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ed ' Bibi acknowledges pressure ﬁ‘orn
d  gllies in resuming

. st few aid EETIENT T A
| Tel Aviv: The first fow aid SRS Y g

ling : trucks have entered Gaza fol- 8
'II;E ! lowingnearly three monghs of s:j - .
Ha- ! Israel's complete blockadtsaf i@ Sl -
ted ! food, medicine and other su- A
na- : pplies, Israel and the UN said
Be- ! on Monday; as Israel acknow-
nt : ledged pressure from allies.
n- Five trucks carrying baby
>c- ! food and other desperately ne-
at- | eded aid entered the territory
- : of over 2 million Palestinians
2d ! via the Kerem Shalom crossi- 2
- ng according to the Israeli de- el .
2- : fencebodyinchargeof coordi- - : e :
> | natingaidtoGaza, COGAT.  Palestinians fight for donated food at a community kitchen in Jabaliz
s The UN called it a “welco- ot
1 : me development” but said far UK, France and Canada ﬂll'eaten acﬁon
: moreaid is needed. Food secu- . 4 2 S
| myemerslatweckwarned - agalnst Israel if Gaza offensive carries o
- i of famine in Gaza. During the 7
: latest ceasefire that Israel en- The leaders of Britain, France and Canada warned on Monday
: ded in March, some 600 aid that their countries would take action if Israel does not stop
: mucksentered Gazaeachday ~ arenewed military offensive in Gaza and lift aid restrictions.
: _ IsraeliPMNetanyahusaid “Thelsraeli govt's denial of essential humanitarian assistance
;s decision to resume limi- tothecivilian populationis unacceptable ang risks breaching
; ted, "basic” aid to Gaza came  International humanitarian law,” a joint statement released by
: after allies said they couldn’t the British govt said. “We Oppose any attempt to expand
: supportIsrael’s renewed mili-  Settlementsinthe West Bank... We will not hesitate to take
; 2y offensive if there are furtheraction,including targeted sanctions.” acencies
; mages of hunger” coming
from the territory, The UNhu- relsrael carried outa massive the world” had told him, “We

" manitarian chief, Tom Flet-

cher, said the first few trucks
WEre a “drop in the ocean of
What is urgently needed.” He
saidfourmore UN trucks were
Cleared to enter Gaza.

Israel over the weekend
launched a new wave of air
and ground operations across
Gaza, and the army ordered
the evacuation of its second-
largest city, Khan Younis, whe-

saaa
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------

operation earlier.

Netanyahu said Monday
Israel planson “taking contro]
of all of Gaza,” as well as es-
tablishing a new system to dis-
tribute aid that circumvents
Hamas. He has said Israel also
will encourage what he descri-
bes as the volunt

.......
---------------------

cannotaccept images of hung
er, mass hunger.” Netanyahu
said the situation was approa-
chinga “red line” and a “dang:
€rous point,” but it wasnot cle
ar if he was referring to the
crisis in Gaza or the potential
loss of support from allies
The statement appeared ak
med at pacifying anger in his
nationalist base at the deck
sion toresumeaid. ap__



' India, Maldives sign 15 MoUs

MALE, May 19 (PTI)

INDIA hassigned 13 MoUs with
theMaldivesforenhancing fer-
ryservicesintheisland nation
withan MVR 100 million giz
expanding mar Dnnec-
tivity and uplifting communi-
ty livelihoods.

The MoUssignedon Sunday
are for projects to be imple-
mentedunder theIndiangrant
assistance  scheme—High
Impact Community
Development Project (HICDP)
Phase III. The signing cere-
mony took place atthe Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, marking
another milestone in the ever-
strengthening partnership
between the two countries, the
Maldives’ Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said in a statement.

High Commissioner of India to Maldives G. Balasubramanian,
left, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Maldives Abdulla
Khaleel, centre, during signing of 13 MoUs between the two
countries for projects under the Indian grant assistance
scheme - High Impact Community Development Project
(HICDP) Phase lII. (PTI)

The 13 projects launched (about Rs 55,28,47,552), pri-
under this phase amount toa marily aimed at enhancing
total grant of MVR 100 million (Contd on page 5)
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India, Pak both ke
nelghbours, will

to maintain“ea
with both lndluami l’ukiatnn
and play a constructive role
inachievingafulland lasting
ceasefire, as well as in main-
taining regional peace and
stability, the Chinese foreign
ministry said on Monday,
Spokesperson MaoNing's
remarks came in response to
queries about the Beijing vis-
it of Pakistan foreign minis-
ter Ishaq Dar—thefirst high-
level Pakistani official to be

in China after the Islama-

bad’s military tensions with
New Delhi —and China'’s po-
sition on the conflict.

Asked about reports that
Chinamay have provided sat-
ellite and air defence support
to Pakistan during the con-
flict, the official said that
since tensions started to in-
crease between India and Pa-
kistan, China followed an
“objective and just position,
urged thetwo countriesto ex-
ercise calm and restraint,
andavoid escalation”.

