NEW DELHL Dec 26 (PTI)

INDIA'S epochal civil nuclear
agreementwith the United States
in 2008 will remain a crowning
glory for Manmohan Singh's
Prime Ministership inthe foreign
policy domainasitnot onlyend-
ed the coyntry's nuclear

apartheid DS reated
favourable geopo [ITCHEE
ration,

Singh, the then Prime Minister,
was so convinced about the
futuristic outcomes of the his-
taric deal he showed sieely deter-
mination to push it strongly
though the survival ol his
Government wasat stake during
a no-confidence wvote in
Parliament.
Thecivilnucleardeal changed
India’s overall engagement with
the US as it paved the way lor

building the bonds of a strategic
partnership, especially in areas
olhigh-technologyand defence.

In July 2005, India and the US
announced that they would
cooperate in civil nuclear ener-
gy lollowing Singh's talks with
thenAmerican President George
W Bush.

Inan addressata joint session
of the US Congress on July 19,
Singh elaboratedon theneedfor
India-US collaboration in the
civil nuclear energy sector and
explained New Delhi'simpecca-
ble record in nuclear non-pro-

In this April 12, 2010 file image,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh with U.S. President
Barack Obama during their
meeling in advance of the
Nuclear Security Summit, at
Blair House in Washington. (PTI)

liferation.

“We have adhered scrupu-
lously to every rule and canon
in this area. We have done so
even though we have witnessed
unchecked nuclear proliferation
in our own neighbourhood
which has directly affected our
security interests,” he had said.

“This is because India, as a
responsible nuclear power, is ful-
ly conscious of the immense
responsibilities that come with
the possessionofadvanced tech-
nologies, bothcivilian and strate-
gic,” Singh said.

The agreement was signed by
then External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee and his US
counterpart Condoleezza Rice,
on October 10.

Following the deal, India's over-
all strategic cooperation with the
US witnessed a major upswing.



RBI sets up elgh

MUMBALI, Dec 26 PTI)

THE Reserve Bank on \
announced thesettingup ofan eight-
member committee to develop a
framework for responsible and eth-
ical enablement of artificial intelli-
gence (FREE-AI) in the financial sec-
tor. Headed by 1IT Bombay profes-
sor  Pushpak  Bhattacharyya
(Department of Computer Science
and Engineering), the panel will
assess the current level of adoption
of Alinfinancialservices, globallyas
well as in India.

It will also review regulatory and
supervisory approaches on Al with
focus on the financial sector global-
ly. The panel will also identify poten-
tial risks associated with Al, if any,
and recommend an evaluation, mit-
igation and monitoring framework

and consequentcompliance require-
ments for [inancial institutions,
including banks, NBFCs, FinTechs,
PSOs, etc.

The committee will recommend a
framework including governance
aspects forresponsible, ethicaladop-
tion of Al models / applications in
the Indian financial sector, the RBI
said. The other members of the pan-

mber

use of Al

el are: Debjani Ghosh (Independent
Director, Reserve Bank Innovation
Hub); Balaraman  Ravindran
(Professor and Head, Wadhwani
School of Data Science and Al, IIT
Madras); Abhishek Singh (Additional
Secretary, Ministry ofElectronics and
Information Technology); Rahul
Matthan (Partner, Trilegal); Anjani
Rathor(Group Head and Chief Digital
Experience Officer, HDFC Bank); Sree
Hari Nagaralu (Head of Security Al
Research, Microsoft India); and
Suvendu Pati (CGM, FinTech
Department, RBI).

The Committee will submit its
report within six months {rom the
dateolitsfirst meeting, the RBI said.
The central bank had made the
announcement regarding the panel
in its December monetary policy
meeting.



Situation along LAC is sta

Consensus achieved to restore ground situa
hina: Agreement to end stand-off

NEW DELHI, Dec 26 (PT1)

THE overall situation along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) is
“stable” but"sensitive” and broad
consensuswas reached lo restore
ground situation based on prin-
ciples of equal and mutual secu-
rity", the Defence Ministry said
on Thursday, weeks alter Indian
and Chinese militaries disen-
gaged Irom last two [riction
points in eastern Ladakh.

In an year-end review, the
Ministry referred to the under-
standing reached between the
two sides on October 21 on dis-
engagementand said patrolling
activity has commenced in tra-
ditional areas in Depsang and
Demchok: “Overall situation
along the LAC is stable bui sen-
sitive,” it sald. Broad consensus
has been achieved to restore the
ground situation based on prin-
ciplesol equal and mutual secu-

rity following prolonged negoti-
ations at diplomatic and mili,

achieved in :
ment and relocation of troops
from the [rction areas of
Depsangand Demchok followed
by joint verification.” it said.
“Currently, blocking positions
havebeenremovedby both sides
and joint verification has been
completed. Patrollingactivityhas
commenced o traditional
patrolling areas in Depsiang and
Demchok,” the ministry said in
a brief on Indian Army's activi-
ties in 2024. It said the Army
maintaineda high state of oper-
ational preparedness to ensure
stahility and dominance along
allthe frontiers including LAC and
Line of Control (LoC).
Lastweek, NSAAjit Doval trav-
elled to Beijing and held tallks
with Chinese Foreign Minister

being implemented effectively

BEDING, Dec 26 (P11}

CHINA'S Defenee Ministry on
Thursday saidthatthe Chinese
and Indianmilitaries are “com-
prehensively and effectively”
implementing the agreement
to end the standoff at eastern
Ladakh and “steady progress”
has been made.

Chinese Defence
Spokesperson Senior Colonel
Zhang Xiaogang made the
remarks during a media brief-
ing here while answering a
question on the December 18
Special Representatives talks

“Alpresent, the Chinese and
Indian militaries are compre-
hensivelyand effectively imple-

menting the border-related
solutions reached between the
two sides, and steady progress
has been made,” hve said.

