NEW DELHL hay 28 (IANS)

RUSSIAN Ambassador to India
Denis AlipovonWednesday said
that discussions between India
and Moscowonthe procurement
al more 5-400 air defence sys-
tem units are “ongoing"gs
countries continue to solidifyITe
Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership.

Inanexclusive chat with IANS,
Alipov, while citing various
Operation Sindoor reports,
termed the performance of the
5-400 system and jointly-man-
ufactured BrahMos missiles as
“exemplary”.

“From what we know, India
has clearly stated the goals and
undertook actions after having
identified the targetsandtheter-
rorists it promised to do, As far
as we know, during the opera-
tion, the S-400 system was used
and the BrahMos missiles were
engaged. Judging by the reports
available, the performance of
these weapons was exemplary,”
Alipov told IANS.

India has longstanding and
wide-ranging cooperation with
Russia in the field of defence.
The cooperationis guided by the
IRIGC-M&amp;MTC  mecha-
nism, headed by the Delence
Ministers of both countries,

Longstanding and time-test-
ed parmers, bothcountries have
been involved inseveral bilater-
al projects, including the supply

of 5-400, licensed production of
T-90 tanks and Su-30 MKI, sup-
plv of MiG-29 and Kamaov heli-
copters, INS Vikramaditya (for-
merly Admiral Gorshkov), pro-
duction of Ak-203 rifles in India
and BrahMos missiles,

New Delhi and Moscow
acknowledge that the military
technical cooperation has
evolved over time [rom a buyer-

Performance of S-400
air defence system and
jointly-manufactured
BrahMos missiles is
‘exemplary’, says
Russian Ambassador
to India Denis Alipov

seller framework to one involv-
ing joint research and develop-
ment, co-development and joint
productionofadvanced defence
technology and systems.

As the Indian Armed Forces
successfully retaliated and also
inflicted significant losses on
Pakistan earlier this month, the
S-400 air defence sysiem has
been credited with shooting

down several incoming missiles
from across the border.

Sources indicate that consid-
ering the strategic planning and
military preparedness, New Delhi
may sponprocure more S-400 air
defence systems soon,

“Our discussion, on this par-
ticular topie, as on many others,
isongoing. Itis acontinuous one,
but it would be incorrect for me
and also premature to speak
about the results of it at the
moment,” confirmed Alipov.

He mentioned that Moscow is
also “very satisfied” with the
'Made in India' BrahMos mis-
siles, a product of joint collabo-
ration with Russia,

“We have a joint venture,
designingand producingofthese
weapons. We are very satisfied
with the results of this collabo-
ration. It has, very promising
prospects. And, we wish, 1o
expand on that track, as on
many other, that we discussed
are in the pipeline or are
being implemented already,”
Alipov remarked,
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NEW DELHL May 28 (IANS)

THE Indian Navy is all set to wel-
come the triumphant crew of
Navika Sagar Parikrama Il on the
successiul completion of cir2
cumnavigation of the Glob
onboard Indian Naval Sailing
Vessel Tarini.

Accomplishing this rare feat in
double-handed mode, young
women officers of the Indian
Navy, Lt Cdr Roopa A and Lt Cdr
DilnaK, are setto touch theshores
of Goa on May 29. This extraor-
dinary sailing expedition was
flagged off from the Naval Ocean
Sailing Node, Goa, on October2,
2024. Over a period of eight
months, the Naval duo (famous-
ly called DilRoo) covered a dis-
tance of 25400 nm (approx
50,000km) across four continents,
three oceans and three Great
Capes, braving extreme weather
conditions and challenging seas
relying solely on sails and wind
power,

The Flag-in ceremony of this
landmark event will be presided
over by the Defence Minister

icer after historic 50,000 km Sagar Parikrama

RajnathSinghatMormugao Port,
Goa, formally marking the cul-
mination of the circumnaviga-
tion. According to the Ministry of
Defence, theexpeditionsymbol-
isesIndia’s maritime endeavours,
showcasing the nation's promi-
nence in global maritime activi-
ties and the Indian Navy's com-
mitment (o excellence and Nari

Shakti signifying the motio
‘Courageous Hearis Boundless
Seas’.

As the proud flag bearers of
resurgent India, the duo com-
menced their circumnavigation
with port calls at Fremantle

(Australia), Lyttleton (New
Zealand), Port Stanley (Falkland
Islands) and Cape Town (South

Africa). The officers engaged in
numerous diplomatic and out-
reach engagements, interacting
withparliamentarians, the Indian
diaspora, school children, Naval
cadets and university laculty
across the globe, In a rare ges-
ture, they were honoured as spe-
cial invitees at the Wesiern
Australian Parliament in recog-
nition of their achievemenis.

The Ministry said that their
accomplishmentsreceived acco-
lades from local communities,
international sailing bodies and
foreign parliaments, servingas a
beacon ofwomen EIllFIJWHmlEI'll,
maritime excellence and nation-
al pride.

