US nudges India, Pak to
together, de-esca

; Backers Must Be
Brought To Book
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New Delhi: The US stepped in
to prevent any military con-
flict between India and Pakis-
tan over the Pahalgam terror
attack as it asked both countri-
es to work for peace, India has
been weighing punitive mea-
sures against Pakistan for its
cross-borderadventurism, but
in a phone conversation with
counterpart S Jaishankar, se-
cretary of state Marco Rubio
“encouraged” India to work
with Pakistan to de-escalate
tensions and maintain peace
and security in South Asia.

There was no readout
from the Indian side but Jais-
hankar posted on X that the
perpetrators, backers and
planners of the attack must
be broughtto justice.

Rubio spoke to Pakistani
PM Shehbaz Sharif before his
talks with Jaishankar and ur-
ged officials’ cooperation in
investigating “this uncons-
cionable attack”, Thestate de-
partment'’s Hindi account on
X said in a post 'nmmdwthat
under P
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Seek justice, don’t spew
hate; Slam officer’s wife

Karnal: Navy officer Lt Vinay Narwal's wife 5
Himanshi, whose forlorn figure sitting nextto :
her slain husband became the image of thePa- :
halgam massacre, appealed to people to stop
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US, Ukraine sign deal givin
access to country’s

WITH DEAL,

Prez Zelensky Hails
‘Equal Deal’, Says
Will Help Modernise
Ukraine’s Industry

washington: Kyiv and Was-
hington on Thursday hailed a -
deal giving the US preferential
access to new Ukrainian mine-
rals as a milestone which a top
US official said would allow
President Trump to negotiate
with Russia on astronger basis.
The Kremlin was silent on
Wednesday’s agreement, but
Russian  president
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New Delhi: Navy has further in.
ensified its  muscle

witsfiringdrills, as the exchange'
of small arms fire continues un-
abated between the rival armies
alongthe Line of Controlin J&K.
The “NavArea' warning for
the specified zone off Gujarat
till May 3, incidentally, is just
around 80-85 nautical miles
from where the Pakistan Navy is
undertaking itsowndrillsinthe
Arabian Sea. “We have made it
clear that if any warship or ship
enters that zone, she willdoso at
itsown peril,” an officer said.
Navy chief Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi took stock of his force’s
operational readiness during a
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gt ithe Western Navy Com-
And in Mumbai Thursday The
Teview cameevenas Navy hasde-
‘Ployed several warships in the
Arabian Sea, which conducted
multiple firings of the BrahMas
supersonic cruise missiles and
other weapon systems last week.,
China, which has the world’s
largest Navy with over 370 war-
ships and submarines, is assidu- .
ously helping Pakistan build a e,
strong maritime force. Pakistan  Navy's latest in
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has already inducted four latest  Port for the first time on Gujarat : Y, in Surat on Thursday. Navy
Type 034A/P multi-role frigates  has deployed several warships in the Arabian Sea Lt N
and other platforms from China. :

It’s slated to soon get eight Yuan-
class diesel-electric submarines,

with airindependent propul-
sion, in a major capability jump
for India's western adversary, ¢

Amidtheheightenedtensions readiness
with Pakistan, JAF is undertak-  bases, espi
ing long-range day and night
fighter sorties, while also keep-







US clears $13Im sale
of defence softw:

New Delhi: Tr administration has ap-
‘proved osed sale of Indo-Pacific mar-
itime domain awarenessrelated software and
equipment worth $131million to India.

Given its increasing role in the crucial
Indo-Pacific region, India had recently
requested the US for purchase of the SeaVi-
sion software, technical assistance field
team training, remote software and analytic
support, and other related elements of
logistics and programme support.

“This proposed sale will support the for-
- eign policy and national security objectives

~ of the US by helping to strengthen the US-In-
~ dian strategic relationship and to improve
' the security of a major defence partner whi-
- chcontinues to be an important force for po-
~ litical stability, peace, and economic pro- !
~ gressintheIndo-Pacificand South Asiaregi-
*aHS,” the US defence security cooperation
ok g€ cy said in anotification to US Congress.
~ The proposed sale will improve India’s
-' : apability tomeet current and future threats
by - bolstering its maritime domain
- awareness, analytical capabilities, and
~ strategic posture, the agency added. TN




