEX (Lunar Polar
Exploration) mission. This will
contribute to deepening our
understanding of the perma-
nently shadowed regions at the
lunar south pole,” Modi said in
an interview with The Yomiuri
Shimbun.

“Our G2G collaborationin the
space sector, between ISRO and
JAXA, is fostering a culture of
cooperationbetween ourindus-
tries and startups. This is creat-
ing an ecosystem where innova-
tionflows bothways—fromlabs
to launch pads, and from
research to real-world applica-
tions,” Modi said.




Union Minister Piyush Goyal during the
17th Cll Global MedTech Summit in
New Delhi.

(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 29 (PTI)

COMMERCE and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Friday said a proposed
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Oman

FTA wﬂ:h Oman soo

atar wants
th India: Goyal

will be finalised soon, and Qatar also
wants to negotiate a pact with India. He
said that India has already signed such
acts with a number of developed
economies, including Australia, the UK,
the UAE, Mauritius, and four- European
nation bloc European Free Trade
Association (EFTA).

Besides, Indiais negotiating trade pacts
with the European Union (EU), the US,
New Zealand, Chile, and Peru. These
agreements, he said, will open up new
opportunities, markets, and investment
possibilities. Negotiations with the EU
are moving at a faster pace, Goyal said,
adding Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal is visiting Brussels next week to
take stock of the trade pact talks.




“RightaftertheSCO
Plus meeting (on
September 1), our|
President will meet
meet Prime Minister g Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Modi,” Ushakov told
Monday on the side- Yuri Ushakov said on Friday. journalists on Friday.
lines of the Shanghai Cooperation Both Modi and Putin will travel to It will be their first meeting this year,
Organisation (SCO) SummitinChina's  Chinatoattend the SCO Summit from  he said. Putin will travel to India in|
Tianjin, Kremlin foreign policy aide August 31 to September 1. December.

MOSCOW, Aug 29 (PTI)

RUSSIAN President
Vladimir Putin will




Japan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Japanese counterpart

Shigeru Ishiba during the 15th India-Japan Annual Summit in

Tokyo, Japan on Friday,

(PMO via PTI)

TOKYO, Aug 20 (PT)

JAPAN on Friday set an invesi-
ment target of 10 trillion yen in
India overadecadeandthe two
sides firmed up a mega
roadmap to bolster coopera-
tion in several key areas such
ascritical minerals, defenceand
technology, in decisions that
came amid economic turbu-
lence created by the Trump
administration’s policies on
trade and tariffs.

The announcements on
expanding India-Japan special
strategicandglobal partnership
were made following summit
tulks between Prime Minister
Narendra Modiandhis Japanese
counterpart Shigeru Ishiba,

We havesetatarget of 10 trl-
lion yen investment in India
from Japan in the next 10 years,
Modi, lanked by Ishiba, saidin
his mediastaternent. The Prime
Minister, who landed in Tokyo

(Contd on page 5)

invest 10t

ndia’s talent can bring revolution’

stest growing major
economy and its political and eco-
nomic stability as well as trans-
parency in polcies have made it an
atiractive investmenl destination,
especially in areas of green energy,
menufacturing and technology,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on Friday.

Madi's remarks at a business

forum shortly after landing in Tokyo
on a two-day trip came amid fears
of adverse impact of Washington's
50 per taritfs against India on the
country's economy.

In his address, Modi said Jepan's
technologyand India's talent togeth-
er can lead the technology revolu-
tion of this century and can con-
tribute significantly 10 Asia's sta-
bility, growth and prosperity. The
Prime Minister said Japanese com-

panies have invested more then USO
40 billion in India, including USD 13
billion in the past two years as he
highlighted the country's remerkable
changes in the last 11 years.

“Today, we have political and eco-
nomic stahility, and clear and pre-
dictatle policies. India is now the
fastest-growing major economy in
the world, and very soon, it will
become the word's third-largest
economy,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi viith his Japanese counterpart Shigeru Ishiba and other

dignitaries during the India-Japan Economic Forum in Tokyo.
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Ex-PMs Suga,
Kishida meet
PM Modi

TOKYO, Aug 29 (PTT)

FORMER Japanese Prime
Ministers Yoshihide Suga
and Fumio Kishida called on
Prime: Minister Narendra
Modihereon Friday and dis-
cussed bilateral ties, Modiin
a social media post said he
had a "wonderful meeting”
with Kishida.

“He has always been a
great advocate of closer
India-Japan relations. We
discussed the progress in our
bilateral partnership across
trade, critical technologies
and human resourcemobil-
ity. We also discussed the
vast potential in emerging
areassuchas technology and
semiconductors,” Modisaid.

"Bothsides discussed the
progress in India-Japan ties
and the potential of taking

{Contd on page 5)




