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- Message to China: Quad
opposes unilateral a
forc ibly alter
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@timesofindia.co

China: Claims on SCS
New Delhi; rs after the C0mp|ete|y iuStiﬁed

inauguration of US Presi- ¢ “hina Wednesday said its
den.t Donald Trump, Quad ‘ activities and claims over
nations sent outa clear mes- South China Sea are legitima-
sage to China in the form of  te and “completely justified”,
a joint statement in which reacting to the Quad foreign
their foreign ministers ministers’statement.Chinese
strongly opposed any unila- foreign ministry spokesper-
teral actions that seek to son Mao Ning also reiterated :
change the status quo by for- heropposition to Quad. pmi
ce or coercion. ' '

While thlsfor'mulatmn is : - E e |
not new, it’s significant co- End war or face

ming as it does amid fears in

the Indo-Pacific region abo- CurbS' Tl‘llmp tO PI,Itin

ut the potentially erratic na- p told his Russian co-
ture of President Trump’s unterpart Vladimir Putin
foreign policy thathave been .tomakeadea.lto endthe[ncral

exacerbatedbyhmrecentco-r ne: Wf’,m;faoetarlﬂ' 0.
Ul'ﬁngof Chmese esid ent  kes.“If wedon'tmal
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Trump announces ¢

Aﬂjnﬁa

Says Open Te-Mush
or Larry ElliSon
Purchasing TikTok

‘i \resment Trump on Tues-
#day announced a joint
}L venture between OpenAl,
SoftBank and Oracle to create
at least $100 billion in compu-
ting infrastructure to power
artificial intelligence.

The venture, called Starga-

. te, adds to tech companies’ sig-
nificant investments in US da-
tacentres. Stargatecould even-
tually invest as much as $500
billion over four years. The
three companies plan to cont-
ribute funds to the venture,
which will be open to other in-
vestors and start with 10 data
centres already under const-
ruction in Texas.

The announcement of the
joint venture was an early tro-
phy for Trump. Trump has
promised toaccelerate the pro-
duction of American-made Al
to compete against China, and
on Monday he rolled back an
executive order from ex- Presi-
dent Biden that imposed stan-
dards on safety and otherrequ-
irements for govt use of Al

During a news briefing Tu- -
esday, Trump saJd he would! re-
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Trump with (from L) Oracle’s
Larry Ellison, SoftBank Corp. CEO
Junichi Miyakawa, and OpenAl's
Sam Altman at the White House
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Musk slams plan

~lon Musk on Wednesday
? .. cast doubt on a $500 billion
Al project, saying the money pr-
omised for the investment actu-
ally wasn’t there. The commen-
ts were arareinstance of asplit
between the Musk and Trump.
Inaposton X, Musk said the
main investors “don’tactually
have the money.” “SoftBank
has well under $10B secured. |
have that on good authority,”
Musk added. Musk’s sideswipe
could be particularly targeted
atOpenAl, whichis one of the
world’s highest valued startu-
ps, but loses money on the high
costs of turning out its expensi-
ve tech. According to WSJ, Ora-
cle, has about$11bnincash &
securities. SoftBank has roug-
th'SQObh of cash on hand. arp
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‘Will impose 10%

tariffs on Chinese
importson Feb I’

Washington: President Do-
nald Trump said Tuesday
that he intended to impose a
10% tariff on Chinese im-
ports intothe US from Feb1, a
decision that is sure to escala-
te trade tensions. Speaking at
the White House, Trump said
that the tariffs were in re-
sponsetoChina’srole in Ame-
rica’s fentanyl crisis. Trump
said that China was sending
fentanyl to Canada and Mexi-
co, from where it would be
transported into the US.

The tariff threat comes af-
ter Trump said he planned to
impose a 25% duty on imports
from Canada and Mexico.

Those tariffs on China

would come on top of levies
that Trumpimposed on more
than $300 billion worth of
Chinese imports during his
first term. Those tariffs were
kept in place by President Bi-
den. Trump’s pledge to hit
China, Canada and Mexico
with tariffs is expected to re-
sultinretaliatory action aga-
inst US industries. nyr

EO that aims to stall enforcem-
ent of alaw that forces asaleor
bans the app in the US. When
asked if he would be in favour
of Elon Musk buying TikTok,

Trump said, “I would be, ye-
ah.” Then he turned to Ellison
and said Oracle could also pur-

chase TikTok. “I have the right
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}'Uashington: The rhetoric
Is grating but the reception
is upbeat. Amid verbal sal-
vos from President Donald
Trump against almost every
region of the world as part of
his America First agenda,
India's external affairs min-
ister SJaishankar got a head
starton managing, if notele-
vating }JS—India ties, after
_ta]ks with top Trump aides
including secretary of state
Marco Rubio and national
security adviser Michael
Waltz, amongothers.

