India, Japan hold ‘2+2’
dialogue focusing

NEW DELHIL, Aug X (PTI)

THE India-Japan parmership
is sel against a larger context
ofafree, openand rules-based
Indo-Pacific and it will con-
tinue to grow, External Affai
Minister S Jaishankar said on
Tuesday as the two sides
held a fresh edition of “2+2"
dialogueamid Chinasincreas-
ing military muscle-flexing in
the region.

The Japanese delegation al
the talks in Delhi was headed
by Foreign Minister Yoko

Kamikawa and Defence
Minister Kihara Minoru.
Jaishankar and Delence

Minister Rajnath Singh head-
ed the Indian team.

“In the last decade, our rela-
tionship has assumed the form
ofaspecial strategic and glob-
alpartnership. Thelogicof this
evolution is our expanding
interests and growing activi-
ties,” Jaishankar said in his tel-
evised opening remarks.

“Aswe bothstep forward into
a more volatile and unpre-
dictable world, thereis a need
forreliable partnerswith whom
there are substantial conver-
gences,” he said.

“As a result, we have con-
sciously sought to facilitate

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar with Japan's Defence Minister Minoru Kihara and
Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa at the Hyderabad House in
New Delhi on Tuesday.

(PT1)

eachother'sendeavours, com-
prehend each other's objec-
tives, strengthen each other's
positions and work with other
nationsofshared comfort,” he
added. The External Affairs
Minister said the strategic part-
nership between India and
Japan will continue to grow as
“we embrace mutuality and
display sensitivity".

“Our cooperation is today
sel against a larger context of
a [ree, open and rules-based
Indo-Pacific. For India, this is
a natural extrapolation from
our Act East policy,” he said.

Jaishankar emphasised that
the "242" dialogue must par-
ticularly focus on the steps
ahead. “It has been two years
since we last met in Tokyo.
There have been many devel-
opments of consequenceinthe
world. Our own relationship
alsohasto factor in changesin
our own capabilities and cal-
culations,” he said.

In his remarks, Singh said
the India-Japanspecial strate-
gic and global partnership is
based on democratic values
and the rule of law.

He said India has set a goal

nisterial
ndo-Pacific

ofbecomingadeveloped coun-
try by 2047 and building
domestic defence capabilities
isone of the significant aspects
ofthisvision. “The India-Japan
partnership in the defencesec-
torwillbe animportantaspect
to realise ourgoal. Letus make
a vision for this parmership,”
the Defence Minister said.

He exuded confidence that
the discussions will lead to
make a stronger commitment
for cooperation in the defence
sector. “The India-Japan part-
nership in this sphere will be
veryimportantconsidering the
current global situation. I think
this partnership is crucial to
ensure freedom, inclusivityand
transparency in the Indo-
Pacific,” Singh said.

Jaishankar and Singh held
separate bilateral talks with
their Japanese counterparts
aheadof the"2+2" dialogue. The
“2+2" dialogue with Japan was
initiated to further deepen
bilateral security and defence
cooperation and bring greater
depth to the special strategic
and global partnership
between the two countries.
India has the “2+2" ministeri-
al format of dialogue with very
few countries, including US,
Australia and Russia.



NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (ANI)

JAGDEEP Dhankhar,
President of the Republi@
India, will inaugurate the 19
CIl India Africa Business
Conclave, themed “Creating
OneFuture,” onAugust 21, the
conclave is scheduled to be
held between August 20 and 22
in New Delhi.

Organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) in partnership
with the Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India,
the event is set to be a land-
mark momentinthestrength-
eningofIndia-Africa relations.

The Conclave will witness
the presence of six African
Heads of State, underscoring
the significance of the eventin
the evolving relationship
between India and the African
continent.

The guests include Prosper
Bazombanza,Vice Presidentof

Noel Tata, Chairman, Cll Africa Committee, Chairman, Tata
Intemmational, Trent Limited, and Tata Investment Corporation
called on Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar at Vice-President's

Enclave in New Delhi.

