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NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday methere
his counterparts from various
countries including Sweden,
Irelandand Ghanaanddiscussed
ways to strengthen ties.

Theinteractions took place on
adaywhen the three-day Raisina
Dialogue -- India’s premier con-
ferenceon geopolitics and geoe-
conomics--began in the nation-
al capital. Jaishankar shared the
updates on his meetings in a
series of posts on X.

“Started the #Raisina2025
engagements, meeting DPM &
FM  @tlajon of Slovenia.
Appreciated her assessment, as
a current UN Security Council
member, of global challenges,”
the EAM said after meeting
Slovenian foreign minister Tanja
Fajon earlier in the day.

Healso met several otherlead-
ers during the course of the day,
including his Swedish counter-
part Maria M Stenergard and
Simon Harris, Tdnaiste (Deputy
Prime Minister of Ireland),
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade
and Defence,

“Pleased to meet FM
@MariaStenergard of Sweden
this morning. Discussed deep-
ening our engagement with the
EU," the external affairs minis-
ter posted on X.

“Warm greetings to Tdnaiste
& FM @SimonHarrisTD, the
Government and People of
Ireland on their National Day.
My recent visil provided an
opportunity torenew our bonds
andstrengthen ourties,” he wrote
in another post and also shared

Union External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a meeting with
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Sweden Maria M Stenergard, in

New Delhi.

(PTI)

erparts

a photograph.

Jaishankar also had a meeting
with the foreign minister of
Ghana."Agood meelingwith FM
@5_0OkudzetoAblakonsidelines
ol #Raisina2025. Explored oppor-
tunities to further our develop-
ment partnership and South -
South cooperation,” hewroleon
Xand also shared aphotooftheir
meeting. Jaishankar also men-
tioned in a separate post that he
mel with New Zealand batsman
Ross Taylor. “A Raisina bonus!
Pleasure to meet the great New
Zealandbatsman @RossLTaylor,"”
he said and also shared a photo
with him.

Slovenia bats for UNSGC reforms,
permanent seat for India

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (PTI)

SLOVENIA Deputy Prime
MinisterTanja Fajonon Monday
here expressed strong support
for reforms in the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) and India’s candidacy
for a permanent seat.
Following her meeting with
External Affairs Minister §
Jaishankar, Fajon, who is also
the country's foreign minister,
underscored the need for a
Security Council that reflects
the current geopolitical realities.
“We definitely support (a
UNSC reform),” Fajon told PTI
Videos. “Weneed to have a bet-
ter reflection of the current

geopolitical stand, be it in the
Security Council among non-
permanent members, but also
in the permanent members."

“If there will be a direction to
increase the number of mem-
bers, [ don't see the reason why
India wouldn't be at the 1able,”
she added.

The UNSChas five permanent
members -- US, China, Russia,
UK, and France. India hasbeen
a Council's non-permanent
member several times in the
past.

Fajon'svisil toIndia comesas
Slovenia prepares to assume a
non-permanent seat in the
UNSC.

During her discussions with

Jaishankar, the two leaders
spokeabout the Russia- Ukraine
warand instabilityin the Middle
East. “"We need strong allies to
protect peace and stability
around the world,” Fajon said.,

“We will hold political con-
sultationsin May in Delhi tosee
whether we can explore further
what the options are,” she
added, hinting at the defence
production in Slovenia by
Indian firms.

Fajons visit also comes amid
much frettingover US President
Donald Trump’s tariff policies,
which she warned could desta-
bilise the world economy.
“Trade wars are not beneficial
to any society.”

India, Philippines should accelerate negotiations
for trade deal: Top Filipino diplomat Manalo

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (PT1)

INDIA and the Philippines
should accelerate negotiations
for a preferential trade agree-
ment, Filipino Secretary for
Foreign Affairs Enrique Manalo
said on Monday.

In an address to Indian busi-

nessleadersat the FICCI, Manalo
also emphasised the “strategic
importance” of developing the
Philippines’ nickel sector with
Indian participation.

“The Philippinesistheworld’s
largest exporterofnickel ore with
exports valued at approximate-
ly USD 1.95 billion, chiefly used

in lithium-ion battery produc-
tion,” Manalo said.

Currently, nearly 98 per cent
of the Philippines’ exports go to
China, with Japan importingthe
remaining 2 per cent, he said.

“Wearequiteinterested tosee
India become a player in our
nickel sector, not just for export

diversification but crucially for
the processinganddevelopment
of a value chain,” he said.

“Indiaimportsabout USD707
millionworth ofraw nickel from
Russia, Norway, and Japan,”
Manalo noted, suggesting an
opportunity for supply chain
realignment.



