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a “fair debat_e” on the conten-

tious issue of anti-corrup-

tion watchdog ‘Lokpal as-
suming jurisdiction to in.
quire into allegations of
taintagainsthigh court judg.
eseventhoughtheapex court
had formed a prima facie
view that this would be “dan-
gerous” for independence of
constitutional courts.
Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta protested strongly
against Lokpal assuming ju-
risdiction over high court
judges and told a bench of
Justices B R Gavai, Surya
Kant and A S (}lm.ﬂ:lls:‘te thlele
Jan 27 order of the full benc
led bYIokpdAtoM KhanthlI
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plaints against SC and HC
judges. Mehta said the Su-
premeCourtshould examine
only Section 14(1)(f) of Lok-
palAct, which formed the ba-
sisfor Lokpal's Jan 27 order,
Supreme Court Bar Asso-

* ciation president and senior

advocate Kapil Sibal said the
SC, in its 1991 judgment in the
Veeraswami case, had made
it mandatory to obtain the
CJI's consent before initia-
tion of proceedings againsta
constitutional court Jjudge.
“The law must be clarified to
ensure that complaints of
this nature (corruption and
misuse of office) are forward-
ed only to the CJI and not to
any otherauthority,” he said,
Lokpal’s order had come

on a complaint filed by a per-
Son accusing an HC judge of
influencing an additional
district judge and another

en to ‘fair debate’
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HC judge who were hearing
suitsfiled by the complainant
againstaprivate company.

However, Sibal said there
was a wider issue involved.
“What happens if a person
goes to a police station and
wants to file an FIR (for a
criminal act allegedly com-
mitted by an HC judge)? The
fundamental issue is wheth-
€r a complaint can be filed
againstSCandHCjudgesout—
side themechanism provided
under the Constitution and
theadditions made through
SC rulings. The court may
have to examine this issye |
inthiscase,” hesaid.

The SG said whether a
person could go to a police .
station to lodge an FIR did

‘notfall within the ambit and

scope of the issue arising
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SC said the

should not appear
one-sided & appointed
senior advocate Ranjit
Kummar - aﬂ'l contrary
to e

view for a fair debate
on the issue

from Lokpal's Jan 27 order
The procedure for lodging a
complaint against a consti-
tutional court judge was
provided in the Veeraswami
judgment, hesaid.

The bench agreed and
said it would examine the is-
sues relating to Lokpal’s ju-
risdiction to entertain com-
plaints against HC judges.
Justice Kant said the pro-
ceedings should not appear
one-sided and added that
there should be an amicus to
presentthecontrary view for
a fair debate on the issue. In

its order, Lokpal had clar-
ified that it did not have
Jurisdiction over SC judges.
The bench appointed senior
advocate Ranjit Kumar as
amicus and posted hearing
on the matter to April15.




India, France to
hold 4-day joint
Naval exercise’

THE Indian and French Navies
will participateinabilateral Naval
exercise ‘Varuna 2025, the
Ministryof Defence officials said
on Tuesday.

[t will be the 23rd edition of
the bilateral Naval exercise.

VARUNA, a testament to the
enduring maritime partnership
between India and France, is set
to take place from March 19 to
22. VARUNA-2025 will feature
advanced air defence drills and
lighterexercises, including mock
air-to-air combat between the
French Rafale-M and Indian
MiG-29K, designed to refine tac-
tical and operational capabili-
Lies.




ISLAMABAD, Mar 18 (IANS)

PAKISTAN'S violenceghit Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K .
Balochistan provinces continue
to witness a major acceleration
in targeted terror attacks
against security personnel with
clashes and counter-terrorism
operations also resulting in
casualties of militants over the
past 24 hours.

As per the latest details, fresh
clashes havebeenreported from
different parts of KP and
Balochistaninwhich policeoffi-
cials, constables, security
personnel and others have
been targeted in ambush
attacks, grenadeattacksandtar-
geted incidents,

Police sources said that a
policemanwaskilled and anoth-
er injured while at least six mil-

A paramilitary soldier examines
a damaged bus at the site of a
suicide bombing in Naushki, a

district in Balochistan province

on Sunday. (AP/PTI)

itants were killed in various
attacks in the KP province. In
KP's Bannu city, armed motor-
cyclists targeted the Lower Head
Constable (LHC) whilehewason
duty at the Miranshah road. The
attacks resulted in the death of
the constableeven astheattack-
ers escaped the scene.

TheKP policeand the Counter

Terrorism Department (CTD)

commandos also killed two ter-
rorists during an Intelligence-
Based Operation (IBO) in Bannu.

“Terrorists opened fire when
the policemen got close to their
hideout, leading to a gun battle
which lasted for half an
hour. The cops seized arms and
ammunition and  shifted
their bodies to a hospital,” said
a police official.

In Lakki Marwat area of KP,
police officials foiled a militant
attackonapolicestationin Serai
Gambila. Police sources con-
firmed that the attackers target-
ed the police station with light
and heavyweapons, adding that
the police official on duty foiled
the attack after a major gunbat-
tle with the terrorists which last-
ed 15 minutes.



