Nawaz says, Pakista
pact with India

LAHORE, May 28 (PTI)

FORMER Pakista
Nawaz Sharif on .
admitted that Islamabad had
“violated” an agreement with
India signed by him and ex-
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayeein 1999, in an appar-
ent reference to the Kargil mis-
adventure by General Pervez
Musharraf.

“On May 28, 1998, Pakistan
carried out five nuclear tests.
After thatVajpayee Saheb came
here and made an agreement
withus. Butweviolated that...It
was our fault,” Sharif told a
meeting of the PML-N gener-
al council that elected him

premier

Presig®ni six yearsafterhewas
#{ualified by the SC.

Sharif and Vajpayee signed
the Lahore Declaration on
February 21, 1999, after a his-
toric summit here. The agree-
ment that talked about avision
of peaceand stability between
the two countries signalled a
major breakthrough, buta few
months later Pakistani intru-
sion in the Kargil district in
Jammu and Kashmir led to the
Kargil War.

“President Bill Clinton had
offered Pakistan USD 5 billion
to stop it from carrying out
nucleartests but Irefused. Had
(former prime minister) Imran
Khanlikea personbeenonmy

olated’

igried in 1999

seat he would have accepted
Clinton’s offer,” Sharif said on
a day when Pakistan marked
the 26th anniversary of its first
nuclear tests.

Sharif, 74, talked about how
he was removed from the office
of the prime minister in 2017
on a false case by then chief
justice of Pakistan Sagib Nisar.
He said all cases against him
were false while the cases
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder leader
Imran Khan were true.

He alsotalked about the role
of former ISI chief Gen Zahirul
Islam in toppling his govern-
ment in 2017 to bring Imran
Khan into power.



Spain, Norway recognis
Palestinian Stat

BARCELONA, May 28 (AP)

SPAIN and Norw
formally recognise a
Palestinian State with Ireland
to follow suit on Tuesday in a
coordinated effortby the three
western European nations.
Israel slammed the diplomat-
icmove thatwillhave noimme-
diate impact on its grinding
war in Gaza but adds to inter-
national pressure on Tel Aviv
to soften its devastating
response to last year’s Hamas-
led attack.

Prime Minister Pedro
Sdnchez said the Spanish
Cabinet will recognise a
Palestinian State at its Tuesday

morning meeting.

“This is a historic decision
that has a single goal, and that
is to help Israelis and
Palestinians achieve peace,”
Sdanchez, standing at the gates
of the Prime Minister’s palace
in Madrid, said.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Israel Katz lashed out at Spain
on X, saving Sdnchez'’s
Government was “being com-
plicit in inciting genocide
against Jews and war crimes.”

Norwegian ForeignMinister
Espen Barth Eide saidinastate-
ment that “for more than 30
years, Norway has been one of
the strongest advocates for a
Palestinian State.”



™\ hina has eoncluded ex-
pansive military exer-

_J cises around Talw

“held in the yake :
Ching-te’s inatgsweio

the island’s presuient The
Chinese army has “success-
fully completed all the mis-
sions” directed against Tai-
wan, state-run military news
channel CCTV reported on
Saturday: A total of 111Chine-

se aircraft and dozens of na-

val vessels had surrounded
the self-ruled island over the
past two days, according to
Taiwan’s defense ministry:
The Chinesemilitary’sla-
test drills were the biggest in
ayeararound theisland.
The latest drills started a
“new era of normalized prac-
tices,” Zhang Chi, associate
professor of the China Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army Natio-
nal Defense University, said
in an interview with CCTV.
“The PLA will stake a step
forward each time the Taiwa-
nese separatists make a pro-
vocativeact,” Zhang said.
: Beiijng has signalled its
: displeasure with Taipei’s
: new government in recent
: days, accusing Lai of see-
king independgnce and des-
tabilizing theregion.
“China’srecent unilateral
military provocations have
: notonly undermmed the sta-
: . tus quo of peace and stability
in the Taiwan Strait, but also

openly provoked the mterna-_ ,
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' A Chlnese warshlp is plctured wh||e navigating at an

Reuters

undisclosed location in waters around Taiwan in this handout
image, released by Taiwan defence ministry on Friday

.US ‘deeply concerned’ over China drills |

“fé“he US state department said on Saturday that the United
States was “deeply concerned” over China’s military drills in
the Taiwan Strait and around Taiwan, and strongly urged it to act
with restraint. “Using a normal, routine, and democratic
transition as an excuse for military provocations risks escalation
and erodes longstanding norms that for decades have
maintained peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait,” the
state department saidina statement. reuters

tional order, and aroused se-
rious concern and condemna-
tion from the international
community,” Taiwan presi-
dential spokesperson Karen
Kuosaid in a statement Satur-
day. Taipei calls on China to
“shoulder globalresponsibili-
ty with Taiwan and work to

maintain peace and stability
" in the Taiwan Straits and the

regibn,”’ she said.

