


Jordan base as it

Iraq’s Strongest Iran-Backed Militias ¢

Washington: The US has bol-

stered defencesatabase inJor-
dan that was attacked by Iran-
backed militantsasitprepares
for a wider US response to a
drone attack that killed three
service members, a US official
said Friday Even as a larger
US military response seemed
imminent, some Iran-backed
factions pledged to continue to
attack US forces in the region.
In a statement, one of Iraq’s
strongest Iran-backed militi-
as, Harakat al-Nujaba, anno-
unced its plans to continue mi-
litary operations against US
troops, despite other allied fac-
tions having called off their at-
tacks in the wake of a Sunday
drone strike in Jordan.

The US response against
threats by Iran-backed Houth-
is in Yemen, who have been
firing drones and missiles at
commercial and military
ships in the Red Sea, continu-
ed on Friday as well. A second
US official confirmed the mili-
tary had taken self-defence
strikes inside Yemen against
Houthi military targets dee-
med an imminent threat. Al-
Masirah, a Houthi-run satelli-
te news channel, said British

and American forces conduc-
ted three strikes in the nort-
hern Yemeni province of Haj-
jah—aHouthistronghold.
While previous US respon-
ses inIraq and Syria haye been
more limited, the attack on To-
wer22 astheJordanoutpo :

.....

ALONE & LOST: The Unicef salﬂ Fnday that at least 17, 000 chlldren m
Gaza have been left unaccompanied. And, more than 1 million children
in the conflict zone are in need of mental health support, it estimated

Israel eyes advancing into
Gazans' last refuge: Rafah

Gaza:Israeliforcesshelled the
outskirts of the last refuge on
the southern edge of the Gaza
Strip on Friday, where the dis-
placed, penned againstthebor-
der fence in their hundreds of
thousands, said they feared a
new assault with nowhere left
to flee. More than half of Ga-
za's 2.3 million residents are
now' homeless and crammed
into Rafah. Tens of thousands
morehavearrived in recentda-
ys, carrying belongings in the-
ir arms and pulling children
on carts, since Israeli forces
launched one of the biggest as-
saults of the war last week to

sacrelikenever before.”

Israeli defence minister Yo-
av Gallant said late on Thurs-
day that troops would now turn
to Rafah. “We are achieving
our missions in Khan Younis,
and we will also reach Rafah
and eliminate terror elements
that threaten us,” Gallant said.

As the only part of Gaza
with access to the limited food
and medical aid trickling acr-
0ss the border, Rafah and near-
by parts of Khan Younis have
become a warren of makeshift
tents. Wind and cold weather
have added to Palestinians’ mi-
sery. The UN says rescuers can

no longer reach the sick and

wounded in Khan Younis, and

o- the prospect of combat reachi-

ng Rafah is almost unthinkab-

~le. “Rafah is a pressure cooker
- of despair and wefear for what

mes next,” Jens Laerke, spo-
person for theUNOfﬁce for

ley'll Contmue To Target US Troops

nian-made drone that killed g
the service members was fired
from, the official said. {
The attack on Tower 22led :
to the first deaths of US servi- :
cememberssincethe warbet- :
ween Israel and Hamas broke :
out. US response option_s we-
rebeing weighed as President :
Joe Biden, defence secretary :

Lloyd Austin and chairman :
of the joint chiefs Gen. CQ :
Brown travelled to Dover air :
force base in Delaware to be :
with the families of those fal- :
len soldiers as they are hono- :
ured at a transfer ceremony. :
The US has blamed the Jor- :
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dan attack on the Islamic Re- :

sistanceinIraq,acoalition of

Iranian-backed militias. In :
the days since the attack, the :
US has bolstered the defenses :
around Tower 22, which hou- :
ses about 350 US troops and :
sitsnear thedemilitarizedzo- @
neon the border between Jor- :
dan and Syria. The Iragi bor- :

der is only 10km away,

On Thursday, Austin indi- :
cated thatthe USresponseaga- :
inst the militias would widen. :
“At this point, it’s time to take :
away even more capability :
than we've taken in the past,” :
Austin said Austin said that :
Iran has had a hand in the at- :
tapks by supplying and trai- :
ning the militias. The US. has :
tried to communicate through :
backchannels to Iran over the :
last few months to get them to
rein in the militant groups, :

another US official said.

