GUWAHATI, June 26 (PTI)

ASSAM'S  fload  siwation
improved on Wednesday with
the water level of major rivers
anid their iributaries receding
even as nearly 1.50 lakh peo-
pleinseven districis werereel-
ing under the deluge, a bul-
letin said.

The flood-hit districts wit-
nessed light to moderate rain-
fall, leadingto afallin the water
level ofall major rivers [owing
below the dangermark. except
the  Kushiyara river in
Karimganj, according to the
Assam State Ihsaster
Management Authority [ASD-
MA), Nearly 1,50 lakh people
were reeling under the deluge
in Barpeta, Cachar, Darrang,

Monsoon ciouds seen above the city skyfine in Mumbai on Wednesday.
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Dhemaji, Goalpara, Kamrup
and Karimganj.
Thenumberofaffected peo-
ple was 1.53 lakh on Tuesday.
Houseswere damaged, trees
uprooted, andwaterlevels rose
steadily in rivers and dams
across Kerala alter heavy rains
accompanied by strong winds
continued tolashseveral parts
of the State on Wednesday,
High tides and sea Incur-
sionswerereported indistricts
like Thrissur and Ernakulam,
and landslides wrecked havoe
inthehigh ranges ol Kozhikode,
Several houses have were dam-
agedinAlappusha, Kannurand
Idukkidistricts following heavy
downpour and winds since on
Tuesdaynight, authorides said,
A portion of the "annadana

es; 1.5 lakh still affected

mindapam” {dining hall) at the
famed Ochira Parabrahma
Temple in Kollam disirict col-
lapsed in incessan| rains,

The India Meteorological
Department on Wednesday
predicted heavy rins accom-
panied by lightning in parts of
Andhea Pradesh for three days
from June 26 to 28.

Heavy downpour is likely in
parts of North Coastal Andlira
Pradesh [NCAP), Yanam and
South Coastal Andhra Pradesh
(SCAP). The weather depart-
ment also forecast thunder-
storms over paris of NCAF,
Yanam, SCAP and Rayalaseerna
for five days from June 26 to
0. Gustywinds reachingup to
S0 kmperhour (kmph)ane like-
ly in these places.



Isro arm NSIL
to launch
Iargest-ev

ting arm Space
Sompany hassigned
a launch service agreement
with Isro’s commercial arm
: NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL) for
:the launch of second Optimus

spacecraft weighing 450kg, the

largest  Australian-designed
: and-built spacecraft so far,
: reports SurendraSingh. -
:  Slatedforalaunchon board
NSIL’s new mini rocket. Sma]l
i  Satellite Launch Vehicle in
i 2026, this mission, named
: Space 'MAITRI (M1ssmn for
: * Australia-India’s Technology,
: Research and Innovation), will -
: mark a defining moment for |
: both nations in the area of '
r'space collaboration. The mis-
~ sion will address the problem
~ of increasing levels of space
£ "debns around Earth.
- Space MAITRI is ass1sted
v by an $3 5 mﬂhon grant from

iar ;_Space Agéncy*\ i
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Birla5thLS Speaker to
be elected for 2t

There Should Be N ¥an, Resolve For LS: B a

»Continued fromP1

A n effort involving
4 Congress’s K C Ven-
augopaland DMK’sTR
Baalu from the opposition
side and Union ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah
and JP Naddaon Tuesday to
evolve a consensus had
failed with govt again turn-
: ing down the demand that
: the deputy speaker be from
: theopposition.

But Congress did not
press for a vote, despite an
attempt by Union minister
for animal husbandry Rajiv
Ranjan Singh ‘Lalan’ to bait
them into seeking one, lead-
ing to the 62-year-old Birla
being elected by voice vote.

Modi
Birla on his re-election and
expressed confidence that

he would guide parliamen-'

tarians and play a big role
in the House to fulfil peo-
ple’sexpectations.