It was Rubio’s first meet-
ing with a foreign counter-
part hours after he was con-
firmed assecretaryof state by

the Senate and Trump took .

the oath of office on Monday,
and arguably the fastest any
administration has gotten off
the blocks. In a boilerplate
poston X, Jaishankar said Ru-
bio and he “exchanged views
on a wide range of regional
and global issues”, and heloo-
ked forward to closely work-
ing with him “to advance our
strategic cooperation”.
Healsomadeabrief refer-
ence to Rubiobeing a “strong
advocate” of the extensive bi-
lateral ties between the two
countries, an allusion to the
US-India Defence Coopera-
tion Act in which then sen-
ator Rubio called for India to
betreated onaparwithUSal-
liessuch as Japan, Israel, and
Natomembers with regard to
technology ftransfers and
military collaboration.
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EAM Jaishankar meets US secretary of state Marco Rubio in Washington

on Wednesday. It was Rubio’s first meeting with a foreign counterpart
hours after he was confirmed as secretary of state by the senate

As US raises illegal migration, Jaishankar

says ‘always been open to their return’

(") neoftheissues secretary of state Marco Rubio raised with
%+ EAMS Jaishankar was irregular migration, underlining the
Trump administration’s position on the issue. Jaishankar said
India’s position on legal mobility and illegal migration has been
consistent with all countries and “US is no exception”.

“We have always taken the view that if there are any of our citi-
zens who are not here legally and if you are sure that they are our
citizens, we've always been open to their legitimate return. So, it's
nota position unique to the US. We have been consistent, we have
been very principled about itand that remains our position,and |
conveyed that very clearly to secretary Rubio," Jaishankar said ata
press meet. Hewarned against quoting numbers, saying Indiafirst
has to validate that the individuals concerned are of Indian origin.

During the meeting with Rubio, Jaishankar raised the issue of
delay in visas for Indian nationals. He said the delay constrair-eq
people-to-people contactsthatactas the very basis ofthe I'EIE!:‘.IO[]-
ship. Jaishankar said the relationship is not WEII‘served ifthere'sa
delay of “400 days” inissuing visas to Indian nationals. Ty

“gignificant” that the Quad
foreign minister’s meeting
took place within hours of
the inauguration of the
Trump administration, and
“this underlines the priority
it has in the foreign policy

~ of itsmemberstates”.

meeting today
sage that in
n and _ latile

- “The

rampage in which he h;ns
been dissing countries
across the world, including
many allies, insisting they
have been ripping off the_US
on trade, and threatening
tariffs to level the playing
field as per his metrics.
From bullying neigh-
bours Canada and Mexico, to
threatening to take over the
pPanama Canal and Green-
land, to warning Nato allies
that the US will not protect

wral.  them unless they ponied up

1 de-
more money for mutua
fence, no onahaabaanspamdf
Not even Russia and Israel
Trump has scorched theforel:

gn policy turf that countries
B

with the

ety

Ui

A To Boost Ties

ica needs the world.
Amlgilltc?ndia and other.Quad
members — despite wt'mllues
in the trade front — are ina
slightly different basket stem-

by China in the
global sweepstakes. Given Ru-
bio's hawkish views on Chi-
na, which may well be tem-
red by Trump's m

gnchant for sudden ‘deal-
making’, Washington’s early
outreach to the Quad, rather
than Nato or its neighpom.
signals a major shift in its for-
eign policy orientation.

Both sides have plenty of
time to work on this. Trump s
second term will almost be
coterminus with Modi's
third term, both having
around four years in office,
till Jan 2029 and May 2029 re-
spectively, if they choose to
stay till the end of the term.

Jaishankar also met two
prominent Indian-Ameri-
cans in Trump’s inner eir-
cles — W.Erek Ramﬂ_ v
and putative FBI director
Kash Patel —onthesidelines
of several presidential galas
on Monday. He also met US
House Speaker Mike John-
son and Senate majority
leader John Thune, effective.
ly quashing social meds
e o bosted misleading
videos to say he was inslllted

atthe Trumping
Jaishankar U8uration,

al activists j:n'but 1ﬁt$11her_
sharedaclip
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