India rejects reports a
denial of airspa

to send aid

NEW DELHI, Dec 1 (P

INDIA on Monday expeditious-
ly heeded to Pakistan’s request
to use Indian airspace to send
humanitarian assistance to
cyclone-hit Sri Lanka, people
familiar with the matter said.

They also described as “fake”
reportsin the Pakistani media that
India has not granted overflight
facility to Pakistanto send aid to
Sri Lanka.

The official request for over-
flight was submitted by Pakistan
at around 1300 hours (Indian
time) on Monday seeking per-
mission to fly over Indian air-
space, the people said.

Given the fact that the request
pertained to humanitarian assis-
tance to Sri Lanka, India expe-
ditiouslycleared the requestand

i Lanka

intimated the same to Pakistan
at 1730 hours (Indian time) on
Monday through official chan-
nels, they said. It was processed
at the shortest notice period of
four hours, they added.

ThisgesturefromIndia despite
Pakistan having banned its air-
spaceforIndianairlineswas con-
sidered purely on humanitarian
grounds, the people said.

“Pakistani media, as usual, is
indulging in propaganda and
peddling fake news. These alle-
gations are baseless and mis-
leading. All requests for over-
flight or transit are processed
strictlyinaccordancewith estab-
lished procedures and interna-
tional norms,” said one of the peo-
ple. India'sdecisionsonairspace
permissions are governed by
standard operations.



GColder winter in cent
N-W, peninsular

NEW DELHI, Dec 1 (PTI)

NORMALto below-no
peratures are expected 1
tral India and the adjoin
north-west and peninsular
regionsduring the three-month
winter season, IMD said on
Monday. The  western
Himalayan region, the foothills
of the Himalayas, the north-
eastern States, and parts of east-
ernand western India may expe-
rience above-normalmaximum
temperatures, IMD Director
General Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
said.The IMD is expecting four
to five “extra” days of cold wave
conditions in Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab, and some
parts of Maharashtra.
Mohapatra said these areas
normally experience four to six
days of cold wave conditions
during the December to
February period. “During the

nter season
025 to February
rmaltobelow-normal
um temperatures are
ely over most parts of central
India and adjoining peninsular
and north-west India. Above-
normal minimum temperatures
are likely over the remaining
parts of the country,” he said.
During the season, maximum
temperatures are expected tobe
normal to below normal across
most parts of the country, he
added. The season’s first spell
of cold to severe cold wave con-
ditions started early and was
observed onlyinisolated pock-
etsoverwest, centraland adjoin-
ing east India, mainly north-
east Rajasthan, south Haryana,
north Madhya Pradesh, south
Uttar Pradesh and north
Chhattisgarh, between
November 8 and 18, and over
north interior Maharashtra on
November 15 and 20.

upcoming

ndia,

Another cold wave spell is
expected in parts of north-west
and central India from
December 3 to 5, the IMD chief
said. “WeareexpectingweakLa
Nina conditions to continue
during the December to
February period,” he added.

La Nina refers to the large-
scale cooling of ocean surface
temperaturesin the centraland
easternequatorial Pacific Ocean,
coupled with changes in tropi-
calatmosphericcirculation such
as winds, pressure and rainfall.
It is generally associated with
intense and prolonged rains in
the monsoon season in India
and colder-than-usual winters,
particularly in northernregions.
Most parts of the country, except
forpartsof south-east peninsular
India, the north-eastern states
and areas in the extreme north-
west, recorded normal tobelow-
normal temperatures in
November.




Pak under $30 billion
debt burden as G

NEW DELHI, Dec 1 (TANS)

CHINA-PAKISTAN Economic
Corridor (CPEC) has significantly
increased PakistamWggexternal
obligations to China as
constitutes approximately $30
billion of the country’s external
debt. High loaninterestrates and
foreign currency financing cre-
ate serious debt pressure, mak-
ing successful project imple-
mentation more vulnerable to
economic and political risks,
according to an article in a
Kyrgyzstan newspaper.

Of the 90 planned projects in
the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) only 38 have
been completed and the Gwadar
Port as well as the airport oper-
ateon alimited scale, highlight-
ing the gap between ambitious

plans and a
tion. The

rity
1

implementa-
ct also facessecu-
ocial perception chal-
5. In Balochistan, local ini-
tives call for a more balanced
approach, ensuring that resi-
dents' interests are considered
alongside major investment
goals, it further says.

Of the nine Special Economic
Zones (SEZs), active develop-
ment is observed in only three,
while the others remain in plan-
ning or discussion stages. This
underscores institutional chal-
lenges and the need for more
coordinated actions,

Thearticlealsohighlights that
the project exerts pressure on
the environment: increasing
resource consumptionand emis-
sionsrequire strengthened mon-
itoring and the adoption of sus-

nese
crawls

tainable solutions; otherwise,
risks to ecosystems could be sig-
nificant. CPEC is developing
againstthe backdrop of changes
in international relations. New
partnerships create opportuni-
ties forinvestment diversification
but also reveal the vulnerability
of a model overly dependent on
a single key partner.

CPEC 2.0 demonstrates that
even large, ambitious initiatives
require flexibility, careful man-
agement, and consideration of
real economic, institutional, and
social conditions. The project
remainsstrategicallyimportant,
butitsimplementation faces seri-
ous challenges, making plan
adaptation inevitable and high-
lighting the need for a strategic
approachand balanced risk allo-
cation, the article observes.



