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CHINA'S population fell last year
for the third straight vear, its
Government said on Friday.gpint -
ing to further demographic
lenges for the world's second most
populousnation, whichis now [ac-
ing bothan ageing population and
an emerging shortage of working
age people.

China’spopulationstood at 1,408
billion at the end of 2024, a decline
of 1.39 million from the previous
year,

The figures announced by the
Government in Beijing lollow trends
worldwide, but especially in East
Asia, where Japan, South Korea,
Hong Kengand other nations have
seen their birth rates plummet.
China three yearsago joined Japan
andmostofEaslern Europeamong
other nations whose population is
falling. The reasons are in many
cases similar: Rising costs of living
arecausing young people to put off
orruleoutmarriageandchildbirth
while pursuing higher education
and careers. While people are liv-
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HONG KONG, Jan 17 (AP)

CHINA'Seconomy expanded at
a 5% annual pace in 2024, slow-
er than the year before but in
line with Beijing's target of
“around 5% " growth, helped by
strong exports and recent stim-
ulus measures.

China’s economy expands 5% in 2024

In quarterly terms, the econ-
omy grew 5.4% in October-
December, the Government
reported Friday. Exports accel-
erated as companies and con-
sumers rushed to beat poten-
tial tariff hikes incoming
President-elect Donald Trump
may impose on Chinese goods.

inglonger, thats notenough tokeep
up with rate of new births.
Countries such as China that

allow very little immigration are
especially at risk. China has long
been among the world's most pop-

straight year

ulousnations, enduringinvasions,
floods and other natural disasters
tosustainapopulationthat thrived
on rice in the south and wheat in
the north. Following the end of
World War 11 and the Communist
Party's rise to power in 1949, large
families re-emerged and the pop-
ulation doubled in just three
decades, evenalter tens of millions
diedinthe Great Leap Forward that
soughtto revolutionise agriculture
and industry and the Cultural
Revolution thatfollowed afew years
later. After the end of the Cultural
Revolution and leader Mao
Zedong's death, Communist
bureaucrats began to worry the
country’s population was outstrip-
ping its ability to feed itsell and
began implementing a draconian
“one child policy.”

Thoughitwas never law, women
had toapply for permission tohave
a child and vielators could face
forced late-termabortions and birth
control procedures, massive fines
and the prospectoftheirchild being
deprivedanidentification number,
effectively making them
non-citizens.
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and Demchok. The terms of
the disengagement agree-
ments reached prior to 21 Oct

vant areas in eastern Ladakh.

derlined that the task of de-es- | ||
calation remains to be ad- 3 ]
dressed. So, if you take these
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trqdiction betweep wl_mt the Army no contradiction between the
chief, Upendra Dwivedi, had said this ° positions taken,” added the official.

week on disengagement with

China in eastern Ladakh and g%

external affairs minister S
Jaishankar’'s statement earli-
er in Parliament on the issue.

While MEA has maintained %
that disengagement at friction g

points Depsang and Demchok
has been completed, the, Army
chief had said there’sstilla “de-

gree of standoff” left between € o

“We do not see any contra-
diction between what the Ar-

my chief has said and the posi- |

tion that we have taken. EAM
had .made the position very
clear with regard to disengage-

ment. Where the Oct 21 understand-

MEA said Janshankar had also underlined the ‘task

of de-escalation remains to be addressed’

In his remarks, Dwivedi, describ-

ing is concerned, our objective has 'mg the situation in the region as sen-

. been to ensure patrolling, as in the
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sitive but stable, said the corps com-




Russian President Vladimir Putin and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian arrive to attend a meeting in an expanded format at the

Kremlin in Moscow, Russia on Friday.

(AP/PTI)

n sanctions

MOSCOW, Jan 17 (AP)

RUSSIAN President Vladimir
Putin and his Iranian counter-
part, Masoud Pezeshkian, signed
a broad cooperation pact on
Friday as their countries deep-
ened their partnership in the face

of stinging Western sanctions.

