~ Ppeace Message
To Ukraine

~ US Prez Lauds
Modi For His
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New Delhi: US Prez Joe Bi-
den spoke to PM Narendra
“historic’ trip to Ukraine and
Poland, commending Modi
for his message of peace and
India’s humanitarian sup-
port to Ukraine, including to
its energy sector, said the
White House in a readout of
the talkson Monday:.

During his visit, Modi had
expressed solidarity with Uk-
raine but also called upon
Prez Volodymyr Zelensky to
engage with Russia for an
early return of peace.

As per the US, Modi and
Biden affirmed their contin-
ued support for a peaceful
resolution of the conflict in
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PM Narendra Modi and U PrezB

en affirmed their continued |

support for a peaceful resolution of the conflict in accordance with
international law, on the basis of the UN Charter

accordance with internation-
al law, on the basis of UN
Charter. Separately, a White
House spokesperson said Bi-
den discussed with Modi pro-
spects for moving forward in
accordance with Zelensky’s
plan for a “just peace”. India,
however, is yet to endorse Ze-
lensky’s peace plan.

The US readout skipped
any reference to Bangladesh,

amplifying the differences
with India over the latter’s
eastern neighbour Indian
side said the two shared con-
cern over the Bangladesh sit-
uation and emphasised the
need to ensure safety and se-
curity of the minorities, par-
ticularly Hindus. :
Unlike India, which had a
deep-rooted relationship with
deposed Bangladesh PM

Sheikh Hasina, th 3
quick to welcome theU f?)r‘:m? ;
bel Laureate Muhamm,q Yo
nus. Hasina had a difficy ;1o
lationship with the US whiop
didn’t approve of her undem-
ocratic and authoritarian
ways even though she wgg

saidtohavekeptacheckon 6%

tremism in the country

The USreadout said Biden
also discussed UNGA meet.
ings in Sept. The talks tock :
place in the middle of efforts
by India to host Quad summit :
on margins of UNGA. In the :

talks, Modi and Biden also :
emphasised their continued :
commitment to work togeth- :

er, including through region-
al groups like Quad, to con- :
tribute to peace and prosper-

ity in the Indo-Pacific.

“The Prez commended |

PM (Modi) for his historic vis-
its to Poland and Ukraine, the
first by an Indian PM in dec-
ades, and for his message of
peace and ongoing humani-
tarian support for Ukraine,
including its energy sector,”
said the White House.



B Brazilian Foreign
Minister Mauro Vieira
said in his opening
remarks that
President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva will be
glad to welcome
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the
G20 Summit in
Rio de Janeiro
in November

NEW DELHL Aug 27 (PTI)

THEIndia-Brazilstrategic part-
nership has “deepened and
diversified” over the years and
now spans a very wide range
ofdomains, including defence,
space, security, technology and
people-to-people relations,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Tuesday.

External Affairs Mimsler S Jaishankar meets with Brazilian
Foreign Minister Mauro Vieira, in New Delhi on Tuesday. They
co-chaired the 9th India-Brazil Joint Commission meeting.  (ANI)

In his opening remarks at
the 9th India-Brazil Joint
Commission Meeting (ICM}in
Delhi, Jaishankar congratulat-

ed the Latin American coun-
try for conducting the G20
meetings successfully,

"1 would like to reiterate

India's full support to the
Brazilian G20 presidency and
also recall that we got your
fullest support during ourown
presidency. Weappreciate var-
iousunique initiatives centred
onthe themeofl building a just
world and a sustainable plan-
et,” he said.

Brazilian Foreign Minister
MauroVieira, whoarrived here
onAugust 25, said in his open-
ingremarks that President Luiz
Indcio LuladaSilva will be glad
lo welcome Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the G20
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in
November.

Brazl is currently the chair
oftheinfluentialbloc. The G20
presidencywasrelayed to Brazil
by India last year. Jaishankar,
in his address, welcomed his
Brazilian counterpart and the
delegation and said he looks
forward to a “very productive
Joint Commission Meeting”,



~ PMTo Visitg
- Russia Againin
- Oct For BRICS

Sachin Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A day after he
briefed US President Joe Bi-
denabout hisvisitto Ukraine,
PM Modi Tuesday “shared in-
sights” about the same with
Russian President Vladimir
Putininaphoneconversation
initiated by the Russian side.
In this latest affirmation of
India’s balancing act on the
Russia-Ukraine war,. somet-
hing which Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky sa-
id during Modi’s Kyiv visit he
didn’t want India to do, Modi
called fora sincere and practi-
cal engagement between all
stakeholders for an early; abi-
ding and peaceful resolution
of the conflict.