TheUShasalsotriedmore :
limited military responses :
against weaponsstoragesites
and training areas. So far, the
US response has not deterred
the groups, which have at- :
tacked US facilities at Jeast

- 166 times since Oct. AP



IAF’s Vayu Shakti-

NEW DELHI, Feb

ALL frontline aircraft, includ-
ing the Rafale fighter jets and
Prachandattackchoppers, will
take part in the Indian Air
Force'sExerciseVayushakti, Air
ForceVice Chief-Air Marshal AP
Singh said on Friday. The exer-
cise is scheduled to be held on
February 17 in Rajasthan’s
Jaisalmer.

“All frontlineaircralft, includ-
ing the Rafale fighter jets and
Prachand attack choppers,
wouldbetaking partin Exercise
Vayushakti. We would also be
airlifting Army gunsin the exer-
cise,” AP Singh said here. The
exercise Vayushakti has been

on 17th

going on since 1954.

TheAir Force Vice Chiefsaid
that the IAF would be show-
casing its capability to carry
out accurate bombing on tar-
gets in the exercise.

“The Made in India LCA
Tejas, Prachand attack heli-
copters and ALH Dhruvwould
be taking part. In a span of two
hours, we would be dropping
around 40-50 tonnes of ord-
nance in a one- to two-kilo-
meter radius,” he said. "Army
to fire weapons from Rudra
choppers during the exercise
and the Ultra Light Howitzer
of the Army would be show-
cased underslung a Chinook
chopper,” he added.



UGG draft submitte

DEHRADUN, Feb 2 (PTI)

A GOVERNME
panel to preparead
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on
Friday submitted a volumi-
nous document to
Uttarakhand Chiefl Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, who
said the “long-awaited
moment has arrived”.

The draft will be examined,
studied and discussed before
itis tabled in the assembly on
February 6, he said. A special
four-daysession of theassem-
blyhasalreadybeen convened
fromFebruary5-8topassaleg-
islation on the UCC.

The draft in four volumes

740 pages was
over to Dhami by the
-member committee head-
ed by retired Supreme Court
judge Ranjana Prakash Desai.
All the panel members came
to the Chief Minister’sresidence
to submit the draft. Apart from
Desai, other members of the
panelareretired chiefjustice of
Sikkim High Court Pramod
Kohli,social activist Manu Gaur,
former Uttarakhand chief sec-
retary Shatrughan Singh and
Vice Chancellor of Doon
University Surekha Dangwal.
Receiving the draft, Dhami
said, “It is yet another step
towardsthe fulfillment ofacom-
mitment made to the people

’khand GM

before the Assembly polls of
2022." Dhami also released a
music video titled “Aa Raha Hai
UCC”(UCCiscoming).Thetitle
songhasbeenwritten and sung
by Bhupendra Baseda and its
tune composedby Rakesh Bhatt.

After getting a mandate for
a second consecutive term in
office, his Cabinet at its very
first meeting decided to con-
stitute the committee.

“The panel, which consists
of erudite people, helda com-
prehensive dialogue with peo-
plerepresentingdifferent sec-
tions of the society, including
the tribal people of the coun-
try’sfirstvillage of Mana, before
finalising the draft,” he said.




India certain to become

Jrd largest econ

our third

NEW DELHI, Feb 2 (

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said India is
moving fast and will become

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses the Bharat Mobility
Global Expo 2024 at the
Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi on Friday. (PTI)

the world’s third largest econ-
omy in the third term of his
Government.

Thegeneral electionsare due
in April-May this year.

Addressing the Bharat
Mobility Global Expo here, the
prime minister also announced
that 1,000 modern rest houses
in Phase-1 will be constructed
along national highways for
truck and taxi drivers.