Russia rejects possibl
of NATO peaceke

MOSCOW, Mar 17 (IANS)

RUSSIA has rejected the possi-
ble deployment of NATO peace-
keepers in Ukraine, suggesting
unarmed observers or a civilian
monitoring group sent there to
oversee a potential peace deal.

Discussions on peacekeeping
efforts in Ukraine remain pre-
mature and should only take
place after aformal peace agree-
ment has been reached, said
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Grushko in an inter-
view with Russian daily Izvestia
on Sunday.

Grushko emphasised that
NATO's involvement in peace-
keeping operations is funda-
mentally contradictory, Xinhua
news agency reported.

ATO and peacekeeping are
ntirely incompatible. The real
historyofthealliance consistsof
military operations and unpro-
voked aggression to assert its
globaland regional dominance,”
he said.

He reaffirmed Russia’s stance
that the deployment of NATO
forces in Ukraine -- whether
under the banner of the EU,
NATO, or individual national
forces -- would effectively place
them in the conflict zone, mak-
ingthemdirectparticipantswith
allthe consequences that entail.

As a possible alternative, he
said that an unarmed observer
missionor a civilian monitoring
group could be considered to
oversee certain aspects of a
potential peace deal.
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Putin, Trump talks
on Ukraine today

WASHINGTON, Mar 17 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said he would speak to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday as he push-
es to end the war in Ukraine.
TheUSleaderdisclosed the
upcoming conversation to
reporters while [lying from
Florida to Washington on Air
Force One on Sundayevening.
“We will see if we have
something to announce
maybe by Tuesday. 1 will be
speakingto President Putinon
Tuesday,” Trump said.
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CAIRO, Mar 17 (AP)

THE United States and Iran-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
are both vowing escalation
the US launched airstrikes to
deter the rebels from attacking
militaryand commercial vessels
on one of the world’s busiest ship-
ping corridors.

The Houthi-run Health
Ministry said the US strikes killed
atleast 53 people, including five
women and two children, and
wounded almost 100 in the cap-
italof Sanaaand other provinces,
including Saada, the rebels’
stronghold on the border with
Saudi Arabia.

“We're not going to have these
people controlling which ships
can go through and which ones

setiry of State Marco Rubio
told CBS on Sunday.

President Donald Trump on
Saturday vowed to use “over-
whelminglethal force” until the
Houthis cease their attacks, and
warned that Tehran would be
held “fully accountable” for their
actions.

The Houthis have repeatedly
targeted shippingin the Red Sea,
sinkingtwovessels, in what they
call acts of solidarity with the
PalestiniansinGaza, where Israel
has been at war with Hamas,
another Iranianally. The attacks
stopped when a Israel-Hamas
ceasefire took hold in January -

aday before Trump took office -
but last week, the Houthis said
they would renewattacksagainst
Israeli vessels after Israel cut off
the flow of humanitarian aid to
(Gaza this month.

There have been no Houthi
attacks reported since then.

The US airstrikes were one of
the most extensive attacks
against the Houthissince the war
in Gaza began in October 2023.

Trump's national security
adviser, Mike Waltz, on Sunday
told ABC that the strikes “actu-
ally targeted multiple Houthi
leaders and took them out.” He
didn't identify them or give evi-
dence. Rubio said some Houthi
facilities had been destroyed.
“We will confrontescalation with
escalation.”



{Left) Prime Minister Narendra Modi with New Zealand PM Christopher Luxon attends the inauguration

of the Raisina Dialogue 2025 in New Delhi on Monday. (Right) President Droupadi Murmu with New

Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon during a meeting, in New Delhi.

(PT1)

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (ANI)

NEW Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon on Monday
highlighted the long-standing
relationship between Indians

and New Zealanders, emphasis-
ing over two centuries of shared
history at the Raisina Dialogue
2025 in New Delhi.

He stated, “It ismore than 200
years since Indians and New

Zealanders began living side by
side... Just as they were 200 years
ago, ‘Kiwi-Indians’today are ful-
ly integrated into our multicul-
tural society.”

(Contd on page 5)

Enhance educational
cooperation between
India, New Zealand:
President Murmu

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (PTI}

CITING close and friendly relations
between India and New Zealand,
President Droupadi Murmu on
Monday said there isimmense poten-
tial forenhancing educational coop-
eration between the two countries.
Welcoming New Zealand PM
Christopher Luxon, she expressed
satisfaction about the growth of
bilateral trade and economic rela-
tions between the two nations,
including in the areas of customs,
(Cantd on page 5)




Tough negotiations result in hig savings

NEW DELHI, Mar 17 (IANS)

THE initial price offered by
France and Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) for
the three additional Scorpene
class submarines was Rs 75,000
crore but the Indian Ministry of
Defence negotiated very strong-
lv 1o get a discount of nearly Rs
40,000 crore from them.

