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k . Chinese Influence
On The Passage

{ West Palm Beach: President-
i elect Donald Trump on Satur-
{ day accused Panama of char-
i gingexcessive rates for use of
i the Panama Canal and said
! that if Panama did not mana-
: ge the canal in an acceptable
: fashion, he would demand the
! USallyhand itover.
“QOur Navy and Commerce
! havebeentreatedinaveryun-
! fair and injudicious way. The
i fees being charged by Panama
i are ridiculous,” he said in a
: post on his Truth Social plat-
! form. “This complete ‘rip-off’
: of our Country will immedia-
: tely stop.” The Panama Canal,
¢ whichwascompleted by the US
{ in1914, wasreturned tothe Cen-
¢ tral American country under a
¢ 1977 deal signed by Democratic
president Jimmy Carter. Pana-
ma took full control in 1999.

“It was solely for Panama
tomanage,not China, or anyo-
ne else,” Trump said. “We wo-
uld and will NEVER let it fall
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Trump named Mark Burnet

— the man who created the

television show The Apprentice
that

into the wrong hands!” He
continued that if Panama co-
ulq not ensure “the secure, ef-
ﬁ_cxeut and reliable opera-
tu_m“ of the channel, “then we
will demand that the Panama
Canal be returned to us, in
full, and without question.”
The post wasan exceeding-
ly rare example of a US presi-
dentsayinghecould pushaso-
vereign country to hand over
territory. It also underlines an
expected shift in US diploma-
cy under Trump, who has not
historically shied away from
threatening allies and using

bellicose rhetoric when dea-

ling with counterparts.
“Thefees being charged by
Panama are ridiculous, espe-
cially knowing the extraordi-
nary generosity that has been
bestowed to Panama by the
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US," Trump wrote in his
Truth Social post. “It was not
given for the benefit of others,
butmerelyasatoken of coope-
rﬁtion mwi%hlus aﬁnoganama. If
theprinciples, moraland careerintelevis
legal, of 1Fth‘i::.mma\gnanin'lnuev. andhg'i‘mmuimsa
gesture of givingarenotfollo- unique iplomatic
wed, then we will demand that acume: I::gior;: 3
the Panama Canal be retur- tothisimportant
ned to us, in full, and without role,” Trump said inaposton
question.” The Panamanian TruthSocial. The position of sp-
embassy in Washington did ecial envoyto the UK doesn’t '
not immediately respond toa currently exist. it's unusual bec-
request for comment. ausespecial envoys are usually
An estimated five percent senttotrouble spots. s.oomsere
of global maritime traffic pas- |
ses through the Panama Ca- sageare the US, China, Japan
nal, which allows ships trave- and South Korea.
ling between Asia and the US The Panama Canal Autho-
Fast Coast to avoid the long, rity reported in Oct that the
hazardous route around the ‘waterway had earned record
southern tip of South Ameri- revenues of nearly 35 billion
ca. The main usersof the pas- inthelastfiscal year. acencies
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Dhaka: Bangladesh hasntba-
en able to repatriate Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar as the
situation has worsened after
the anti-junta Arakan Aj

. under severe atrocities. These
refugees have been sheltered in
Bangladesh forover7years.
Hossain attended recently
an informal consultation In

Bangkok, invited by the Thai fo-

relgn mmister, Foreign minist-
. Ar an os,chi~
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grappling _
shortage of fighter & Jiers
as well as fomeﬁsuéfg od &
th vt has COl 5,
ihie ttee under

ine the [AF's overall
ty development through S€V-
eral indigenous design and
development as well asdirect
acquisition projects. AmONg
the three Services, IAF has
the most critical capability
voids. The e will
submit its report by theend of

Jan,”asourcesaid.