After his election, Birla
told members that there

should be a new visionand
resolve for the 18th Lok

congratulated

erm

PTI

Congress chief Malllkarjun Kharge and MP Rahul Gandhl durmg a
meeting with other leading lights of INDIA bloc on Wednesday

Sabha. He called. for Lok
Sabha to be a centre of cre-
ative thinking and new
ideas, which would estab-
lish high levels of parlia-
mentary traditions and
dignity. Modi and parlia-
mentary affairs minister
Kiren Rijiju werejoined by
leader of opposition Rahul
Gandhi in escorting Birla
to the Speaker’s chair after
his election, marking amo-
.mentof harmony.

B1r1a got a second con-
secutive term, the fifth :
time that a Speaker will :
serve beyond the tenure of :

~one Lok Sabha.

It is also among the few :
occasions that an election :
became necessary for a
post conventionally decid-
ed by consensus.

Birla, who has risen :
throughtheranksinBJRis
also a three-term former ':
Rajasthan MLA.






 2500cr action plan to tackle stubbleBurning in Punjab
Ties News Nerwoss —1EEFT"' 20181910223, Khudian said, _
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He adod that the agricul.
‘has prepared an ac-
AT ’ ;
) édp 3 abletechnagies for the man.
L i a . agement of crop residue, as

partment

tion planof Rs 500 crore toput

acheck on stubbleburning by

mvﬂingm-ﬂmmdoth
er measures during the paddy
harvestingseasonof 2024,

0 cooperative
societies, FPOs, and pan- sof the st nart seed
chayats can receive an 80% ' Under the scheme, the | pad
subsidy limited to a maxi- minister said, super SMS, su-
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Every second Indian adult ph

which surged from 22.4% in
2000 to 45.4% in 2022 If the
trend of 2010-22 continues, le-
vels of inactivity are projec-
ted torise to 55% by 2030.
WHO recommends adults

ups. “Inour OPD, weseea sub-
stantial number of patients
with orthopaedic issues rela-
tedtnsgdamrylifstylesand

osteoporosis, where a lack of
weight-bearing exercise
lead to weaker bones, and oste-
oarthritis, which is exacerba-

Adults aged 40-65 are most af-
fected by a sedentary lifestyle
in terms of orthopaedic he-

> Many individuals reside in
neighbourhoods devoid of
parks and trails, limiting their
opportunities for outdoor
recreation and exercise

> This issue [s compounded
by increasing reliance on
labour-saving devices and
transportation, which further
reduces need for physical
exertion in daily life

> Another factor Is lack of access to green
spaces, particularly in metropolitan areas

a

Why more people are adopting Why it makes sense to be
lifestyles

> While desk jobs play a signi

mmmmﬁwammmm > Reduces risk of developing various

> Excessive use of mobile devices and prol Helps maintain healthy weight, -

mhmdhﬁuﬂanehummmmm atrength and bones, and.

to the problem function

diovascular diseases, which TIMES VIEW: inactivity men, he added Many women
affect both the heart and the canleadto both physical and believe working in thekitchen
brain. These ailments are a  mentalissues. Unfortunately, and performing housshold
major concern for peoplewho  modemn office workoften . chores constitute significant
engage in minimal physical doesn'tencourage physical physical activity, and they of-
activity A sedentary lifestyle  activity. Thereportrightly ten claim tobe veryactiveasa
isalsolinked toissueslikehy- reassertsthedangersofa result However, this percep-
pertension, diabetes and obe- lifestyle. Wemust. ~ Honisinaceurate hesaid
sity prioritise the wellness of our DrAnoop Saraya, agastro-
“The consequencesaf ase-  ownbody, taketimeouttotake  enterologist from ILBS, said
dentarylifestylearemorepro-  care ofit There's no better annual check-ups and corpo-
nounced in older age groups,  investment than yourself. rate health screenings have
. particularly those aged 40an0.  ———— been instrumental in identify-
above: However, in recent ye  meetingsand lackof walking  inghealthissuesthroughinck
ars, there has been a signifi- are  becoming prevalent dental findings. 3
cantchange in thelifestyleha-  among them. At least 80% of “Individuals with fatty li-
bits of younger groups. the people who visit my OPD  verareatahigherriskof deve-
generationisalsobe-  lead a sedentary lifestyle,” sa- loping non-aleoholic fatty I
ing impacted, as many work idDrSingh. _ ver disease, which can pro-
on computers and avold in-  Womentendioleadamare gresstoliverfibrosis,scarring
person interactions. Online . inactive lifestyle comparedto and cell destruction. Inadvan-
1 e, 0 1 a = B
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. That I Implicated

