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i spitals run by it in view of the ongoing = |

: protests by doctors demanding better sa.
: fety and security for healthcare workers
i followingthe Aug9 rape-murder of anon-
duty doctor at Kolkata’s R G Kar hospital.
- It has also directed these hospitals to
i deploy marshals for immediate security-
: related assistance, sources in the Union
i healthministry said on Monday,
H However, introduction of a new cen-
i trallaw to deal with violence against he-
i althcare workers wasn’t necessary, the so-
urces said. “Bringing a law based on the

! RGKar incident won't make huge diffe- -

. rence as this wasn’t a case of patient-doc-

- torviolence. Rapes and murders are cove-
red under existing laws,” said one of the
sources, Moreover, 26 states and UTs have
already passed legislations to protect me-
dics, the source pointed out. TNN
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As their strike entere h 8th day on Monda.
resident doctors of AlIMS set up a makeshift
OPD at their protest site outside Nirman Bha-
wan, which houses Union health ministry | P 2

» > parents of
Kol hosp victim, seeks

accused’s polygraph test

CBI team spent over six hoyprs 4 the :
andrecor-

/X houseof theR GKar victim
ded her family’s statements o Monday,

Later, the agency moved the coprt of

an additional chief judicial m
seeKing to conduct a polygraph test on 2.

cused Sanjay Roy, who the investigators
felt, wastryingtomisguidethembygiving
contradictory information, The victim’s

»TMC MP seeks arrest shield, p 11
»TMC MP warns striking docs, P 11
»EDIT PG: Only Laws Won't Protect

Doc rapes nurse at UP hosp

Adoctor Wwas arrested on Monday for al-
legedly raping a 20-year-old Dalit nur-
se who was on night duty at a private ho-
spital owned by him in UP’s Moradabad.
A ward boy and another nurse who alle-
gedly aided him in the crime were also ar-

rested. Police sealed the hospital. P13

family has been insisting Sanjay might

not be the real culprit, and even if hedid :

commit the crime, others were involved.
CBlislikelyto conducta psychological

autopsy of the deceased doctor —herfat- :
her gave the investigators photosof afew :
torn pages of her diary — to ascertain gfess
she was more distressed than usual prior :

toher rape-murderon Aug9. Pi1
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: and a petition moved

: up,
: tion, on Monday and vandali-
..} sed its offices In
: pearly two dozen parked vehi-
: clesof senior jour

: Dhaka: Police arrested on
: Monday former social welfare
minister and Awami Leaguejo-
: intgeneral secretary Dipu Mo-
: ni, who also has been foreign
. minister, while two more mur-
: der cases were filed against de-

posed PM Sheikh Hasina

a leading media organiseg-
Dhaka and

Dipu Moni had handled im-

portant responsibilities in Aw-
amileague
: al welfare minister in the last

govts. She was soci-

Hasina

Zovt, education minis--
terin thefourth Hasinacabinet
(till Jan 10, 2024), and foreign
minister in the second Hasina
cabinet (tillNov 20, 2013).

Moni is already facing a ca-
se in Chandpur, her constituen-
cy. On Aug15,acase in Chandp-
ur was filed against her and her

=, ¢ | brother, JR Wadud Ti-

l pu, forattackingthere-

: seeking a ban on Awami M 29 Sidence of Sheikh Far-
: Leagueand cancellation [B§ - id Ahmed Manik,
: ofits registration. 2 BNP'sdistrict prez.

Unidentified miscre- ~T 4 The drive against
: ants, meanwhile, attack- p; i ‘ 08 Awami League big-
: ed East West Media Gro- P wigsbeganwiththear—

rests earlier this month of She-
ikh Hasina’s former private in-
vestment and industry adviser,
Salman F Rahman, and her for-

ster for ICT, Zunaid Ahmed Pa-

x
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up occur
(local time). Sqme of the attefck

" ers were wearing m

journalist who witnessed the
attack. Around 100 people with
hockey sticks in their hands st-
ormed the offices of the media
group , the journalist added.
They chanted slogans, forced
open the main gate. Then they
broke into the office of Capital
FM Radio, part of the sameme-
dia group, and damaged tables,
computers, ACs, and other fur-
niture.Onthe wayout they van-
dalised 20-25 cars parked on the
premises. Apart from this, the
glass walls and doors of the bu-
ilding were broken. Kaler Ko-
nth, Bangladesh Pratidin, Dai-
ly Sun, BanglaNews 24, News 24
Channeél, T Sports, and Capital
FM Radio are housed in three
puildings of the media group.
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China’s Xi holds talks wi

BEUING, Aug 19 (PTI)

PRESIDENTXi Jinping Monday
called for"better management”
of differences belweer
and Vietnam over their mar-
itime disputes as he met
Vietnam's new top leader
To Lam here, amidst increas-
ing tensions in the disputed
South China Sea.