He said thatin recent times,
based on the important con-
sensus reached by the leaders
of the two countries, Chinaand
India have maintained close
communication on the border
situation through diplomatic
and military channels and
achieved greal progress.

Following October 21 agree-
mient be tween India and China,
Special Representatives (or bor-
der question NSA Ajit Doval
and Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met here and held a
comprehensive dialogue .

sensitive: MoD

ased on equal, mutual security: Govt on LAC

WangYiunder the framework of
Special Representatives(SK) dia-
logue on the boundary dispute,
The decision to revive the SR
dialogue mechanism was taken
at a meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Kazan on October 23, two days
after India and China firmed up
the disengagement pact, effec-
tively ending the over four-year
border standoffalongthe LAC in
eastern Ladakh.
Onthesituationalongthe LoC
with Pakistan, the Ministry said
relentless counter terror operi-
tionswere carried out while con-
stantly reviewing emerging and
future threats to national secu-
rity. Infrastructure development
in border areas being one of the
key imperatives of operational
preparednesswasgiven impetus
in consonance with the 'Viksit
Bharat Vision' of Government.




NEW DELHIL, Dec 26 (PTI)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday presented the
Pradhan Mantri Rashiriva BS
Puraskar to 17 children, recog-
nizing theirexceptionalcourage
and outstanding achievements
across diverse fields, including
art, culture, sports and innova-
tion.

The President underlined the
importance of nurturingand cel-
ebrating young talents,

“Providing opportunities and
recognizing children’s talents has
always been a part of our tradi-
tion, This tradition should be fur-
therstrengthened to ensure that
every child realises their full
potential,” she said.

The award celebrates extraor-
dinary accomplishmentsinsev-
en categories: art and culture,
bravery, innovation, science and
technology, social service, sports
and environment.

The honourees -- seven boys
and ten girls selected from 14
States and Union Territories --
were presented with a medal,
certificate and citation booklet,

Among themwasKeva Hatkar,
a 14-year-old author and dis-

-----

President Droupadi Murmu confers a ‘Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar' to 3-year-old Chess
prodigy Anish Sarkar, at the Rashtrapati Bhawan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi on Thursday. (PTI)

ability advocate, recognised for  cular atrophy, she founded ini-  sivity and disability awareness.
herexcellence inartand culture,  tiatives like “IM POSSIBLE" and President Murmu highlighted
Despitelivingwithspinal mus-  “SMA-ART,” promoting inclu- {Contd on page 5)



of India’s economic reforms,
diedhere on Thursday night, He
was U2,

Singh's death was announced
by the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Dellid, where
he was admitted in  the
Emergency ward around 830
PM in a eritical condition.

An ALMS bulletin said “he
wastreated forage related med-
icalconditions and had sudden
loss of consciousniess at home”
on December 26,

“Resuscitative measures weme
sturted immedintely athome. He
was brought to medical emer-
gency at AIIMS Delhi at 8.06

erevived and wasdeclared
ead al 9.51 pm," said the bul-
leetin,

Singh, who was Prime
Minister for two terms in the
Congress-led UPA Governmé il
frovm 2004 1o 2014, had been in

1952-2024

poor health for the last few
manths.

He is survived by wife
Gurcharun Singh and three
daughters,

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and her mother
Sonia Gandhi reached the hos-
pital as sbon as the news of his

ingh passes away

hospitalisation becime known,

Singh, who was Finance
Minister under the then Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao,
was thearchitectandthebrain-
child of economic reforms in
1991 that pulled India from the
brink of banlkrupicy and ush-
ered in an em ol economic |ib-
eralisation that s widely
believed (o have changed the
eourseof India's economic tra-
jectory.

Singh died as the Congress
party concluded its Congress
Working Committes meetingat
Belagavi in Knmanka, whereall
top party leaders were present,

It is belleved that party chief
Mallikarjun Kharge and Roahul
Gandhi areon their wayto Delh|
from Delagavi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday expressed
grief over the death of former
Prime  Minister Manmohan
Singh.

Taking to X, Prime Minister
Modl wrote: "India mourns the
loss of one of s most distin-
guished leaders, De Manmoban
Singh JL Rising from humble
origing, he rose 1o become a
respecied economist.

He served in warious
Government positions as well,
including as Finance Minister,
leaving a strong imprinton our
economic policy over the years,
Hisinterventions in Padiament
were also insightful, As our
Prime Minister, e made exten-
sive efforts to improve people’s
lives.”




China approves world’
over Brahmaputra river

gest dam
e to Indian border

EBy KJ M Varma
BEIING, Dec 26 (PTI)

CHINA has approved the con-
struction of the world’s largest
dam, stated to be the planet’s
biggestinfraprojectcostingUSD
137 billion, on the Brahmaputra
River in Tibet close to the Indian
border, raising concernsinripar-
ianstates - India and Bangladesh.

The Chinese Government has
approved the construction of a
hydropower project in the low-

erreachesof theYarlungZangbo
River, the Tibetan name for the
Brahmapultra, according to an
official statement quoted by

i

state-run ‘Xinhua' news agency
on Wednesday.

Thedamisto be built ata huge
gorge in the Himalayan reaches

where the Brahmaputra river
makesa huge U-turnto flow into
Arunachal Pradesh and then to
Bangladesh.

The total investment in the
dam could exceed one trillion
yuan (USD 137 billion), which
would dwarf any other single
infrastructure project on the
planet including China’s own
Three Gorges Dam, regarded as
thelargestinthe world, the Hong
Kong-based South China

(Contd on page 5)
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