Thedrillsadd tothe comp-
lications Lai faces, among
them a divisive campaign by
rival parliamentarians to re-
in in the president’s powers.
The opposition is pushing

through changes to the law

that would expand lawma-
kers’ ability to investigate
the government, bringing
thousands of people on to the
streetin protest. BLOOMBERG



Biden Highlights
US Commitment
To Israel, Ukraine

West Point (New York)/Tel
Aviv: Israeli warplanes and
artillery pounded Rafah on
Saturday, as the govt dismis-
sed an order by judges at the
International Court of Justi-
ce to halt its military offensi-
ve in the southern Gaza city,
“What they are asking us, is
nottocommit genocide in Ra-
fah. We did not commit geno-
cide and we will not commit
genocide,” Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s na-
tional security adviser, Tza-
chi Haneghi, told Israel's N12
TV on Saturday. :

- Atthesametime, renewed
International efforts were
underway aimed at securing
aceasefire inthe war sparked
by Palestinian militant gro-
up Hamas’ unpre nted
October7attack onIsrael. An

Israeli official said the govt
had an “intention” to restart
stalled negotiations over the
coming days, which the Ha-
mas official denied later: = -

- President Joe Biden emp-
hasised the critical role of US

support to allies around the

ina  “we are standing strong with

P

ITALY TO RESUME UNRWA FUNDING: Italy PM Giorgia Meloni with
Palestinian Authority PM Mohammed Mustafa, in Rome, Italy, on
Saturday. Italy has decided to resume financing specific projects (by
the UN agency for Palestinian refugees or UNRWA) intended for
assistance to Palestinian refugees but only after rigorous controls that
guarantee that not even a penny risks ending up supporting terrorism,
Italian foreign minister Antonio Tajani said

4 US Army vessels run aground near pier

Four US Army vessels supporting the temporary pier built to
deliveraid to Gaza have runagroundin heavyseas and Israelis
aiding a recovery effort, US Central Command said Saturday.“The
vessels broke free from their moorings and two vessels are now
anchored on the beach near the pier. The third and fourth vessels
are beached onthe coast of Israel near Ashkelon,” the statement
said. “No US personnel will enter Gaza. No injuries have been
reported and the pier remains fully functional,” it said. aee

Pacific against increasing Chi-
nese militarism in the region.

- Ukraine and we'll stand with
them”, | Palestinian medics said Is-

He highlighted the US

ellingIranianmissi-  raeliforceskilled more than 30
2 : against Israel and people in new attacks in the
52 supp r:ix  for allies in the Indo-  Gaza'Strip, arp&reuTeRs
Tl ARG '
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Gaza warjs
‘real genocide’

Madrid: The Spanish defen e :
minister said on Saturday :
that the conflict in Gaza js 5 :
“real genocide”, as relations :
between Israeland Spainwor- :
sen following Madrid’s deci. :
sion to recognise a Palestini. :
an state. Reuters couldn’t im- :
mediately reach Israeli offici- :
als for comment on Saturday, :
the Jewish Sabbath. :
Israel has strongly rejected :
accusations made against it by :
South Africa at the Internatio- :
nal Courtof Justice(ICJ)thatit :
is committing a genocide aga- :
inst Palestinians, saying it is :
waging war on the Hamas mili- g
tant group which unleashedan :
attack on Oct 7.
The remark by Spanish de- :
fence minister Margarita Rob- :
les in an interview with TVE
state television echoed a com- :
ment by Spanish deputy prime
minister YolandaDiazwhoear- :
lier this week also described :
the Gaza conflictasagenocide. :
“We cannot ignore what is hap-
pening in Gaza, which isareal :
genocide,” Robles said. She al- :
sosaid Madrid’srecognitionof :
Palestine was not a move aga- :
inst Israel, adding that it was
designed to help “end violence :
inGaza”, reurers ;
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of areas in |

- TwoKilled In

Aerial Attack—

By Russia

Kyiv: Ukrainian forces have
secured “combat control” of
areas where Russian troops
entered the northeastern
- Kharkiv region earlier this

month, President Viodymyr
Zelensky said.