'CBI gets CM’s 3-day ¢ tody,

False Narrative  PLEA AGAT

hoto: PTI

- Sisodia: Kejriwar™
Vineet.Upadhyay
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A city court on
Wednesday sent CM Arvind

m SC his plea chalieng;ng
ing bail granted to him in an ED
“1ells court he will file comprehensive
petition against stay and CBI action Y
> Seeking Kejriwal's custody, CBI counsel
contends that it was required as CM was
placing onus on former Delhi deputy CM
Manish Sisodia and needed to be confronted

> I(eh-lml personally addresses court, denies
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aea

nuuu‘i.ouuunuu-

thmemm imi altoacssgnnggusmthadst If;;; having given any statement putting ‘entire - _
arrest in the Delhi excise poli- blame’ of liquor policy ‘scam’ on Sisodia, who is W ay
Cy case was "ot illegal”. The ;lsi‘: &l accu:it; ;“I”' [radasid :hat M? t | > CBI's counsel accuses I(ejnwal of making 2
court of vacation judge Ami- nocent. nnocent. | am innocent. Bu e of :
d i CBI’s plan is to malign us in the media. Please ecessary allegation of malice 2

tabh Rawat said in an 18-page :
order that at this stage of in- | record that CBI sources have spread fake news’ | > BJP says it's shocking to see mﬂ
vestigation, statements of wit- > AAP netas say CBI has been caught lying indulging in ‘melodrama’ to divert attentloa :
nesses and documentary evi- | after court agrees with Kejriwal's statement of Delhiites from city’s water crisis
» EDIT: Jail Mustn’t Be Norm | that he never tried to implicate Sisodia > AAP urges INDIA bloc to raise issue in Pari
dence will be considered and  overzealous,” said the court. cedbeforethecourtfromTihar  has no idea about the excise :
the remand of the accused CBI arrested Kejriwal du-  Jail, where he waslodgedinju- policy. We need to confront :
was, therefore, warranted. ring the hearing in court af-  dicial custody in a money-la- him with documents. We are :
“Investigationistheprero- ter the court allowed the underingcaserelated totheex. not asking him to admit toso- :
gative of the investigating agencytoexaminehimandto cisepolicy being probed by ED. mething,” said the counsel. 3
agency Therearecertainsafe- produce documents for his The CBI counsel had earli- Responding to this, Kejri- :
guards provided in the law, arrest. The agency had so- ertoldthecourtwhytheCM’s wal addressed the court, say- :
and at this stage, on the mate-  ughtfive daysof custody. custody wasneeded. “Weneed  ing CBI had released fabrica-

. : rialonrecord, it cannot be sa- The application seeking his custodial mterrogation. 1 -ted mfmﬁonto themedla. 3
. idthatthearrestisillegal The Kejriwals arrest had beenmo-  He pushed the entire onus on
: agency however, shouldnotbe ved by CBI after he was produ- Manish Sisodia and saidslier beon!huqdon P6
: AR s .“\.‘?&‘““ T e T e e PR g e »
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tary general of Nato's
Wednesday, putting an expe®

rienced, strongly pro-Ukraine
leader with a reputation for

conciliation at the head of the

alliance, Rutte, 57, will take
over from Jens Stoltenberg on
Oct1, atadifficult timefor Nato
in the face of Russia’s war aga-
inst Ukraine and in the midst
of a tight race for the US presj-

; dency that could bring Donald

Trump, who disparages the al-
liance, back into power.