(PTI

the Republic of Burundi;
Teodoro Nguema Obiang
Mangue, Vice-President of the
Republic of Equatorial Guinea;
Muhammad BS Jallow, Vice-
President of the Republic of
The Gambia; Jeremiah Kpan

Koung, Vice President of the
Republic of Liberia; Marie Cyril
Eddy Boissezon, Vice President
of the Republic of Mauritius;
and Dr CGDN Chiwenga, Vice
President of the Republic of
Zimbabwe,

‘People should
remain active no
matter the age’

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (PTI)

VICE President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Tuesday said
a person should remain
activealallagesandassert-
ed that thenotion that there
is an age limit for work has
no basis.

Addressing a group of
Rajya Sabha interns here,
Dhankhar referred to the
Indian philosophy that
work is worship.

Officials of the Vice
President Secretariat point-
edoutthatrecently megas-
tarAmitabh Bachchanhad
expressed similar senti-
ments in a recent social
media post.
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India records 26
FDI flows in fir

MUMBAL, Aug 20 (IANS)

THE gross forei iect investment (FDI) flowing into the
Indian economy has surged by 26.4 per cent to $22.5 billion
during the April-June quarter of the current financial year
compared to the same quarter of the previous year, accord-
ing to the RBI's latest monthly bulletin.

This has resulted in net FDI shooting up to $6.9 billion
during the first quarter of 2024-25, compared to $4.7 billion
in the same period of 2023-24, the report states.



India, Malaysm ink key pact ¢
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Malaysian counterpart Anwar
Ibrahim during the joint press statement after their meeting, at Hyderabad

House, in New Delhi, on Tuesday.

(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (PTI)

INDIA and Malaysia onTuesday ele-
vated their ties to a comprehensive

strategic partnership after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his
Malaysian counterpart Anwar
Ibrahim held extensive talks focus-

recruitment

ing on expanding cooperation in
several sectors, including trade,
investment and defence.

Apactonpromotingrecruitment
of Indian workers in Malaysia and
protectionoftheirinterests wasone
of theatleasteight agreements inked
between the two sides.

The pactonrecruitmentofIndian
workers assumes significance as
illegal immigration and human traf-
ficking from India to Malaysia are
among major concerns of the two
Governments.

Ibrahim began his three-day vis-
it to India on Monday night in his
first trip to the country as the Prime
Minister. “Today, we have decided
that our partnership will be elevat-
ed to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership,” Modi said.



Amid growing tensions wi
Australia finalise hil

MELBOURNE, Aug 20 (AP)

INDONESIA and Australia on
Tuesday linalised a new bilat-
eral defence treaty that will
enhance the neighbouring
nations’ ability to operate
their militaries in each other’s
territory.

Theagreement was reached
as Indonesian President-elect
Prabowo Subianto, who also
servesasDefence Minister, met
with Australian officials at the
country’s Parliamentearlier on
Tuesday.

The bilateral relationship is
becomingincreasinglyimpor-
tant to Australians in face of
growing tensions with China.

seds ations.

The pact will be signed with-
in days, when Australian
Defence Minister Richard
Marles visits Jakarta.

Marles said the successful
conclusionof negotiationsafter
two years was significant for
both countries’ national secu-
rity, “What this agreement will
do is provide for much greater
interoperability between our
defence forces, it will provide
for much more exercises
between our defence forces, it
will see us working together
the global commons to support

the rules-based order and,
importantly, it will allow us to
operate from each other’s
countries,” Marles told
reporters.

“Andinthat sense, this agree-
ment will be the deepest, the
most signilicant agreement
that our two countries have
ever made,” Marles added.

Subianto described the
agreement as “ironing out
some legalistic details” and said
thatit achieved“great progress”
in the two countries’ defence
cooperation.,

Euan Graham, an analyst at
the Australian  Strategic
Policy Institute think tank,
questioned the pact'sstrategic

ina, Indonesia,
al defence treaty

value to Australia.

