Mithun Chakraborty to ge

NEW DELHIKOLEATA, Sept 30
(PTl

VETERAN actor Mithun
Chakraborty, star of films
such as "Mrigayaa', “Disco
Dancer”, und “Prem Pratigyn’,
wason Monday named recip-
ientof the DadasahehPhalke
Award, the Government’s
highest recognition in the
field of cinema.

The announcement was
made by Union Minister for
Information and
Rroadeasting Ashwini
Vaishnaw on X

This comes months after

Chakraborty, amemberofthe
ruling Bharativa fanata Party
(B]P), was awarded Pandma
Bhushan, the thir i
civilian honour, by the
Government of Indiu,
Congratulating
Chakraborty, Prime Minister
Narendra Modisaid the actor
is o "rulwml feon” admined
acroess generations,
“Delighted  that  Shri
Mithun Chakrabory Ji has
been conferred the presti-
gious Dadasaheb Phalke
Award, recopnising his unpar-
alleled contributions 1o
Indian cinema. He is a cul-

tural fcon, admired across
generations for his versatile
performances.
Congratulations and best
wishes 1o himn,” PM sald in a
poston X,

Vaishnay said
Chakraborty's remarkable
clnematic joumey “inspires
generations”. “*Honoured to
announce that the
Dadasaheb Phalke Selection
Jury hasdecided wawardleg-
endary actor, Sh. Mithun
Chakmabaorty 11 for his iconic
contribution 10 Indian
Cinema,” the Ministersaid in
the post,

Chakraborty, 74, sadd when
he got the news, his life kept
replayingin his mind, nelud
ing the initial struggle for food
and shelter, “T am shorl of
words: ltisan occasion which
reminded me of the past. |
went to Mumbal from
Kolkata. In Mumbai, | did not
have food and would some-
times sleep in the garden...
This kept replaying. After all
this, you get this huge hon-
our. | have no words. 1 can
anly say Idedicate thisaward
o my family and to fans al
over the world.

(Contd on page 3)




AFSPA extended in Manipur for six more months

IMPHAL, Sept 30 (PT1)

THE Government on Monday
extended the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA)
by another six months in
Manipur excluding 19 police
station areas falling under the
Imphalvalleyandaregion that
shares its boundary with
Assam. In a notification, the
State Government's Home
Department said the exten-
sionwill comeintoeffect from
October 1. “The State
Governmentis of the opinion

after analysing the prevailing
law and order situation in the
State that it is not expedieg

maintenance of law and
order,” the notification said.

The issue of declaration of
Disturbed Area status is very
sensitive and may likely
attract public criticism and
resistance if proper care isnot
taken, it said.

“The Governor of Manipur
hereby accords approval to

are the entire State of
lanipur excluding the areas
falling under the jurisdiction
of 19 police stations... as
Disturbed Area for a period of
six months with effect from
1st October” the notification
signed by Commissioner
{(Home) N Ashok Kumar read.

The police station areas
where the Disturbed Areas
have not been imposed
include Imphal, Lamphel, City,
Singjamei, Sekmai, Lamsang,
Patsoi, Wangoi, Porompat,
Heingang, Lamlai, Iribung,

Leimakhong, Thoubal,
Bishnupur, Nambol, Moirang,
Kakching and Jiribam.

The areas that have been
keptoutofthe purview of AFS-
PA are dominated by the
majority Meitei community.

The Disturbed area tag was
first withdrawn [rom the
Imphal Municipality areas in
2004 and was removed from
15 police stations in six dis-
tricts in April 2022, The dis-
turbed areawas removed from
other four police stations in
April 2023.




Army signs eighth roc

contract throu

NEW DELHI, Sept 30

IN LINE with the commitment towards
the Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative, the
Army on Monday signed the eighth
procurement contract through the
Innovations for Defence Excellence
(iDEX) platform.
TheaimofiDEXisto createan ecosys-
tem to foster innovations and encour-
age technological development in
defence and aerospace by engaging
research and development institutes,
academia, and industries and provid-
ing them funding and other support to
carry out R&D which has good poten-
tial for future adoption by Indian
defence and aerospace organisation.
Launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on April 12, 2018, dur-
ingthe Defence ExpoIndia, iDEXunder

ent
platform

the Defence Innovation Organisation
hasemerged asafront-runnerin estab-
lishing the right kind of contact with
startups andinnovatorsandhas gained
substantial traction in the defence start-
up community, the defence ministry
said in a statement.