Meanwhile, two people
were Killed Saturday in an
aerial attack on the city of
Kharkiv, which is the re-
gion’s capital, according to
local officials. '

Kharkiv is about 20km
from the Russian border. Mo-
scow’s troops have in recent
weeks captured villages in

the area as part of a broad
push, and analysts say they
may be trying to get within
artillery range of the city.
Ukrainian authorities have
evacuated more than 11,000
people from the region since
the start of the offensive on
May 10. “Our soldiers have
now managed to take combat
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missiles in Kharkiv, Ukraine, on Saturday

control of the border area
where the Russian occupiers

entered,” Zelensky said in

his nightly video address on
Friday evening. Zelensky’s
comments, however, appea-
red to be at odds with those
made by Russian officials.
Viktor Vodolatsky, a
member of Russian lower
house of parliament, said
Russian forces now control-
led more than half of the
town of Vovchansk, 5km in-
side the border, Russian sta-

te neWs agency Tass repor-
ted Friday. Vovchansk has
been aflashpointforfighting

g mall struck by Rusghn
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sinceRussialaunched theof- :
fensive in the Kharkiv re- :
gion. Vodolatsky was also :

quoted as saying that once :

Vovchansk was secured,

Russian forces would target
the cities of Sloviansk, Kra- :

matorsk and Pokrovsk in the :

neighbouring Donetsk re-
gion. Independent confirma-

tion of the claims wasn’t im- :

mediately possible. ap
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Bengal, NE on alert as
Remal may make

Kolkata Airport To Shut Fl

Times News NETwoRrk

Kolkata/Guwahati/Shil-
long/Mizoram: Severe Cy-
clone Remal is set to strike the
Bengal-Bangladesh coast be-
tween 1lpm Sunday and lam
Monday. Kolkata is expected to
bear thebrunt from Sunday af-
ternoon till Monday afternoon
asthestorm, with wind speeds
of 70-80kmph, gusting up to
90kmph, is predicted, along
with very heavy rainfall,
amounting to 200mm. Author-
itiesat Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
have decided to shut flight op-
erations for 21 hours from Sun-
day noon as a measure of
abundant caution. The shut-
down will lead to the cancella-
tion of 394 flights— 28 of them
international— which will af-
fect 63,000 passengers.

An official said airlines
would refund them but if any

B S

High tide lashes the beach in
Visakhapatnam on Saturday due
to the influence of Cyclone Remal
in Andhra Pradesh

- the airlines would try to ac-

commodate them on next
available flights. Airport au-
thorities decided on the shut-
down apparently to avoid the
situation on a Singapore Air-
linesflight, where one passen-
ger died and several others

1

were injured as the plane was
rocked by severe turbulence.
“Met office has forecast
winds of 93-111kmph in the ap-
proach path that could lead to
severe turbulence and force
suspension of operations,” an
airport official said. Even
overflights — planes that fly
between East and West over
Kolkata airspace — are deviat-
ing by up to 240km to avoid
strong swirling winds.
Around -5.30pm Saturday,
the system intensified into a
cyclonicstorm overnorthand
adjoining east-central Bay of
Bengal.Ttispredicted to make
landfall between Khepupara
and Sagar Island in Bengal
around midnight, when the
coastal areas of Bengal and
Bangladesh are likely to see
wind speeds of 110-120kmph,
gusting up to135kmph.
“Kolkata is likely to see
mostof thecyclone’simpactin
the 24 hours between Sunday

passenger insisted on flying,

B |

one

idfall today

or 21 Hrs From Sunday Noon

and Monday afternoon. The
first six hours from Sunday af-
ternoon are crucial to dete_r—
minethestorm’s impact,” said
Regional Meteorological Cen-
tre head of weather H R Bis-
was. Kolkata falls within the
“high impactzone” of Cyclone
Remal that could sail within
100km of the city after landfall,
said an official. From Sunday
afternoon, visibility is likely
to drop to 50-200m. Met offi-
cials warned of the risk of los-
ing electricity and communi-
cation links and damage to in-
frastructure in Kolkata and
neighbouring south districts.
Thenortheastisalsobrac-
ing for impact with the
weather system likely to
bringstrongwindsand heavy

‘rainfall to various parts of

theseven statesin the region.
(With inputs from Subhro
Niyogi, Aheli Banerjee,
Prabin Kalita, Manosh Das
and HC Vanlairuata)




Endurance test: It f
48°C, IMD sa

Safdarjung Records MaX|

Times News Network

New Delhi: As Delhiites
stepped out to cast their vo.
tes on Saturday, severe heat-
waves in several areas tested
their mettle. The heat index
or feel-like temperature was
48 degrees Celsius, accor-
ding toIMD,

‘ While the city’s base sta-
tion, Safdarjung witnessed
about 2 degrees rise in the
maximum temperature, seve-
ral other areas saw sharp rise
of four to five degrees.Safdar-
jung recorded maximum tem-
perature at 43.4 degrees Celsi-
us, three notches above nor-
mal, against41.7 degrees Celsi-
usaday earlier. The minimum
temperature was 30.6 degrees
Celsius, four notches above
normal, against 30.8 degrees
Celsiusaday earlier:

According to IMD, the

maximum temperature is
likely to increase further
and reach 44 degrees Celsius
on Sunday, and 45 degrees
Celsius on Monday.