Subianto made clear that
Indonesia would remain non-
aligned under his leadership,
Graham said. This means
Indonesia will remain among
agroup of countries that don't
want to be officially aligned
with oragainst any major pow-
er bloc such as the Uniled
States,

“The issue is that Indonesia
doesn't share the same threat
perceptionas Australia towards
China,” he added.

With around 275 millionpeo-
ple, Indonesia has 10times the
population of Australia, which
has fewer than 27 million
people.



Kamala will be a histori

CHICAGO, Aug 20 (PTD

KAMALA Harris will be a “his-
toric President,” US President
JoeBiden has said, ashe passed
the baton of the Democratic
Party to her and made a strong
pitch to American voters o
vole for her (o preserve
democracy.

Biden, 81, received an emo-
tional standing ovation when
he came on stage at the
Democratic National
Convention in Chicago on
Monday night.

Harris, 59, is scheduled to
formallyaccept the Democratic
Party's presidential nomina-
tion on Thursday to take on
Republican rival Donald
Trump, 78, in the November 5

esident: Biden

election. “Are you ready 1o elect
Kamala Harris as the President
of the United States of
America,” Biden said, amidst
cheers from thousands of
members and leaders of the
Democratic Party atitsnation-
alconventionherein thiswindy
city as he urged his country-
men o vote and elect his
deputy of four years.

Biden said Harris would be
a “historic President.”

President Joe Biden stands
with Democratic presidential
nominee Vice President
Kamala Harris and First Lady
Jill Biden during the first day
of Demaocratic National
Convention on Monday in
Chicago. (AP/PTI)



THANE, Aug 20 (PT1)

THE management ofa school
al Badlapur in Maharashtras
Thane district has suspended
its principal and two staffers
ineconnectinnwiththealleged
sexual abuse of two gids, while
angry parents of the school
children have been staging a
blockade since Tuesday mom
ingat the local railway station
seeking  stringent  action
against the accused,
Hundreds of irate parents
and local citizens came onto
thetracksat the Badlapurrail-
way station around 8 am and
blocked the path of trains 1o
draw the administration’s
attention to their demand. The
protesthasaffected the move-

Paolice personnel speak with people blocking railway tracks in
protest against the alleged sexual abuse of two girls at a school,
at Badlapur railway station, in Thane district on Tuasday.  [PTI)

On August 17, the police
(Contd on page 5

mentof trainson Upand Down
routes since around 8 am.

Protest over
incident, school
vandalised, stones
hurled

during ‘rail roko’
Mah Govt forms
SIT to probe
sexual abuse
Case will be
fast-tracked, says
Shinde; cops told
to invoke rape
attempt charge

Kolkata rape-murder case

B SC raps W Bengal Govt
Questions delay in filing of FIR

NEW DELHI, Aog 21 {PT1)

TERMING the rape and mur-

maller,
laking suo molucognisance
of the case, the wp court said

dercaseof amedic
at Kolkata's RG Kar
Medical College
and Hospital as
horrific, the
supreme Courton

Read Editorial
VERY SERIOUS
on page 8

this incident raises
systematic  issue
regarding safety of
doctoracross India,

A bench headed by

Chief Justice D Y

Chandrachud, which had tak-
en cognisance of the incident,
(Cowited on page 5)

Tuesday came down heavily on
the West Bengal government
over delay in Ii| ing FIR in the

- SC constitutes 10-member task force to
2 formulate protocol for safety of doctors

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 {PTI)

OBSERVING that the safety and well-being of doctors is amatter of nation-
alinterest, the Supreme Court on Tuesday constituted a 1 0-member National
Task Force INTF) to formulate a protocol for ensuring their safety and secu-
rity in the wake of the rape-and-murder of & doctor in Kolkata. The task
farca will submit its interim report within thres weeks and the final raport
within two manths, the court said. A bench headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud said a lsck of institutional safety norms at medical

(boatd on page 5/