“Both India and Pakistan
are China’s important neigh-
bours.Chinaattaches high im-
portance to its ties with both,
and is committed to fostering

an amicable, secure and pros-
perous neighborhood, the
principle of amity; sincerity,
mutual benefit and inclusive-
nessand thevision of ashared -
future..”Maosaid.

Dar, who arrived in Beij-
ingon Monday, is also expect-
ed to brief China about Pa-
kistan's position on India’s
decision to put the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty in abeyance.

On a question about Chi-
na's military aid to Pakistan
during the conflict, the offi-
cial said that the query
should be directed to compe-

tent authorities in the coun-

dismseﬂduringnm Vi

~ The Chinese air force has de. -
nied reports thatit is sending
waapansuppliestol’aldstan
ingcarguplsne. e E

BIP worlters ioin a Tlrlﬂﬁ Yatra
in Moradabad on Mondato
celebrate the Indian arm:d
forces for Operation Sinor

China speeds
up construction
of dam in Pak

Beijing: China 1as an-
nounced plans to a:celerate

work on a “flagshit’ dam in

Pakistan to ease prssureon
its all-weather ally,veeks af-
ter India placed the 1960 In-
dus Waters Treaty(IWT) in
abeyance followin; the Pa-
halgam terroratta®,accord-
ingtoamediarepot.

The state-ownid China
Energy Engineeriig Corpo-
ration has been wrking on
the Mohmand Hdropower
Project in Khyer  Pak-
htunkhwa provine in north-
western Pakistansince 2019.
The project was sheduled to
be completed nextyear.

On Saturday, sate broad-
caster CCTV rejrted that
concrete filling @ the dam
had started, markng “a criti-
cal construction milestone
and a phase of acelerated de-
velopment for tlis national
flagship project ¢ Pakistan”,
the Hong Kongfas Souﬂi
The Mohmard dam is'de-
signed to serveas a: ‘multi-




Want meeting of U 1
Russia, US,

Trump Says VatlcanLn

#lensky said on Monda
that Kyiv and its partners

were considering setting up a
meeting of the leaders of Uk-
raine, Russia, the US, EU co-
untriesandBritainaspartof a
push to end Moscow's war in
1 Ukraine. Spea-
king to repor-
ters in Kyiv af-
terholdingtwo
phone calls on
Monday with
US President
Donald Trump, the Ukrainian
president said he hoped the
meeting could happen as soon
as possible and that it could be
hosted by Turkiye, the Vatican
or Switzerland.

A source familiar with the
matter earlier said
spoke “for a few minutes” with
Trump before the US presi-
dent’s call with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. Kyiv has
said it is ready for a ceasefire
now while Moscow has said
conditions must be met first.

In his social media post,
Trumpsaid the Vatican, “as re-
presented by the Pope, has sta-

l )resident Volodymyr

tedthatitmﬂdhemyinter-

lastingpeaminUkmme."
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Putin and Trump spoke on phone after direct talks last week in
Turkiye between Moscow and Kyiv, the first since 2022

ested in hosting the negotia-
tions. Let the process begin!”
European leaders welco-
med Pope Leo XIV's readiness
to host the talks at the Vatican,
Italian PM Giorgia Meloni said
on Monday Meloni’s officesaid
Zelensky, French President
Macron and German Chancel-
lor Merz, spoke to Trump after
his call with Putin. “Work is
underway to immediately
start negotiations between the

ild the conditions for a jus

,Jﬁek

~ ce earlier repeated a warning

loni’soffice said in a statement.
“In this regard, the Holy Fat-
her’s willingness to host the
talks at the Vatican was consi-

dered positive. Italy is ready to
do its part to facilitate contacts
and work for peace,” the state-
mentadded.

Putin and Trump spoke af-
ter direct talks last week in
Turkiye between Moscow and
Kyiv, the first since 2022 in the
early monthsof Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, Talks last we-
failed toagree on a truce.
US vice-president JD Van-

Zelensky

Peace Negotlatlons

of positions, such as, for o :
ample, the principles of set/. :
ment, the timing of a possiyj, :
peaceamnent" Hesaidthy :

e :

gave “reason to believe thaty: :
are generally on the rigy :
track.” “The main thing for s :
is to eliminate the root causs :
of this crisis,” Putin said. ‘W
just need to determine te :
most effective ways to mowin- :

wards peace.”

He thanked Trump for su>
porting the resumption of &
recttalks between Moscowand |

Kyiv and said Trump noted
Russia’s support forpeace. fo-
ugh the key question was how
tomovetowards peace, Trump, :
who has promised to brinz? :
swiftend to Europe’s deadlist
war since WWII, has repeat=
ly called for a ceasefire a%
three years when Washingto
Jjoined other Western count’

es inarming Ukraine. gevress
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