The decision, sealed by Na-
to ambassadors during a mee-
ting at the 32-nation alliance’s
headquarters in Brussels, re-
Inoves a potentially contentio-
us issue from the alliance’s
75thanniversary meeting next
month in Washington. US Prez
Biden and his Nato counter-

parts will formally welcome
i Rutte to their table at a sum-

mit, which begins on July9.
Long a favourite of Biden

{ forthepost, Rutte served as the
: Dutch PM four times, for near-

s, Where gne country can bl--

ock theintentions of therest.
turned down Biden’s
request that he seek the Nato
Jobatleast once before, forcing
the alliance to extend Stolten-
NS term foranextra%
ow Ing as a caretaker
PM bdosmew Dutch go-
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TOUGH ROAD AHEAD

Vernment is sworn in, Rutte is
known asa hard worker butan
affable boss. A man of habit,
thesonof a cardealer, he has li-
ved in the same modest house,
with the same furniture, for
the past 30 years. Every sum-
mer, he rents the same house
with family members and sp-
ends a few days each year in
New York with the same fri-
end, staying in the same mo-
dest hotel in Chinatown, wrote
Caroline de Gruyter; Europe
correspondent for the Dutch
newspaper NRC Handelsblad,
in Foreign Policy,

: Heisalsoknownforriding
his bicycle to work, a habit that
will have to change because his
new job will require him to en-
dure significantly enhanced

term commitment tg jtg secu-
rityatatime when the country
is facing increased Russian
pressure after more thap two

> years of war. Allies are also

concerned that Trump, who
hasbeen openly hostile to Nato
and some of its leaders, could
win back the presidency; altho-
ugh Rutte got along well with
Trump when he was in office,
In Feb, speaking at the Mu-
nich Security Conference, Rut-
tetold Europeansto “stopmoa-
ningand whiningand nagging
about Trump,” and instead act
in their own interests by be-
efing up their militaries and
producing more ammunition
for Ukraine. Americans will
decide the next president, he
said, adding: “I'm not an Ame-
rican, I cannot yote in the US.
We have to work with whoever
ison thedancefloor”
Rutte’sview of the Kremlin
was deeply affected by the sho-
oting down of Malaysia Airli-
nes flight MH17 over Ukraine
in 2014, with 196 Dutch people
among the 298 people killed by
a Russian antiaircraft missile
that had been provided to sepa-
ratistforces by the Russian mi-
litary. In Sept 2022, Rutte told -
the UN of Prez Putin: “He Wo-
n'’t stop at Ukraine if we don’t
stop him now. This war is big-
gerthan Ukraine itself, It’s aho-
utupholding the international
rule of law.” He has described
Putin as “coldhearted, brutal,
merciless.” Under Rutte, the
Netherlands has increased mi-
litary spending to over 2% of
GDP demanded of Nato mem-
bers, and it has provided F-16s,
artillery, drones and ammuni-
tion to Kyiv while investing
more inits own military. xvr
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New criminal laws will come in

W Zero FIR, online palice
complaints,
videography of crime
scenes are key
highlights of new
criminal laws

NEW DELHI, June 26 (PTI)

ZERQFIR, registration of police
complaints online, summaons
through electronic modes and
mandatory videography of
crime scenes of all heinous
crimes are the key highlights
of the three new criminal laws
that will come into effect from
July 1.

TheBharatiya NyayaSanhita
2023, Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita 2023 and
Bharativa Sakshya Adhinivam
2023 mark a significant step
towards empoweting Indian

cilizens and aim to create a
more accessible, supportive
and efficientjustice system [or
everyone, official sources said.

The new
laws, enacted
late last year,
are  set to
replace  the
British-era
Indian  Penal |

Code of Criminal

Procedure and the Indian

Evidence Act respectively.
Under the new laws, a per-

s0M can now report incidents
by electronic communication,
without the need to physical-
ly visit a police station, This
allows for easier and quicker
reporting, facilitating prompt
action by the police, the sources
said.

Withthe introduction of zero
FIR, a person can file a First
InformationReport(FIR) alany
police station, regardless of
jurisdiction. This eliminates
delays in initiating legal pro-
ceedings and ensures imme-
diate reporting of the offence,

Under the new laws, victims
will receive a [ree copy of the

ect from July 1

FIR, ensuring their participa-
tion in the legal process.

An interesting addition of
the law is that in the
eventol an arrest, the individ-
ual has the right to inform a
person of his choice about his
or her situation. This will
ensureimmediatesupportand
assistance to the arrested
individual.

Besides, arrest details will
nowbe prominently displayed
within police stations and dis-
trict headquarters, allowing
families and friends of the
arrested person easy access Lo
important information.