The weather department
expects no respite and has is-
sued ‘red alert’ for heatwaves
and severe heatwaves in seve-
ral areas until Wednesday,
May 29. “The moist easterly
wind will cease, and the city
is likely to revive westerly

wind component which will.

lead to rise in the day tempe-
ratureand cause heatwaves,”
said an IMD, official, Mean-
while, the areaswhich did not
qualify for the heatwaves too
witnessed unbearable suffe-
ring, prompting the Election
Commission and volunteers
to distribute water and ar-

m:geshadeacrosssemal_pqus"‘

polling booths.

The humidity oscillated "ke refuge

. ----u.nuer»CarE

yS WA

The striped mattresses were a striking sight at the queues outsie the polling centre in Faridabad’s Gaunchhi

between 64 and 26% . Accor-
ding to the weather ana-
lysts, the city saw moisture
laden easterly winds to-
wards evening and dry and
warm westerly during af-
ternoon. Moisture kept the
outdoor hot and humid cau-
sing excessive sweating.
Meanwhile, several areas
also saw warm night condi-
tions, which occurs when
maximum temperature is
above 40 degrees Celsius
and the minimum is at least
4 5notches above normal.
In Gurgaon, many held
their umbrellas steady. Some
huddled around coolers, and
others kept handkerchiefs
handy, wiping their faces and
sipping water frequently,
But the most striking
sight was in Faridabad’s

Gaunchhi, where groups of

ﬁﬁﬁb“mdsulpwmtt
r their heads and
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mens
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the harsh summer sun as
they waited in line to cast
their votes.

“We have been' standing :

forthelasttwohours. Thereis
no arrangement of drinking
water. It isextremely hothere.
They just want us to vote but
they will never provide facili-
ties to the poor,” said Kanhai-
yaKumar (43), one of themen
holding the mattress at the
Government Senior Seconda-
ry School polling centre in
Gaunchhi. Another voter
Anand (24) said. “We all have
been standing for long hours
in this heat holding a matt-
ress on our heads. What op-
tion do we have?”

Voters in Gurgaon parlia-
mentary constituency had si-
milar complaints.

“It was too hot today, and
in our polling booth, there
were no arrangements, We
hacl to wait for two hours in

 sun to cast our votes,” sa-

arikshit Dube); who was

at a polling centre in Tattva :
Villa, Gurgaon.
Data by the Met depart-
ment showed that temperatu-
re reached a high of 44.4 deg-
rees Celsius in Gurgaon on :
Saturday, the day all tenseats i
of Haryana voted in the Lok :
Sabha election. The maxi- :
mum temperature was 45 :
degrees Celsius in Faridabad :
and 46 degrees Celsius in
Nuh. Relative humidity levels
ranged between 20 and 47%
acrosssouth Haryana. |
A voter in Nuh said he ca-
me prepared. :
“I came to the polling bo- :
othearly and carried my own
water bottle just in case there :
isalack of water supplyat the
booth. Water is a huge issue :
even in the area,” said Abdul
Kalim (68) at Pinangwan. :
Election officials said no
voter complained of serious
health issues due to heat, ex-
cept some who felt dizzy and
tired waitingin lines. {



2023 UN Military Gender
the Year Award for

UNITED NATIONS, May 28 (PTI)

MAJOR RadhikaSen, an
woman peacekeeper, w
served with the UN mission in
Congo, will be honoured with
a prestigious military gender
advocate award, with UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres describing her as a
“true leader and role model.”

Major Sen, who served with
the United Nations
Organisation  Stabilisation
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (MONUS-
CO), willreceive the prestigious
‘2023 United Nations Military

adquarters here on May 30
markingthe International Day
of UN Peacekeepers.

She served in the East of the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) from March 2023
to April 2024 as the
Commander of MONUSCO’s
Engagement Platoon for the
Indian Rapid Deployment
Battalion (INDRDB), a UN
press release said.

Bornin Himachal Pradeshin
1993, she joined the Indian
Army eightyears ago. She grad-

vocate of
or Radhika Sen

uated as a biotech engineer
and was pursuing her Master’s
degree from IIT Bombay, when
she decided to join the armed
forces. She was deployed to
MONUSCO in March 2023 as
the Engagement Platoon
Commander with the Indian
Rapid Deployment Battalion
and completed her tenure in
April 2024. Major Sen is the
second Indian peacekeeper to
receive this prestigious award
after Major Suman Gawani,
who had served with the UN
Mission in South Sudan and
washonouredwith the2019UN
Military Gender Advocate.



