


University of Southampton |
varsity to set up In

B UGC had in 2023
announced Setting
up and Operation 0
Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational
Institutions in India
Regulations

NEW DELHI. Aug 29 (PTH)

THE UK's University of
Southampton hasbecome the
first foreign university to set
upitsoffshore campusinindia
under the new Nalional
Education Policy, the Center
announced on Thursday.

The University Granls
Commission (JGC) had in2023
announced Setting up and
Operation of Campuses of
Foreign Higher Educational
Institutions in India
Regulations.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankarhandedovera Letter

‘India

NEW DELHI, Aug 29 (PTI)

education as key vehicle to
rate engagement with world’

INDIA sees education today as a “key vehicle” to accelerate a more inten-

sive engagement between the country and the
world, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
on Thursday.

He said thisin his address at an event held here
on handing over a Letter of Intent to the University
of Southampton which will be establishing a cam-
pus in India under the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020. “Today's event is also a testament to the strong and multi-
faceted bilateral ties between India and the United Kingdom, of which edu-
cation is a particularly important pillar. At the heart of this progress lies
the National Education Policy (NEF) 2020," the Union Minister said. The
NEP 2020 is a policy which “champions internationalisation” and aims to
position India as a “global player in education”, he added. It is more than
just a policy, it is in fact a vision for the future of education in India, one
that “aspires to elevate our standards to the highest global level,” the EAM

asserted.

ofIntent (Lol) to university rep-
resentatives at an event here,

According to officials, the
University of Southamplon

oreign

mpus under NEP

submitted a proposalforopen-
ing a branch campus in
Gurugram that was approved
by the UGC standing commil-
tee, comprising noted aca-
demics from Indiaand abroad,
for issuing a Lol as per regula-
tions. “The degrees awarded
by the India campus of the
UniversityofSouthamptonwill
be the same as in the host uni-
versily, The programs offered
in the branch campus of
University of Southampton in
India will have the same aca-
demic and quality standards,”
UGC Chairman Jagadesh
Kumar said.

“The Indian campus of the
University of Southampton is
expected Lo start its academic
programs in July 2025. The
courses offered will be in sub-
jectsfocusing on business and
management, computing, law,
engineering, art and design,
biosciences and life sciences,”
he added.



..------l."..‘...-.. ;;;;

llllllllllllllll

Renenm e

e
e-%
T ab iy
aF
5" g
5 S
@ =
= oy
78 °
T
S N

' NeWDelhi Wlththerunafgo

od rains. continuing for overf
two months, ‘the monsoon in

JulyandAug this 3ﬁear1sz;etto‘{L -
be among :thé tWO WEtteSt the o

- ng..;..‘.

cmp sowing and for soi] mois- 500 ' . on SR
ture in subsgequentmonths. 2019 °1996 2022y.0024 '\ ¥
Rain recorded across India ;ﬁ’;&igiﬁzfsﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁfﬁ,ﬁ;ﬁiﬁg”m is
in July-Augcurrently standsat Source: IMD :
o856mm and is expected to cross
595mm 1In the next two days, Aug wlnch came on the ,heels X
which will be around 11% hig- of a 9% Surplus in July Asof
her than the long period avera- . Aug 29, average rainfall across |
ge(535.4mm). Thiswillbeclose ' India during’ the month -‘was
to or higher than 596.Imm re- -16%-abovenor al.
corded in 2019, the wettest July - Tecast Aug rains to/be iff Hor
Auginthe30years. , mal range FLPA).
Thisfollows better—than-ex-r ' HMEAL SIS
pected rains in the country in bRelated repo’rl-, P20

-----------------------------------------




India, China discuss to

down differences

NEW DELHI, Aug 29 (PTI) quillity, and
the LAC are the
basis for restoration
10rmalcy in bilateral rela-
tions”, it said.

