Rajnath meets US NSA Jake

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh meets US NSA Jake
Sullivan, in Washington. (PTI)

WASHINGTON, Aug 24 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh hasmet the US National

Security Advisor Jake Sulliy,
and shared perspecli»®S on
i tters of
{, a day alter
the US signed two
keyagreements to further boost
their comprehensive global
strategic partnership.

Singh arrived here on
Thursday onafour-dayofficial
visit to further boost the com-
prehensive global strategic
partnership between the US
and India. “Delighted to meet
the National Security Advisor
of the United States @jakesul-
livan and share perspectives
on key strategic matters of
mutualinterest,” Rajnath Singh
said in a post on X after his
meeting on Friday.

lvan

He also had a “fruitful”
exchange with leading US
defence companies and invit-
ed them to work with Indian
partners toaccelerate the Make
in India programme.

“Had fruitfulinteraction with
leading US defence companies
at the Defence Industry -
Roundtable organised by
@USISPF (US India Strategic
Partnership Forum). Invited
them toworkwith Indian part-
ners to accelerate our Make in
India programme towards
achieving Atmanirbharta in
defence sector. Together,
Indian and US companies will
co-develop and co-produce for
the world,” he said in another
post.




Rajnath Singh, Lioyd Austin discy

WASHINGTON, Aug 28 (LANS)

DEFENCE Mindster Rajnazh
Singhand his Armesiean cotin
verpart Lloyd Austin on Friday
itiscussed "ongoing effors o
deepen the Major Defense
Partnership  between  the
Ui Stites and Indiainsup-
port of a free and open Indo-
Facific region”, acconding wa
statement  from  the US
Depariment of Defense.
Pentagon Press Secretary
Maj, Gen. Pat Byder said in a
readout of the mesling on
Friday that the o officials
“eelebrated progress across
several hilateral defence ini-
tatlves, including effons o
lictease supply chain securi
ty, enhanoe maritime security
im the Tndian Oeean Region,

Rajnath invites US defence
companies to ‘Make in i

WASHINGTON, Aug 24 |ANS)

QNEFENCE Minister Rajnath Singh on Saturday said that he has mvited U5
deierce companies to wark with India snd assarted that togathar they will
co-develap and co-produce for the world. He sasd that the move will fur-
thar give & push to the country's ‘Makein India’ programme towarnds achisy-
‘g Atanichharta i the defesce sector. In a post on social media plat-
form X, the Defence Minister shared that he had a frofthul ol erac Gon with
the leading US companies &t the Deferce Indusiry - Roundable orgarised
by the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh co-chaires a bilateral meeting

with US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, in Washington on
Friday. (AN}

US approves sale of Anti-Submarine
Warfare Sonobuoys to India

WASHINGTON D0, Aug 24 (AN

THE United States Secretary of State. Amony Blinken, has
apprived a possible foreign militery sale of anti-submarine
wattfare Senobuoys and relaied equipment to India at an estl-
mited costof USD 528 million,

The Defenve Security Cooperation Apency deliverad the
required cestification, notifying Congress of this possible sale
today, the US Defence Secudty Cooperation Agency sald In o
reloase.

and leverage a new agreement
tosirengthen pperationsl coor-
dination throwgh Tndlan lial-
sonoflicers it LS commands”

The phrase “iree and open
Tndo-Pacilic” was defined by

External Affairs Minister 5
Jaishankar in his 2022 speech
as"onewhichisbullionarules-
basedinternatonal order: sus-
ninablesnd iransparent infra-
sirueiere invesument, freedom

of navigation and overflight,
uninpedid lawful commerce,
mutyal respect for soverelgn-
ty. pracehidl resolution of dis-
putes, as well as equality of all
nations”, Barlier, in a post on

social media platform X,
Defence  Minisier  Singh
deseribed the meeting as
“excellent” and hailed the sign-
ing of two defence agreements
with the 118 during his ongo-

ingwisitas “pathbreaking”. “We
revigwed the existing defence
cooperation actvitkes and dis-
cusstd ways to deepen it fur-
ther," he said i the post. “The
signing of Security af Supply

Arrangements anid the agree-
meni for positioning of Indian
offlcers ar key TS commands
are patl-breaking develop-
ments,” the Defence Minister

added,



IAF’s Sarang team leaves for Egypt Airshow

Al-Alamein
International
Airport is at a
strategic geo-

T graphical location
along o
| _Madi and

is a major hub for
global air, com-
mercial, and logis-
{ tical ransport.
“Lock,stock, and
barrel...the Sarang
team is on their
way lo thefirstedi-
tion of the Egypt
International
Airshow! The IAF
contingentwithits
five Sarang heli-
copters(ALH Mk1)
being airlifted by
W C-17s for the air-
N showatAl-Alamein