The contract for procurement of
‘Generation of Quantum Secure Key
(Quantum Key Distribution)’ with
QuNu Labs was signed in the presence
of Lt Gen NC Raja Subramani, Vice
Chief of the Army Staff, at the South
Block here. “QuNu Labs had proposed
a 200 km single hop Quantum Key
Distribution in Open Challenge
2.0 under iDEX. It will replace the algo-
rithm-based encryption systems thus
enabling greater security as also 0pti~
mising manpower commitment,” the
statement said.



Israel launches small rai
Hezbollah across

BEIRUT, Sept 30 (AP)

ISRAELlaunched small ground
raids against Hezbollah as it
prepares for a larger ground
operationin Lebanon, officials
said Monday.

A US official said Israel has
informed the US about the
raids that are underway and
that Israel has not provided
timing on plans for a larger
operation. The UShasnot told
Israel to halt all of its opera-
tions in Lebanon and would-
n't do so as Washington sup-
ports Israel’s right to defend
itself, according to the official.

AWestern official, adiplomat

Hezbollah's
acting leader
Naim Kassem

vows to
continue
fighting

said an Israeli
ground operation
in Lebanon is
“imminent”. The
diplomatsaidlsrael
has shared its plans
with the United States
and other Western allies
and that the operationwill“be
limited". Bathofficials spokeon
condition ofanonymity due to
the sensitivity of the situation.
It was not clear il Israel had
made a final decision on a
broader operation. The Israeli
military did not comment,

Hezbollah vowed on
Monday it was ready
1o keep fighting even
aftermuchoflitstop
command, includ-
ing longlime leader
Hassan Nasrallah,
was recently wiped
out. Despite the heavy
blow Hezbollahhas suf-
fered in recent weeks, act-
ingleader Naim Kassem saidin
a televised statement that if
Israel decides to launch a
ground offensive, the group’s
fighters are ready. He said the
commanders killed have
already been replaced. "Israel
was nol able to affect our (mil-

inst

nese border

itary) capabilities,” Kassemsaid
inatelevised statement, the first
time any senior Hezbollah fig-
ure has been seen since
Nasrallah waskilled. “There are
deputycommandersand there
arereplacementsin caseacom-
mander is wounded in any
post.”He added that Hezbollah,
which fought Israel to a stale-
mate in their monthlong war
in 2006, anticipated “the bat-
tle could be long”.

A founding member of the
militant group who had been
Nasrallah's longtime deputy,
Kassem will remain in his act-
ing position until the group’s
leadershipelectsareplacement.



India Iogs 8% more
nce 2020

THE 2024 Southwest monsoon
season olfficially ended on
Monday, with India recording
934.8 mm rainfall, 108 per cent
ofthelong-periodaverageand
the highestsince 2020, accord-
ing to India Meteorological
Department data.
CentralIndia received 19 per
cent more rainfall than the
long-period average for the

orded 14 per cent more
than normal, and Northwest
India saw7 per cent more than
usual. Eastand Northeast India
registered 14 percentlessrain-
fall than normal, the data
showed.

The country experienced a
rainfall deficitof11 percentin
June, followed by an excess of
9 per centin July, 15.7 per cent
in August,and 10.6 per cent in

in than

September. In the 2023 mon-
soonseason, Indiahadrecord-
ed 820 mm rainfall, which was
94 .4 per cent of the long-peri-
od average of 868.6 mm.

The country logged 925 mm
of rainfall, 106 per cent of the
long-period average, in 2022;
870 mm in 2021; and 958 mm
in 2020. The IMD had predict-
ed above-normal rainfall (106
per cent of the long-period
average) for this year.



Air Chief Marshal A-P

with outgoing CAS Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari during
handing over of the command at Air headquarters, in New Delhi, on

Monday.

(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Sept 30 (PTI)

AIR CHIEF Marshal Amar Preet
Singh, an accomplished fight-
er pilot with more than 5,000
hours of flying experience, on
Monday assumed charge as
new chief of the Indian Air
Force, succeeding incumbent
Air Chief Marshal V R
Chaudhari.

Air Chief Marshal Singh was

serving as Vice Chief of the Air
Force in his previous assign-
ment. Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari retired from serv-
ice after helming the force for
three years.

Bornon October27, 1964, Air
Chief Marshal Singh was com-
missioned into the fighter pilot
stream of the Indian Air Force
in December 1984.

(Contd on page 3)