Russian and Iranian officials
say, the "comprehensive strate-
gicpartnership treaty” coversall
areas -- from trade and military
cooperation to science, educa-
tion and culture.

Putin praised the deal asa“real

breakthrough, creating condi-
tions for the stable and sustain-
abledevelopment of Russia, Iran
and the entire region.”

He said the amount of trade
and economic cooperation was
still insufficient, voicing hope
the new treaty will help clear
bureaucratic hurdlesand expand
ties.

The Russianleaderadded that
the countriesare trying toresolve
technical obstacles to advance
planned projects to ship Russian
natural gas to Iran and build
transport corridors to Iranian
ports in the Gull.

Pezeshkian said theprojectsare
feasible, adding thatexperts were
working to resolve the remain-
ing obstacles.

“We witness a new chapter of
strategic relations,” the Iranian
President said, adding that the
countries were set to expand
trade ties and also boost the“lev-
el of security cooperation.”






Israel security cabitie
greenlights Gaz deal

Full Cabinet Likely To Approve Ceasefire; Govt Publishes List Of

95 Palestinia Pnsoners

Jerusalem Israel's seCwify
: cabinet recommended approv-
: al Friday of a ceasefire deal af-
: ter PM Benjamin Netanyahu
: saidanagreementhadbeenre-
: ached that would pause the 15-
: month war with Hamas in Ga-
! zaandreleasedozens of hosta-
¢ ges held by militants there.
: Mediators Qatar and US
: announced the ceasefire Wed-
. nesday, but the deal hung in
. limbo for more than a day as
Netanyahu insisted there were
last-minute snags he blamed
on Hamas. The militants ma-
intained they were “committ-
ed” to the deal, while residents
of Gaza and families of the ho-
stages anxiously waited to see
whether it would materialise.
The deal now goes to the
full cabinet of morethan 30mi-
nisters for final sign-off. It is
to approve the cease-
fire, which could start as soon
. as Sunday, even though it has
. drawn resistance from Netan-
. yahu’s farright coalition part-
| ners. Their objections could
i Fighting continued into
: Friday, and Gaza’s health mi-
¢ nistry said 88 bodies had arri-

masRERRREE ""_‘Q’t‘!“lpi RS

ved at hospitals in the past 24

igible To Be Freed, Starting Sunday

FAR-RIGH‘I' PRO‘I’EST Hundreds of far -right demonstraturs blocked
roads in Jerusalem on Thursday in protest of the provisional ceasefire
agreement. They were seeking to pressure Israeli govt to reject the deal

ay and the first hostages could
be freed then too. The Israeli
justice ministry published a
list of 95 Palestinian prisoners
who are to be freed starting
Sunday as part of the first ex-
change. “Releaseis...subject to
governmentapproval,” it said.

Under the deal, 33 of some
100 hostages whoremain in Ga-
7a aresetto bereleased over six
weeks in exchange for hundr-
eds of Palestinians imprison-
ed by Israel. Israeli forces will
pull back from many areas,
thousands of Palestinians wo-
uldbe ab]e to return to what's

uocinlmedia site X:

the first phase of the deal, but
those havenow beenresolved. :
The Egyptian official ad-
ded that an Israeli delegation
from the military and Israel’s

Shin Bet internal security ag-

encyarrivedin CairoFridayto :

discuss the reopening of Ra-
fah crossing, a key link betwe- :

en Gaza and Egypt. An Israeli :
official who also spoke on con- :
dition of anonymity confir. :
med a team was going to Cairg,

OnThursday, Israel's harg. :
line national security minist. :
er, Itamar Ben-Gvir, threaten. :
edtoquitthegovtlflsmelmp. :

and there. ;rowdtheﬂaaseﬂm

“If the ‘de-
We will leave the go-
1aheavy heart.” :