The priceofthe submarinesis
now coming to be around Rs
36,000 crore and the discount
will result in mega savings for
projects of the Indian Navy and
other two defence services,

The price was jointly offered
by the MDL, Bharat Electronics
Limited and the French side.

The MoDaequisitionwing has
been indulging in tough negoti-

ations withvendorsand hasbeen
able to save crores of tax payers'
money.

was started duf
former Defence tary Ajay
Kumar'stime wherethe working
mantra was that every penny
saved in making more money
available for othermodernisation
projects for the armed forces.
India and France share robust
defence industrial partnership.
Last month, during their meet-
ing, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron stressed on
theearly launchofan R&D frame-
work through a Technical
Arrangement for cooperation in
defence technologies between
DGA and DRDO, thus further

Research and
enl parinerships.
addition, both leadersatthe
Summit also welcomed the ongo-
ingdiscussions between LOflice
National d'Etudes et de
Recherches Aerospatiales
(ONERA) and Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO) oidentifytechnologies
for R&D partnerships.
Recalling the deep and long-
standing delence cooperation
between Franceand Indiaas part
of the Strategic Partnership,
President Macron and Prime
Minister Modiat the last Summit
alsowelcomed thecontinuation
of the cooperation of airand mar-
itime assetsinlinewith theambi-
tious Defence Industrial
Roadmap agreed in 2024.

deepeni
Dev

Both leaders commended
progressin collaborationincon-
struction ol Scorpene sub-
marinesinIndia, including indi-
genisation, and in particularthe
work carried out with a view 1o
the integration of DRDO devel-
oped Air Independent
Propulsion (AIP) into P75-
Scorpene submarines and the
analyses conducied regarding
the possible integration of the
Integrated Combat System (1CS)
into the future P75-AS sub-
marines,

Both leaders welcomed the
commissioning of the sixth and
final submarine of the P75
Scorpene-class project, INS
Vaghsheer, on January 15, 2025.
Both sides welcomed the ongo-
ing discussions in missiles, hel-

corpene submarine deal

icopter engines and jet engines.
They also welcomed the excel-
lent cooperation between the
relevant entities in the Safran
group and their
Indian counterparts. Prime
Minister Modi also invited the
French Armyto takea doser look
at the Pinaka MBRL, emphasis-
ing that an acquisition of this
sysiem by France would be
another milestone in Indo-
French defence ties.

Inaddition, President Macron
welcomed thedecision toinclude
India as an observer to the
Eurodrone MALE
programme managed byOCCAR,
whichisanotherstep forward in
the growing strength of our part-
nership in defence equipment
programmes.



Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday
asked the Trump administra-
tion to take m&rng Jaeqon
against Sikhs ustice
(SEJ), which is banned in In-
dia for promoting secession-
ist and pro- i activ-
visitingUSdirectorof nation-
al intelligence Tulsi Gabbard.
' Singh told Gabbard that
the US should designate SFJ,
which was “linked” to Pakis-
tan and other terrorist/seces-
sionistoutfitsand undertakes
anti-India activities on Amer-

Indian dlplomacy seems to be finding new channels. On a day when PM
Modi joined US President Trump's social media platform, he also gifted
Tulsi Gabbard, US director of national intelligence, Gangajal collected
from Sangam during the just-concluded Maha Kumbh. Gabbard, who

obviously affects people ¢f

any other religion, other than

the one that they find accept- :
able, and they choose to carry :
this out with terror and very :

violent ways and means.”

Herremarksmarkastrong :
indictment of Mohammad Yu-
nus-led interim dispensation :
in Dhaka which had enjoyed :
supportfromthe Bidenadmin- :
istration. In her meeting with :
Singh, Gabbard reaffirmed :
the growingstrengthof theln- :

dia-US bilateral defence part-

nership, drawing from the :
joint statement issued after :
the recent Modi-Trump meet- :

follows thulsrn. presented Modi with a rosary made of sacred basil
ry for: I ﬁans_andotharshasheena
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China welcomes Modi’s
positive remart

‘Tango Betwee
Dragon & Jumbo
Only Right Choice’

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India and China
should be partners contribu-
ting to each other’s success
and a cooperative “pas de de-
ux” between the dragon and
the elephant is the only right
choice for the two countries,
Beijing said while welcoming

PM Modi’s posmve” remarks
in a podcast in which he had

~with all the passuonate oices here and engaglng m meamngful
i _
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As US Presudent Donald Trump shared PM Modl 3 podcast thh Lex
Fridman on Truth Social, the PM debuted on the social media platform,
posting a photo with Trump from the ‘Howdy Modi’ event in Houstonin
2019. ‘Delighted to be on Truth Social! Lookmg forward to interacting
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