In line with the guidance pro-
vided by the two Foreign
Ministers’ meetings in Astana
and Vientiane in July to accel-
erate the discussions, and
building on the WMCC meet-
ing held last month, “the two
sideshad a frank, constructive
and forward-looking exchange
of views on the situationalong
theLine ofActual Control (LAC)
to narrow down the differences
and find early resolution of the
outstanding issues”, the state-
ment said. For this, they fur-

peace and
respect
INDIA and China onThursday ess
had a “frank, constructive and
forward-looking” exchange of
views on thesituatio
LAC to “narrow down" differ-
ences and find an early reso-
lution to outstanding issues,
the MEA said.

The 31st meeting of the
Working Mechanism for
Consultation & Coordination
(WMCC) on India-China
Border Affairs was held in
Beijing, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said in a state-
ment.

During the meeting, it was
reiterated that “restoration of

g LAC

theragreed for “intensified con-
tact through diplomatic and
military channels”.

Gourangalal Das, joint sec-
retary (eastAsia), fromthe MEA
led the Indian delegation. The
Chinese delegation was led by
Hong Liang, director general of
the Boundary & Ocean Affairs
Department of the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In the meantime, the two
sidesdecided tojointlyuphold
peace and tranquillity on the
ground in the border areas, in
accordance withrelevant bilat-
eral agreements, protocolsand
understandings reached
between thetwo Governments,
the MEA statement said.



Iran has further |

VIENNA, Aug 29 (AP)

IRAN has further incr
stockpile of uranium enriched
to near weapons-grade levels
in defiance of international
demands, aconfidential report
by the United Nations'nuclear
watchdog said on Thursday.
The report by the
International Atomic Energy
Agency said that as of August
17, Iran has 164.7 kilograms
(363.1 pounds) of uranium
enriched up to 60 per cent
That'san increase of 22.6 kilo-
grams (49.8 pounds) since the
IAEA’ last report in May.
Uranium enriched up to 60
per cent purity is just a short,

ons-gradelevels of 90 per
cent, The IAEA report, which
was seen by The Associated
Press, says Tehran has also not
reconsidered its September
2023 decision to ban the most
experienced nuclear inspec-
tors from monitoring its
nuclear programand thatIAEA
surveillance cameras remain
disrupted.

The report further says that
Iran has still not provided
answers to the nuclear watch-
dog’s years-long investigation
about the origin and current
location of man-made urani-
um particles found at twoloca-
tions that Tehran has failed to

anium:

ased
UN

declare as potential nuclear
sites. The locations are known
as Varamin and Turquzabad.

The IAEA report comes just
daysafter Iran’'s supremeleader
opened the door to renewed
negotiations with the United
States over his country’s rap-
idly advancing nuclear pro-
gram, telling its civilian gov-
ernment there was “no harm”
in engaging with the “enemy.”

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's
remarks set clear red lines for
anytalkstakingplace underthe
new government of reformist
President Masoud Pezeshkian
and reiterated his warnings
thatWashington was not to be
trusted.



PM Modi invited

meet in October in

ISLAMABAD, Aug 29 (PTI)

PAKISTAN has invited Prime
Minister NarendraModitothe
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) heads of
Government meeting being
organised here inOctober, the
Foreign Office Spokesperson
said here on Thursday.

During a weekly press brief-
ing, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said that invitations
have been sent to the heads of
countries to participate in the
meeting which will take place
on October 15-16, the ‘Dawn’
newspaper reported.

“An invitation has also been
sent to the Prime Minister of
India, NarendraModi,” Baloch
was quoted as saying in the
report. Baloch said some coun-
tries had already confirmed

in the Shanghai
tion Organisation
‘SCO) heads of Government
meeting. “It will be informed
in due course which country
has confirmed,” she added.

Islamabad and New Delhi
have along history of strained
relations, primarily due to the
Kashmir issue as well as the
cross-border terrorism ema-
nating from Pakistan.

India has been maintaining
that it desires normal neigh-
bourly relations with Pakistan
while insisting that the onus is
on Islamabad to create an envi-
ronment that is free of terror
and hostility for such an
engagement.

TheSCO Summitwillbe pre-
ceded by a ministerial meet-
ing and several rounds of sen-
iorofficials’ meetings focusing
on financial, economic, socio-
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cultural, and humanitarian
cooperation among the SCO
member states.

The SCO, comprising India,
China, Russia, Pakistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, isan
influential economic and secu-
rity bloc.




