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WASHINGTON, Jan 31 (PTI)

INDIAN-ORIGIN astronaut
SunitaWilliams has broken the
record for total spacewalking
time by awoman by logging 62
hours and 6 minutes of space-
walk. Williamsandher colleague
ButchWilmore, who have been
stranded on the International
Space Station (ISS) since June
2024, conducted a spacewalk
on Thursday.

Theduoventured outside the
ISS to remove degraded radio
communications hardware and
collect samples that may show
whether microorganisms exist
on the exterior of the orbiting
laboratory.
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Williams sets record by

logging 62 hours and
6 minutes of spacewalk

The spacewalk began at 7:43
am EasternTime (ET) and con-
cluded at 1:09 pm ET, lasting 5
hours and 26 minutes.
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It was the ninth spacewalk
for Williams and the fifth for
Wilmore.

“NASA astronaut  Suni
Willliams just surpassed former
astronaut PeggyWhitson’s total
spacewalking time of 60 hours
and 21 minutes,” NASA said in
a post on X.

She surpassed Whitson’s
record for total spacewalking
time by a female astronaut.
Williams now has 62 hours and
6 minutes of total spacewalk
time, fourth on NASA’s all-time
list, according to NASA.

In 2012, during a trip to the
ISS, Williams became the first
person to finish a triathlon
in space.



NEW DELHI, Jan 31 (PTD)

INDIA Inc on Friday half®® the
Economic Survey saying it expects
a stable macroeconomic environ-
ment and looks forward to ratio-
nalisation of the taxstructurein the
Budget to drive consumption
through higher disposable income.

Mostindustry experts agreed with
the survey's economic growth pro-
jection for India ranging from 6.3-
6.8 per cent for 2025-26, anticipat-
ing that Saturday's Union Budget
will provide an impetus to boost

consumption and investment
demand.
Harsha Vardhan Agarwal,

PresidentofFICCI, said, “It is heart-
ening to note the emphasis the
Economic Survey has placed on
‘deregulation’ and furthering the
agenda of ease ofdoing businessin
the country. The survey has high-
lighted that allowing businesses to
focus on their core mission is a sig-

nificant  contribution  that
Governments around the country
can make to foster innovation and
enhance compelitiveness.”

He further highlighted that reg-
ulatory reforms require active par-
ticipation of the State Governments,
and theirroleinimproving the busi-
ness climate in the country is
becoming increasingly important.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Director

General at CII, stated that the sur-
vey makes a comprehensive, in-
depth and far-reaching analysis of
current economic developments
which would be critical for well-
informed, evidence-based and
futuristic policy-making for “anew
India”.

“Thesurveyrightlyacknowledges
the role of the private sector in
nation-buildingand isforthrightin
its callforloweringthe cost of busi-
ness throughderegulationand'get-
ting out of the way of business' to
accelerate growth and create jobs
amidst a challenging global envi-
ronment,” he said.

Going forward, CII shared the
outlook articulated by the survey
on India's growth prospects by pro-
jecting a GDP growth rate in the
range of 6.3-6.8 per cent for 2025-
26 versus 6.4 per cent in the cur-
rentyearonaccountoffragileexter-
nal milieu and current state of
domestic demand.
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‘India must pull out all

the stops to att

NEW DELHI, Jan 31 (PTI)

INDIA must “pull
stops” and improve tax certain-
ty and stability to attract more
foreign directinvestments (FDI)
into the country, the Economic
Survey said on Friday.

[t said that despite the short-
term volatility in global markets,
triggered by factorssuch asinfla-
lionary pressures, rising interest
rates in developed economies,
and geopolitical tensions, the
long-term outlook for FDI in
India remains favourable.

Thecountry’srobusteconomic
fundamentals, ongoing struc-
tural reforms, and growing con-
sumer market position make it
a key destination for foreign
investments.

“One, we must pull out all the
stops wooing foreign direct
investment (FDI) and making
itself more attractive for foreign
investors. India has been doing
so,” the survey said.

“However, there is room to

FDI

rove tax certainty and tax sta-
bility in matters such as APA
(Advance Pricing Agreement),”
it added.