Justtwoweeksago, Lamtook
overasthe generalsecretaryof
the ruling Vietnamese
Communist Party, a powerful
post similar to one held by Xi,
who heads the ruling
Communist Party of China
(CPC) - the country’stop polit-
ical position.

Lam succeeded Nguyen Phu
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Vietnam's President
To Lam shake hands after a signing ceremony at the Great Hall

of the People in Beijing on Monday. (AP/PTI)

Xiunderscored thatat the erit-
ical stage of national develop-
mentandrevitalization, China

Trong, who died last month
after 13 years as leader.
Hosting Lam for crucial talks,
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op Vietnamese leader

and Vietnam should consoli-
date the development pattern
featuring higher political mutu-
al trust, more solid security
cooperation, deeper practical
cooperation, stronger public
support, closer multilateral
coordinationand cooperation,
and better management and
resolution of differences.

He welcomed Lam'’s State
Visit to China - his [irst foreign
trip after taking over power.

Xi said Lam’s gesture fully
reflects the great importance
the Vietnamese leader attach-
es to the relations between the
two communist parties and the
two countries, as well as the
high level and strategic nature
of China-Vietnam relations,



NEW DELHI, Aug 19 (ANI)

INDIAis set to celebrateits firs
National Space Day on August
23,2024,

In 2023, on this very day,
Chandrayaan3accomplished
the safe and soft landing of
Vikram Lander on the lunar
surface. India became the
fourth country to land on the
moon and the first toland near
the southern polar region of
the moon.

The UnionGovernmenthas

declared August 23rd as
“National Space Day" to cel-
ebrate theremarkable success
of the Chandrayaan-3
Mission, which accomplished
a safe and soft landing of the
Vikram Landerand deployed
the Pragyaan rover on the
lunar surface near the South
Pole. This achievement is
being celebrated across the
country with thegoal of engag-
ing and inspiring the younger
generalioninthe field ofSpace
(Contd on page 5)



NEW DELHI, Aug 19 (PTI)

ARMY chief General Upendra
Dwivedi on Monday held akey
meeting with his top generals
that focused on transforming
the 1.2 million-strong force in
line with the Government's
vision to make India a devel-
oped country by 2047.

The discussions centred
around modernisation of all
combat and logistics arms of
the Army as well as reorgani-
sation ofits headquarters, com-
mand headquarters, and oth-
er key formations to ensure
optimal efficiency and opera-
tional readiness of the force.

“The forum provided an
opportunity for the Indian
Army's topbrass tobrainstorm

Army chief General
Upendra Dwivedi

on strategic issues and sel the
direction for the Army’s trans-
formation over the next two

ades,” the Army said in a
stalement.

The meeting in Delhi also
extensively deliberated on
enhancing jointoperationsand
integration between the Army,
the Navy and the Air Force to
face the future challenges of
warfare, it said. It was the first
high-level meeting under
General Dwivedi's leadership
since he assumed the charge
as the Army Chief on June 30.

The meeting, whichwill con-
tinue through August 20, is
being attended by the General
Officer Commanding-in-
Chiefs (GOC-in-Cs) of the
Army’s 7 commands.

The focus of the discussion
was on charting the future
courseofthe Indian Armydur-

ransform
iksit Bharat’

ing the Amrit Kaal (the period
leading to centenary of India’s
independence) aligning with
the Government's vision to
make India a developed coun-
tryandasignificant global play-
er by 2047, the Army said.

It said discussionswere cen-
tred around ongoing transfor-
mational initiatives by the
Indian Army and its contribu-
tion towards achieving the
objective of 'Viksit Bharat'
(developed India) by 2047,

The senior leadership
engaged in interactive discus-
sions to define the Army's role
in the national vision.

In the meeting, General
Dwivedi exhorted all stake-
holders to promote
‘Atmanirbharta’ (self-reliance).