“India is certain to become
the third largesteconomy in the

in
' Modi

world in the third term of our
Government,” he said.

Further, Modi said that in
the 10 years before 2014,
around 12 crore vehicles were
sold in the country. However,
since 2014 more than 21 crore
vehicles have been sold in the
country, he added.

“Weare challenging seas and
mountains, and buildingengi-
neering marvelsin recordtime.
From Atal Tunnel to Atal Setu,
India’s infrastructural devel-
opment is creating new
records. In thelast 10 years, 75
new airports have been built.
Around 4 lakh rural roads have
been constructed,” he said.
PM MODI INTERACTS WITH
INDUSTRIALISTSATBHARAT
MOBILITY GLOBAL EXPO:
PRIME Minister Narendra
Modiwill shortlyaddressa pro-
gramme at India’s largest and
first-of-its-kind mobility exhi-
bition, Bharat Mobility Global
Expo 2024, at the newly con-
structed ‘Bharat Mandapan’
in the national capital.

Modi on Friday said the
Government is working on a
new scheme to develop mod-
ern facilities for truck and taxi
drivers on the highways and
construct 1,000 centres in the
first phase. These facilities on
the national highways would
offer resting place, toilet, and
drinking water for the drivers.



India to replace military personnel in 3

aviation platforms in

Around 80 Indian military personnel are in

Maldives primarily to
an aircraft which carrie
evacuations and humanitan

NEW DELHI, Feb 2 (PTI)

INDIAwillreplaceits military per-
sonnel in the three aviation plat-

forms in the Maldives by May 10

and the first phase of the process
would be completed by March 10,
the Maldivian Foreign Ministry
said on Friday after a high-level
meeting between the two sides on
the contentious issue.

The Maldivian foreign Ministry’s
comments came hours after the
India-Maldives core group con-

cludeda meeting in Delhi that pri-
marily focused on withdrawal of
Indian military personnel from the
island nation.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said both sides agreed on a
“set of mutually workable solu-
tions” to enable continued oper-
ation of Indian aviation platforms
in the island nation.

Last month, Maldivian
President Mohamed Muizzuasked
India to withdraw all its military
personnel from the island nation

ves by May 10

by March 15.

“Both sides agreed that the
Government of India will replace
the military personnel in one of
the three aviation platform by
March 10and will complete replac-
ing military personnel in the oth-
er two platforms by May 10,” the
Maldivian Foreign Ministry said.

Al present, around 80 Indian
military personnel are in the
Maldives primarily to operate two
helicopters and an aircraft which
carried out hundreds of medical
evacuations and humanitarian
missions.

The ties between the two coun-
tries came under some strain since
Muizzu came to power in
November.



North Korea tests
cruise missile

calls for

SEOUL, Feb

NORTH Korean on Friday
extended a provocative run in
weapons tests by firing cruise
missiles into the sea, as leader
Kim Jong Un called forhis mil-
itary to step up war prepara-
tions while touring a shipyard.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the US and South
Korean  militaries were
analysing the North Korean
launches into its western sea.
It said the South’'s military

readiness

detected multiple missiles but
itdid notimmediately provide
aspecificnumberoran assess-
ment of their flight character-
istics.

The launches, which were
the North’s fourth round of
cruise missile tests in 2024,
came hours after state media
reported that Kim reiterated
his focus on strengthening his
naval forces as he inspected
unspecified naval projects ata
shipyard in Nampho, on the
west coast.



" BHARAT RICE

NEW DELHI, Feb 2

ail

THE Centréon Friday saidit will sell ‘Bharat
Rice’ in the relzul market at Rs 29 per kg
s %@5 from nextweek

‘g”' to give relief to

%Y the common

1 man and has
Wi also directed
gl (raders to dis-
closerice/pad-
dy stock, as
partofitsefforts to control prices that have
risen by around 15 per cent in the last one
year. In a press conference, Union Food

Secretary Sanjeev Chopra exuded confi- =

dence that these two measures along with
the various restrictions of exports will help
(Contd on page 5)