Modi’s visit to Ukraine fol-
lowed his trip to Russia last
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“ Discussed rheasures
. to further strengthen
Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership. Exchanged
perspectives on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict and my insights
from the recent visit to Ukraine.
.o Reiterated India’s
firm commitment
i supportanearly,
7= abiding and peaceful
” - resolution of the
conflict
~— ModionX

‘Russian readout says Modi
iAn his conversation with Putin
emphasised his interest in
contributing to a possible
political and diplomatic
settlement of the situation
‘around Ukraine’. This -
follows the Indian PM's
statement in Kyiv Bt
expressing willingness =27
to contribute in all
possible ways to
facilitate an early
return of peace

US redout‘skips reference to Bangladesh

- A White House spokesperson said President Joe Biden discus-
L\ sed with PM Modi the prospects for moving forward in accor-
dance withZelensky’s planfora “just peace”. India, however; isyet
to endorse Zelensky’s plan. Interestingly, the US readout skipped
any reference to Bangladesh, amplifying the long-standing diffe-
rences with India over Dhaka. The Indian side had said in its ver-
sion thatleaders shared concern over Bangladesh situation. P18

ricans with its timing, coinci-
ding as it did with the NATO
summitin the US. Significant-

1y, Moscow:. said Modi convey-

ed his “readiness” to visit Rus-
sla again this year for the
BRICS summit in Oct. The

talks with Putin took place a
day after Biden called Modi
and commended him for his
“historic” trip and his messa-
geof peace. B
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Playing Chinese Chequers
I.an A 1\ aters

InSri
That Indian, Chinese
warships docked in
Colombo the same day
has much larger
strategic implications,
especially with the island
country headed for
prez polls next month

Rudroneel.Ghosh@timesofindia.com

ndian and Chinese warships si-

multaneously docked in Sri Lanka

on Monday: Indian Navy’s guided &

missile destroyer INS Mumpbai,
and Chinese destroyer Hefei and
amphibious ships Wuzhishan and Qil-
That's dramatic enough. Add to that
Lankan presidential polls next month
— an election that will likely see Indian
and Chinese strategic interests square
off against each other.
Here’s the low-down on why the wa-
ters around Sri Lanka are hotting up.

Goes back to Cold War: Major nations
have been nosing around Sri Lanka
since the Cold War, resulting in the
island nation often catching a strategic
cold. India was never happy about US
acquiring a listening post in the guise
of a Voice of America relay station on
the island. US, it is believed, needed this
asset to have eyes on the Indian Ocean
sealanes to check the then Soviet navy
in what is today, described as the Indo-
Pacific theatre.

Hub of naval visits: Over the years, Sri
Lanka emerged as a hub
for naval visits from
multiple countries. This
strategy not only took %Y
advantage of the island nation’s
geographical position, but also helped
Colombo move to a multi-alignment
posture, From 2009 to 2020, more than
525 warships visited Sri Lanka. Out of
this, 110 were from India, 80 were from
Japan and 40 from China. Thus, Sri
Lanka acting as a port-of-call for
nternational navies is nothing new.

ﬁ;’ of the Chinese sea dragon: What's
Changed the game is China’s
SPectapular rise as a naval power and
its extended deployment of warships in
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). China
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Vietnam, building and militarisin
artificial islands, and deploying m
array of spy ships in the guise of
research vessels. Recall the docking of
Chinese ‘research vessel’ Yuan Wang3
at Sri Lanka’s Hambantota in 202
India objected to the ship’s presencen
ifs strategic backyard. But Beijing
today has an almost permanent
presence in the IOR through I
research and survey vessels that map
oceanographic data useful for navd
operations.

Chinese influence in Lankan poitics
Plus, there are concerns that Beljings
influence in Sri Lanka has taken dee?
roots. Despite the Aragalaya protest
the summer of 2022, Rajapakss
continue to remain a force in Lank:!
politics. They and their political alies
had furthered Chinese interests Wtj'-’::
they were in power, taking on hus-[
Chinese loans for white glephall

4 1 M
i loans contributed ¥
projects. Those O Althous)

today has the largest navy in the world: .
over 360 warships and submarines.
India? Only 140 warships. Plus, a large
Chinese maritime militia has been at
the forefront of Beijing's aggressive
tactics in the South China Sea. China’s
communist leaders aren’t doing this
just to feel grand. They

‘see China's geographical  Colomba’s economic crisis. s
periphery as a seascape  President Ranil Wickremesingo
with muitiple maritime  steadied the Lankan econotic
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Tsushima Strait, to name two, Beljing’s

put
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