The crew encountered winds
up to 50 knots (93 kmph) cou-
pled with stormy weather condi-
rions and extremely cold tem-
peraturesduring the jouney, set-
ting the ultimate test of human
endurance, perseverance and
sailing skills. Though each leghad
its own challenges, the third leg
of the journey from Lyttleton to
Port Stanley was one of the most
arduous. The crew encountered

three cyclones, navigated through
the treacherous Drake Passage
and successfully rounded Cape
Hom.

The circumnavigation high-
lights the unwavering spirit,
exceptional valour, courage and
perseverance of the officers
amidstchallenging conditionsaf
the sea and nature, an official
said.

During the voyage, the crew
had the opportunity to interact
with the Defence MinisterRajnath
Singh onthe eve of International
Women's Day. The Defence
Minister congratulated the crew
lor their remarkable milestone
and acknowledged the invalu-
able role of women in bolstering
national security and reaffirm-
ing Indigs commitment to
expanding opportunities for
women in the Delence sector.
Besides this, Adm Dinesh Kumar
Tripathi, the Chiel of the Naval
Staff, also interacted with thecrew
on various occasions and com-
mended their exemplary skills,
professionalism, camaraderie
and teamwork.
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" India to be growth engine

of South Asia in’

NEW DELHI, May 28 (PTI)

CHIEF economists from across the
world are the most optimistic about
a strong economic expansion in
South Asia, with India looking set to
be the primary engine of growth in
2025and 2026, anewsurvey showed
on Wednesday.

The chief economists, however,
warned of the overall global growth
coming understrain from trade pol-
icy shocks and Al disruption, the
World Economic Forum (WEF) said
in its latest ‘Chiel Economists
Outlook’ report.

Amajority of surveyed economists
saw the current US economic poli-

Govt raises pade
ds raised by up to 9pc

MSP of pulses, oil

EF

having a lasting global impact,
with 87 per cent expecting it todelay
strategic business decisions and
heighten recession risks.

The global growth outlook was
divided, withweak prospects in North
America, resilience in Asia-Pacific
and cautious optimism in Europe.,

“The outlook for China remains
muted, and the chiel economists
were divided over whether it will
reach its target of 5 per cent GDP
growth this year.

“Optimism remains highest for
South Asia, where 33 pg#tent expect
strong or very strpfg growth this
year,” the WEF gdid.

(Contd on page 5)

MSP by 3%

NEW DELHI, May 28 (PTI)

THE Centre on Wednesday raised
the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for paddy by 3 per cent (Rs69) to Rs
2,369 per quintal, while up to 9 per
centrise in pulses and oilseeds rates
forthe2025-26kharifmarketing sea-
son. The Agriculture Ministry’s pro-
posal on MSP for the new kharifsea-
son was approved in the meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

(Contd on page 5)
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CHIEF economistSffom across the
world are the most optimistic about
a strong economic expansion in
South Asia, with India looking set to
be the primary engine of growth in
2025and 2026, anewsurvey showed
on Wednesday.

The chief economists, however,
warned of the overall global growth
coming under strain from trade pol-
icy shocks and Al disruption, the
World Economic Forum (WEF) said
in its latest ‘Chief Economists
Outlook’ report.

Amajority of surveyed economists
saw the current US economic poli-
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cy as having a lasting global impact,
with 87 per cent expecting it todelay
strategic business decisions and
heighten recession risks.

The global growth outlook was
divided, withweak prospects in North
America, resilience in Asia-Pacific
and cautious optimism in Europe.

“The outlook for China remains
muted, and the chiel economists
were divided over whether it will
reach its target of 5 per cent GDP
growth this year.

“Optimism remains highest for
South Asia, where 33 per cent expect
strong or very strong growth this
vear,” the WEF said.

(Contd on page 5)
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or as shelter for personnel, said

Damien Symon, a defence analyst.

This heavily protected complex with
double fencing might have served
as storage for special equipments

NEW DELHI, May 18 (1ANE)

PAKISTAN'S M e sulfered
{ L May 10 sirikes
Iy the Indian Air Force (IAF), destroy-
ing not justits buildings and conerete
struetures butalsodamiged the under-
ground {acility ot the vital air station,
fresh satellite images revealed on
Wednesduy.
Ihehigh-resolutionsatellite images
shared by the Intel Lab on X, shows o
three-metre widecrater, just 30 me tres
from une of the two entrances at the
strategic air base, The damages o
buildings and rooftops of structures
atthe Muridalrbase, ahubol Pakistani
droneand missiles, have already been

MURID AT2 §

HASE

April 16 high-resolution satellite image shows
(L) undamaged building at Murid air base. (R)
Post-strikes image shows structural damages.

documentedin thesatellite imageries,
earlier.

The{resh satellite images have been
chared an X by the defence analyst
Damien Symon. He has been instru-
mentil indigging out details of destre-
tion ot Pakistan's erucial airbases
from structurml to underground com
plex damages.

"This complex is heavily protected
with double fencing, hasits ownwaich-
towers and access control, thus mak-
ing it a high-value target. This sie
might have heen made to withstand
any bombardment and might have
served as storage [or special eguip-
mierits oras shelter for personnel,” said

(Contd on page 5




