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(West Bank): Israeli forces
launched a large operation in
the occupied West Bank over-
night and into Wednesday; kil-
ling at least 10 Hamas militan-
ts, carrying out arrests and se-
al.ing off the volatile city of Je-
nin. The ongoing operation
was among the largest in West
Bank in months, and a remin-
der that the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict extends far beyond the
war in Gaza. Israel says it isro-
oting out militants to prevent
attacks, while Palestinians fe-
aritintendstobroaden the war
and expel them from territori-
es they wantfor a future state.
Lt Col Nadav Shoshani, an
Israeli military spokesman, sa-
id “large forces” had entered
Jenin, long a militant strong-
hold, as well as Tulkarem and
Al-Faraa refugee camp dating
back tothe1948 Mideast war; all
in northern West Bank. He sa-
id Israeliforceskilled three mi-
litants in an airstrike in Tulka-
rem and four in an airstrike in
Al-Faraa. He said another five
militants were arrested, and
that the raids were the first sta-
ge of an even larger operation.
Four Palestinians were
killed by Israeli fire in Jenin,
said Palestinian officials.
Hamas said 10 of its figh-
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A boy raises his hand during a raid in Jenin on Wednesday Israel said the
operation is aimed at rooting out militants to prevent attacks on its citizens

_US sanctions Israeli settlers for violence

'“E"‘he US imposed sanctions onan Israeli nonprofit and aJewish
West Bank settlement security official Wednesday in Washing-
ton’s latest effort to punish Jewish settlers it accuses of extremist
violence against Palestinians. The sanctions were announced on the
same day Israel launched an attack on West Bank, despite warnings
by Prez Biden'’s admin against expanding the war in Gaza. reuTers

ters had been killed, including
three of the four men killed in
Jenin. It was not clear if the fo-
urth was also a fighter.
Governor of Jenin, Kamal
Abu al-Rub, said Israeli forces
had surrounded the city, block-

ing exit and enfry points and

access to hospitals, and rip-

pingup the infrastructure.
Israeli foreign minister Is-

rael Katz drew comparisons

with Gaza, saying, “We must
deal with the threat just as we
deal with the terrorist infrast- :
ructure in Gaza. This is a war
in every respect, and we must
win it.” He said there wasno :
plan to evacuate the civilians.
A spokesman for Palestini- :
an Authority Prez Mahmoud
Abbas condemned the raids as
a “serious escalation” and cal-
ledonthe US to intervene. ap
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Bangladesh’s interim Govt

lifts ban on Jamaat-e-lslasni

H By Anisur Rahman
DHAKA, Aug 28 (PTI)

BANGLADESH'S interim
Government on Wednesday
revokeda banon the fghtwin
Jamaat-e-Islami and its sfu-
dent wing Islami Chhatra
Shibir, less than a month after
it wasimposed on the Islamist
party by former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who was forced
to resign following massive
protests against her
Government.

“It (lifting the ban) willcome
under effectimmediately,” the
Home Ministry saidina gazette
notification, noting that there
was no particular evidence
against the organisation.

Theerstwhile Awami League
government led by Hasina had
imposed a ban on Jamaat on
August 1, 2024, accusing the
Islamist partyasa“militantand
terrorist” organisation. The
government blamed Jamaat's
studentwingforincitingchaos
over a quota system for gov-
ernment jobs.

The notification said theban
under the Anti-Terrorism Act
2009 has been lifted as there
was no particular evidence
against the organisation. The
government believed that
Jamaat and its associate bod-

ent front
were not

1e decision, formally pub-
ished in a gazette notification
onWednesday, representsasig-
nificant change from the deci-
sion taken by the erstwhile
Awami League government
earlier this month, just days
before its ouster.

Thedevelopmentcameaday
alter  Attorney  General
Mohammad Asaduzzaman
urged the High Court to sum-
marily reject a writ petition
seeking an order on the gov-
ernment to ban Hasina's Awami
League asa political party and
scrap its registration.

“The current (interim) gov-
ernment has no intention to
ban any political organisation,”
the government’s top law offi-
certold atwo-judge High Court
bench, which set August 29 for
its decision on the writ filed by
one Sarda Society as a public
interest litigation.

The interim government’s
law adviser, equivalent to a
minister, Asif Nazrul on
Wednesday told reporters he
was opposed to the call for a
ban on Awami League or any
other political parties unless
there was any strong evidence

of their involvement in terror-
ist activities.

“Awami League is the party
which led Bangladesh's inde-
pendence movement and con-
tributed to different demo-
cratic movements. (But) what
they did in the past 15 years
does not gowith their heritage,
the spiritofthe Liberation War,”
Nazrul said.

He said the party had estab-
lished the “most barbaric fas-
cism” in Bangladesh's history
forwhich someone mighthave
individual or its leaders might
have collective responsibility
“but I don't think it will be a
wise decision to ban it as a
political party”.

Secretary General of ex-pre-
mier KhaledaZia's Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) Mirza
FakhrulIslamAlamgir said that
anyone should be able to form
an independent political par-
ty, that is the main goal of
democracy.

“Wearenotinfavourofban-
ning any political party; any
party and any individual has
the right to form an inde-
pendent party. But they must
be on the side of freedom and
sovereignty. Those who do not
believe in freedom cannot be
supported,” he said at a media
briefing on Tuesday.