" DRDO chief SamirV Ka-
mat, secretary (defence pro-
duction) Sanjeev Kumar and
IAF deputy chief Air Mar-
shal Tejinder Singh, among
others, are the members of
the committee,

Theneed tofast-frack pro-
jects has been reinforced by
the way the Chineseair force
has deployed aiditional
fighters, bombers, reconn-
aissance aircraft and drones

 at all its air-bases faciny In-
. g s

Crippling 1AF gaps force g

panel for ne
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IAF is grappling with an acute shortage of fighter aircraft
force-multipliers. The panel headed by the defence secrteary will
chalk out a road map to plug the major operational gaps in the force
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Power At Bases Facing India :

) T07 R T Meanwhile, GE has
D & promised to begin the deliv- £
eries of thecontracted99 GE- ¢
F404 turbofan jet engines by
March 2025 now, around fwo
years behind schedule.
and GE, of course, :

thefi- :
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wellas  planned induction of at least
with 80% transfer of technol-

dia, like Hotan, Kashgar,
Gargunsa, Shigatse, Bangda,
Nyingchi and Hoping, after
upgrading them with new

- runways, hardened shelters,
fuel and ammunition sto-

rage facilities.
“With the IAF currently
maldngdowimjustauﬁghter

squadrons when 42,5 are au-

thorised to tackle the threat
from Chinaand Pakistan, one
of the major challenges be-
fore the commi
preak the

loneg:
cture114 new 4.5-generation
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~ US major General Electric.

~ Feb2021. Theorder for anoth-

~ for Rs 67,000 crore is alsoin i

ogy foraround $1 billion. :

Induction of force-multi- :
pliersisalso crucial. IAF for :
instance, has just six IL-78

while the bulk will be pro-
duced in India,” asource said.

Then, there is also the in-
duction of indigenous Tejas
Mark-1A fighters, which has
taken a hit primarily be-
cause of the continuing de-
lay in supply of engines by

mid-air refuelers, inducted
in 2003-04, when itrequiresat |
least 18 such aircraft to ex-
tend the operational range

Hindustan Aeronautics
(HAL) will be able to deliver
only two to three Tejas
Mark-1A fighters instead of
16 promised to the IAF inthe
2024-25 fiscal, under the Rs
46,898 crore deal for 83 such
single-engine jets inked in

97 TejasMark-1A fighters
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» Continued from P 1

PM Modi also met the
Amir, Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad AlJaber Al-Sa-
Crown Prince

l)m-ing his Kuwait visit,

. © Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
! Sabah AlHamad AlMuba-
{ rakAlSabah.
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Modi's visit to Kuwait

i took place in the middle of
: renewed efforts for a cease-
¢ fire in Gaza. Kuwait, which
holds the GCC presidency,
: strongly called for a tempo-
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rary ceasefire at a recent
GCC summit it hosted.
While neitherside officially
saidanything on Gazaor the
overall West Asia situation,
it's believed there was a dis-
cussion on the issue with In-

gumm itssup-

PM Narendra Modi with the PM of Kuwait, Sheikh Ahmed Abdullah
Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, during a meeting on Sunday

out. Modi also thanked him
for ensuring thewell-being of
over 1 million-strong Indian
community in Kuwaitand in-
vited him to visitIndia.

“The Kuwaiti side as the
current Chair of GCC as-
sured full supportfor deepen-
ing of India-GCC coopera-
tion under the recently
adopted ‘joint action plan’ in

including health,

GCC Free Trade Agree-
ment,” said a joint statement.

Both sides also noted
that trade has been an en-
during link between the two
countries and emphasised
on the potential for further
growth and diversification
in bilateral trade. “They al-
so emphasised on the need
for promoting exchange of
business delegations and
strengthening institutional
linkages," said the state-
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highest honour

New Delhi: PM Modi wason  :
Sunday conferred with Ku- :
wait's highest honour, theOr-  :
der of Mubarak Al Kabeer :
This accolade marks the20th :
international honour be- :
stowed upon him. The Order :
of Mubarak Al Kabeer is :
awarded to heads of state, for- :
eign sovereigns and mem- :

bersof royalfamiliesasages-

ture of friendship and recog- :

nition of their contributions

our include former US presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Ge-
orge H W Bush, and the UK’s
Prince Charles. Among Mo-
di’s list of honours are Saudi
Arahia’s King Abdulaziz

Amhanistm's Amir
Amanullah Khan
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Grand Collar of the State of

Orthrd‘lmhmmg
fon of the Order of Fiji,
France's Grand Cross of the

Legion of Honour
Egypt's Orderof theNile.

and
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Russia never abandoned desi

MOSCOW, Dec 22 (AN )

A COUPLE of weeks prior to US
President-elect Donald Trump
assuming office, Vladimir Putin
said that Russia is ready to nor-
malise relations with the United
States and other Western coun-
tries provided that such efforts
do not compromise Russian
interests, the State mediareport-
ed on Sunday.