P L

e . £ Intl Airport from
The Sarang team of Indian Air Force on their way to the first edition of the Egypt 3rd to 5th Sep 24,”
International Airshow. (PTl) the IAF said in a
post on X. “IAF

NEW DELHI, Aug 24 (IANS) ipatein thefirst edition of the Egypt Sarangteam, flying the indigenous
International Airshow, which will ‘Dhruv’ ALH, represents the spirit

THE Indian Air Force (IAF) on take place from September 3 to 5 of Atmanirbharta’ and showcases

Saturday dispatched its Sarang atAl-Alamein International Airport, India’saviation excellence,” thepost
Helicopter Display Team to partic- in Egypt's El Dabaa. further read.



‘Manipur visit aims to

ensure trust, peace;

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh felicitating Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi during a meeting in Imphal. (ANI)

IMPHAL, Aug 24 (AN])

INDIAN Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedion Saturday
said that the main aim of his
ongoing visit to Manipur was
to ensure that there is trust,
peace and tranquillity in the
State which has seen ethnic
violence in recent times.

General Dwivedi told ANI
that he had met Chief Minister
N Biren Singh where the two
discussed a lot of issues.

“My main aim to come here
was to review the security sit-
uation as of today in Manipur
andIwas happy tosee thegreat
coordination between the
security agencies. |1 had a
detailed frank discussion and
lot many kinds oflines of effort
have come on how should we
take this journey ahead and
the main aim is to ensure that
there is trust, peace and tran-
quillity in this State,” General
Dwivedi said.

“I'was luckytomeettheChief
Minister sincehewasin the sta-
tion and it was a very great
meeting, very encouraging
meeting where we could dis-
cuss alot ofissues and we were
looking for the way forward
where we can bring peace in
the State and also how to get
all the communities together
so that there is an enhanced
harmonious  relationship
amongst them,” he said.

On his arrival in Manipur,
the Army chief was briefed on
operational preparedness by
commanders on the ground.
General Upendra Dwivedialso
held a discussion with heads
of various security agencies in
the Statein which he expressed
hisappreciationfor theinsights
shared by them. General
Dwivedi also interacted with
troops and complimented the
soldiers for their professional-
ism,operational readiness, and
dedication to duty.



CHENNAL Aug 24 (ANI)

INDIA  Jaunched its First
reusable hybrid rocket "RHU-
MI- 1, developed by the Tamil
Nadu-based starl-up Space
Zone Indiawith Martin Group,
from Thimvidandhai  in
Chennai on Saturday,

The rocket, carrying 3 Cube
Satellites and 50 PIOO Satellites,
witslaunched intoasuborbital
trajectory using a mohile
launcher. These satellites will
be collecting datn for research
purposes on global warming
and climare change. RHUMIis
equipped with a generic-fuel-
based hybrid motor and elec-
trically triggered parachute
deployer, RHUMI s 100%
pyrotechnic-free and 0% TN

The mission RHUMI is led
by Anand Megalingam, the
[ounder of the Space Zone,

trajector which will collect data on

UMI-1 rocket combines the
antages of both liquid and solid
fusl propellant systems to improve
ef iciency and reduce operational costs.
tt launched 3 Cube Satellites and
50 PICO Satellites into a suborbital

under the mentorship of Dr
Mylswamy Annadurai, Former
Director of ISRO Satellite
Centre (1SAC). The RHUMI-1
rocket combines the advan-
tages of both liquid and solid
fuel propellant systems (o
improve efficiency and reduce
operational costs,

In 2025, through missionDr,
APl Abdul Kalam Students
Satellite Launch - In 2023 over
2,500 students from
Government, tribal, and pub-
lic schools across the country,
contributed in designing and
construction ol astudent satel-
lite launch vehicle. The vehi-
clecould carry a payload of 150
Fico satelling research exper-
iment cubes.

“Itis3.5metre tall rockeland
waslaunched atabout 7.25am
from the eadier 7am 1ift off
schedule” Space Zone India

ble hybrid rocket ‘RHUMI-T’

Founder-CEQ Anand
Megalingam said.

"It is more of a sounding
rocket, Tt lew o analtinde of
about35kmsand rightnow my
team is there to collect it as per
our plan {since itis a reusable
rocket),” he old PTL

“Compared to an 89 degree
inclination, we had launched
the rocket with TOdegree incli-
nation due to heavy wind and
gusts,” he explained on the
launch from the mobile laiunch
pad near the coast

Space Zone India is anaero-
technology  company  in
Chennai that aims to provide
Iow-cost, long-term solutions
in the space industry. It pro-
vides hands-on training expe-
rence on Aerodynamic prin-
ciples, Satellite Technology,
Drone Technology and Rocket

Technology.