India has simplified many of
its laws, rules and regulations
over thevearsleadingtoaregime
shiftintermsoftheeaseoldoing
business.

“At the same time, all statuto-
ry and regulatory authorities
must bear in mind that interna-
tional investors benchmark
countries cross-sectionally and
not longitudinally. That will
determine the success of the
Government’s goalto make glob-
al companies produce in India
for theworld, makingIndiaapart
of the global supply chain,” it
added.

Foreign direct investment
(FDI) inflows into India have
crossed the USD one trillionmile-
stone in April 2000-September
2024 period, firmly establishing
thecountry’sreputationasasale
and key investment destination
globally.




Pace of work trlpled in Go

NEW DELHL Jan 31 (#T1)

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu
on Friday said the pace of work
has tripled in the thicd term of
her Government which has
worked with strong determi-
nation to lift the economy out
of the stateof "policy paralysis™,
Addressing both the Houses
of Parllament assembled
toget lerin e Lok Sabha chim-
ber, shesaid the nation waswit-
nessing major decisions and
policies being implemented at
an extraordinary speed, with
the highest priority given to the
poor, the middle class, the

youth, women, and frmers
"My Government isinfusing
new energy through unprece-
dented achievements in this
(Contd on page 5)
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Sonia Gandhi’s comments u'eate row

President Droupadi Murmu addresses the joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament an the first
day of the Budget Session, in New Delhi on Friday, Vice President and Rajya Sabha Chairman

Japdeep Dhankhar and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla are also seen.

(Sansad TV/PTI)

NEWDELHL [ 21 (L4NS)

THE Budget Session of
Parliament began on Friday
amidst a fresh controversy fol-
lowing remarkshyCongress MP
Sonia Gandhi about President

(Covitd on page 5)

Rashtrapati Bhawan flays comments

NEW DELHI, Jan 31 (PT])

CONGRESS leaders’ comments
on  President Droupadi
Murmu's  address 1o the
Pardinment are in poor taste,
unfortunateandentirely avoid-

able, the Rashirapiti Bhawan
said on Friday.

Inastatement, the Presidents
office said such comments hurt
thedignity of the high office and
therefore are "unacceptable’,

[(Contd on page 5)




B India a bright spot in
global manufacturing
despite persistent
geo-political tensions:
Economic Survey

NEW DELH]I, Jan 31 PTI)

INDIA'S economy is likely to
growat6.3-6.8 percent in2025-
26 on the back of strong macro-
economic fundamentals,
though strategic and prudent
policy management will be
required to navigate global
headwinds, said the Economic
Survey on Friday.

The GDP growth rate is esti-
mated to slip to 4-year low of
6.4 percentin thecurrentfinan-
cial year ending March 2025,
close to its decadal average.

The key pre-Budget docu-
ment also emphasised that the
country needs to grow at 8 per
cent for up to two decades to
become a developed nation or
Viksit Bharat by 2047,

Also, to achieve this growth,
the investment rate must rise to

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman poses for group
photo with Minister of State Pankaj Chaudhary and the full

Budget 2025-26 team after giving final touches to the Union
Budget, in New Delhi on Friday.

(PT)

35 per cent of GDP, up from the
current 31 per cent, and devel-
op the manufacturing sector
further and invest in emerging
technologies such as Al, robot-
ics, and biotechnology.

“The fundamentals of the
domestic economy remain
robust, with a strong external
account, calibrated fiscal con-

solidation and stable private
consumption. On balance of
these considerations, we expect
that the growth in FY26 would
bebetween 6.3 and 6.8 per cent,”
said the survey authored by a
team lead by Chiel Economic
AdvisorVAnantha Nageswaran.

Navigatingglobal headwinds
will require strategic and pru-
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dent policy management and
reinforcing the domestic fun-

damentals, it added.
Thesurvey noted thatasteady
growth trajectory shapes the
global economic outlook for
2024, though regional patterns
vary. The near-term global
growthisexpectedtobeashade
(Contd on page 5)