In an interview with Russian
TVand radio outlet VGTRK, Putin
said, "It is possible 1o do every-
thing if there is desire. We have
never abandoned this desire.”

The Russian President was
responding to a question aboul
the possibility for Russiaand the
United States to normalise their
relations, as reported by the

Russian news agency TASS.

Everything changes in inter-
national relationsand only inter-
ests remain invariable, in this
case, “the interests of Russiaand
its people,” the Russian leader
stressed.

“If we see that the situation
changes in a way that there are
opportunities and prospects for

uilding relations with other
countries, then weare ready for
that. It is nol a question of us
butit’s a question of them. But
this should be without detri-
ment to the interests ol the
Russian Federation,” Putin
emphasised.,

Putin drew from the 19th and
20th centuries to emphasise the
changes in international rela-
tions and recalled that after the
Crimea War o[ 1853-1856, when
a series of restrictions were
imposed on Russia, then-Foreign
Minister of the Russian Empire
Alexander Gorchakovsentouta
letter with the following words:
“Russia is not angry. Russia is
concentrating.”

“Gradually, as Russia was con-
centrating, itreturned allitsrights

0 normalise
ates, says Putin

in the Black Sea as well, grew
stronger and so on,” Putin was
cited as saying by TASS.

Putinalso drewattentionto the
fact that some historians
described the Crimea War as
‘World War Zero’ as practically
all the European powers partic-
ipated in it against Russia.
However, the Russian President
said that the situation changed
and these same countries were
already Russia’s allies during
Waorld War I,

Previous generations of politi-
cians ruined Russia by choos-
ingtlojoin the so-called civilised
world but thiswaswhat the West
wanted, Putin said in an inter-
view with VGTRK journalist
Pavel Zarubin, state media
reported.



ISRO to study how crops-grow
in space on PSLV-G60 mission

NEW DELHI, Dec 22 (PTI)

DEMONSTRATION of seed ger-
minationinouterspace, aggbot-
ic arm to catch a tethered delfNg
there, and testing of green
propulsion systems are some of
the experiments planned on the
POEM-4 -- the fourth stage of
ISRO's PSLV  rocket that
remains in orbit after launching
a satellite.

The PSLV-C60 mission, slated
foran yearend launch, is sched-
uled to place the twin satellites
‘Chaser and Target’ to demon-
strate the space docking tech-
nologies that are crucial for build-
ing India’s space station.

The PSLV Orbital Experiment
Module (POEM) will carry 24
experiments -- 14 from various
[SRO labs and 10 from private
universities and start-ups -- to
demonstrate various technolo-
gies in space.

ISRO plans to grow eight cow-
peaseeds fromseedgermination
and plant sustenance until the
two-leaf stage in a closed-box
environment with active ther-
mal control as part of the
Compact Research Module for
Orbital Plant Studies (CROPS)
developed by the Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre.

The Amity Plant Experimental
Module in Space (APEMS), devel-
oped by Amity University,
Mumbai, plans to study the
growth of spinach in a micro-
gravity environment.

Two parallel experiments will
be carried out simultaneously -
- one on POEM-4 in space and

one on the ground at the uni-
versity.

Theexperiment’s outcome will
provide insights into how high-
er plants sense the direction of
gravity and light.

The Debris Capture Robotic
Manipulator, developed byVSSC,
will demonstrate the
capturing of tethered debris by
aroboticmanipulatorusingvisu-
al serving and object motion
prediction in the space
environment.

The robotic manipulator will
be capable of capturing free-
floating debris and refuelling
tethered and free-floating space-
craft in future POEM missions.

Mumbai-based start-up
Manastu Space will test Vyom-

2U, the green propulsion
thruster, that uses a blend of
hydrogenperoxideandin-house
additivesas fuel, with the goal of
providingasaferand higher-per-
formingalternativetohydrazine
for space applications.

The Varuna payload, devel-
oped by Piersight Space-
Ahmedabad, is an in-orbit
demonstration of a Synthetic
Aperture Radar (SAR) in a
CubeSat form factor.

This mission marks the initial
step towards establishinga con-
stellation of SAR and Automatic
Identification System (AIS) satel-
lites, aiming to provide persist-
ent, near real-time monitoring
ofallhumanandindustrial activ-
ity at sea.