‘Humanitarian zone’
for Palestinian

evacuees shrir

" III |

Balah, central Gaza Strip on Friday.

|

S

ﬁ-i ,‘,_,' e
B I e
\—-_#4 w—f‘--, = \.’

\

- '-,r -
e

Displaced Palestinians gather for food distribution in Deir al

(AP/PTI)

DEIR AL-BALAH, Aug 24 (AP)

YOUNG girls screamed and
elbowed each other in a crush
ofbodiesinsouthern Gaza, try-
ing desperately to reach the
frontofthefoodline. Men doled
out rice and chicken as fast as
they could, platefuls of the
nourishment falling to the
ground in the tumult.

Nearby, boys waited to fill
plastic containers with water,
standing for hoursamongtents
packed so tightly they nearly
touched.

Hunger and desperation
were palpable on Friday in the
tent camp along the Deir al-
Balah beachfront, after a
month of successive evacua-
tion orders that have pressed
thousands ofPalestiniansinto
the area that the Israeli mili-
tary calls a “humanitarian
zone.”

The zone has long been
crowded by Palestinians seek-

ingrefuge from bombardment,
but the situation grows more
dire by the day, as waves of
evacuees arrive and food and
water growscarce. Over thelast
month, the Israeli military has
issued evacuation orders for
southern Gaza at an unprece-
dented pace.

At least 84 per cent of Gaza
now falls within the evacua-
tion zone, according to the UN,
whichalsoestimates that 90 per
cent of Gaza’s 2.1 million resi-
dents havebeen displaced over
the course of the war.

Thirteen evacuation orders
have been issued since July 22,
according to an Associated
Press count, significantly
reducingthesize of the human-
itarian zone declared by Israel
at the start of the war while
pushingmore Palestiniansinto
it than ever before. The
increased crowding of evac-
uees can be seen in satellite
photos.



Hope Modi’s Ukraine

VISIt \mll be help

WASHINGTON, Aug 24

THE US has welcomed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vis-
it to Ukraine, saying it can be
helpful if it facilitates ending
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine

conflict.

“Indiais a strong partner for
the United States, and the
Prime Minister is as well. And,
him going to Kyiv and having
conversations with (Ukraine)
President (Volodymyr)
Zelensky about where this all

ict: US

ends and how it ends —if that
can be helpful to getting us to
anendtotheconflict thatcom-
portswithPresident Zelensky’s
vision for a just peace, well,
then we think that would be
helpful,”White House National
e 9 EE HEYIL Y
¥ Communications
Advisor John Kirby
1 said on Friday
| when asked at a
ol media  briefing
4l WhetherheseesPM
- Modi's visit poten-
a tially being pro-
ductive or not.

“If there's anoth-
4 ercountryoutthere
that is willing to be
helpful in terms of
trying to end the
war in Ukraine, we
welcome that. But
by being helpful, we
mean it's got to
include conversa-
tions with the
Ukrainians,andit’s
gottostartfroman
understanding of
where President
Zelenskyison this,”
he said.

Earlier during his
talks with Zelensky
on Friday, PM Modi

' reaffirmed India’s
prmmpled position and com-
mitment to a peaceful settle-
ment to the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine conflict through dia-
logue and diplomacy. He also
reiterated India’s readiness to
contribute in“all possible ways”
to facilitate the speedy return
of peace in the region.
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NEW DELHI, Aug 24 (PTI)

IN A bonanza to 23 lakh Central
Government employees, the
Union Cabinet on Saturday

approved anassured pension of

50 per cent of salary for those
who joined the service after
January 1, 2004, under the
National Pension System (NPS).

Fulfilling long pending
demands of Government
employees ahead of Assembly
electionsin Haryanaand Jammu
and Kashmir, the Cabinetmeet-
ing, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS),
which assures guaranteed pen-

Assured pension for G

Union Gabinet’s decision-to benefit 23 [akh employees

Pension will be

50 pc of the average
basic pay drawn
over the last 12
months before the
superannuation

as pension

It would be
proportionate for a
lesser service
period up to a
minimum of 10
years of service

sion. Employees opting for UPS
would be eligible for an assured
pension of 50 per cent of the
average basic pay drawn over
the last 12 months before the
superannuation fora minimum
qualifying service of 25 years.

This pay is to be proportion-
ateforalesserservice period up
toaminimum of 10 years of serv-
ice, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

The new pension schemealso
guarantees an assured minimum
pension of Rs 10,000 per month
on superannuation after amin-
imum of 10 years of service.

(Contd on page 5)



