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programme, It really heart-
ening to see that on

Commission’s request, differ-
ent institutions, influencers

and celebrities having signifi-
cant reach are working enthu-

siastically on pro-bono basis,”
Chief Election Commissioner

Rajiv Kumar said.

Atotal of 379 seats across 23
States and Union Territories
have voted in the first four
phases of elections.

A high voter turnout,
Kumar felt, would be a mes-
sage from Indian voters to the
world about the strength of
Indian democracy. He urged
voters to cast their ballot in
huge numbers, as voting day
is not a holiday but a day of
pride to participate in the les-
tival of democracy.

The poll panelalsolisted out
outreach eflorisundertaken by
various privateand publicbod-
ies to enhance voter partici-
pation in the elections,

Banks, post offices, private
entitiesandtelecom platforms
areusingtheirpublicinterface
to encourage registered volers
to tum up at the polling sta-
tions on various voting days
and cast their vote,
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Diaspora Jews,
Palestinian Israelis, and
Turkish Kurds have
more in common than
meets the eye. The
similarities in how the
three minority
communities define
themselves offer
insights into what will
make either a one- or
two-state solution to
the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict viable,
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IASPORA  Jews,
Palestinian
Israelis, and
Turkish  Kurds

have moreincom-
mon than meets the eye. T
similarities in how the

estinian conflict viable. To
be sure, it's hard to see, amid
the Gaza carnage and Israel’s
blinded and traumatised view
of future relations with the
Palestinians, how the two com-
munities could live with each
other or side by side.

Yet, neither hasa choice. The
alternative is continued vio-
lence, repression, and destruc-
tion that will onlyescalate. What
is clear from a comparison of
Diaspora  Jewish, Israeli
Palestinian, and Turkish
Kurdish attitudesis that respect
for national, religious,and com-
munal identity coupled with
equal rights and economic
opportunity are prerequisites
for peacelul coexistence.

The validity of that maxim is
evidenced by the fact that a
majority of Israeli Palestinians
and Turkish Kurds would
remain residentin eitherlsrael
or Turkey, even if a Palestinian
or Kurdish state were to be
establishedin Israeli-occupied
territory or carved out of Iraq,
despitediscriminationand the
limitingorrepressionofl expres-
sions of their national identity.

Similarly, a majority of
Diaspora Jews, despite rising
anti-Semitismandirrespeclive
of whether they support or
oppose Israeli policies and the
Gaza war, want a Jewish state
to exist but have no intention
of uprooting their lives and
moving o Israel.

Acknowledgingthe parame-
ters of Diaspora support for
Israel, Israelis have long joked

fll fight
" Opinion polls
identity among
tianlsraelisand Turkish
rds tell a similar story. A yet-
to-be-published survey by
Rawest, a research and polling
outfit based in Turkey's major-
ity Kurdish south-eastern
province of Diyarbakir, found
that enly 22 per cent of the
country’s Kurds, who account
for 20 per cent of the popula-
tion, favoured breaking away
fromTurkey to create an inde-
pendent Kurdish state.
Similarly, the survey, quoted
in an email by Al-Monitor
reporter Amberin Zaman,
reported that only 9.7 per cent
preferred exclusively Kurdish-
language curricula in educa-
tionasopposedto44.1 percent
who advocated a bi-lingual
Turkish and Kurdish language
system. A majorily identified
themselves primarily as
Muslims, while 67.4 per cent
said their Kurdish identity was
strong. Even so, only nine per
cent defined themselves as
Kurdish nationalists.
Counterintuitively, an Israel
Democracy Institute poll in
November concluded that the
number of Palestinians with
Israelicitizenship, who feel they
are partofthe State of Israel had
risendramaticallysinceHamas'
October 7 attack and Israel’s
Gazawar. Palestinians account
for about 20 per cent of Israel's
population. In the poll, 70 per
cent of Palestinian Israelis said
they had a sense of solidarity
withlsrael, a20-yearhigh, com-
pared to 48 per cent in a sur-
vey conducted six months ear-
lier. A separate survey con-
ducted by ‘The Center for a
Shared Society at Givat Haviva'
concluded that 55 per cent of
Palestinian Israelisbelieved that
adesiretolivein peace orafeel-
ing of shared destiny had pre-
vented inter-communal vio-

that “New York

lence from erupting since
Octoberasopposed to the vio-
lenceduringthe 2021 Gazawar.
A third survey conducted by
Hebrew University researchers
days after the October attack
showed that 66 per cent of
Palestinian Israelis supported
Israel’s right to defend itself.
Fiftypercentsaid Hamas'attack
that primarily targeted civilians
was “contrary to the values of
Islam.” Like Palestinian Israelis,
Jews feelless secure. Sixty-three
per cent of American Jews said
their place in American socie-
ty had become less secure, a 22
percent increase compared to
ayearearlier, accordingtoasur-
vey commissioned by the
American Jewish Committee.

Forty-six per cent said they
took precautions or avoided
posting content online, wear-
ing clothing that would identi-
fythemas Jews, orgoingtocer-
tain places out of concern for
their safety.

Even so, 62 per cent of
American Jews polled onbehalf
of the Jewish Federations of
NorthAmericasaid they “some-
times find it hard to support
actions taken by Israel or its
Government” and 45 per cent
expressedan unfavourable view
of the Israeli Government,

Yet, 72 per cent noted that
“in general, Israel makes me
proud to be Jewish."
Questioned whether “the anti-
Israel climate, on campus or
elsewhere, has lorced me to
hide my Jewish identity,” 62.2
per cent said this too did not
describe their experience, and
10.9 per cent said they didn't
think there is an anti-Israel cli-
mate. The poll elicited similar
results when it asked respon-
dents whether “the anti-Israel
climate, on campuses or else-
where, has damaged my rela-
tionships  with  friends.”
(IPA/By arrangement with the
Arabian Post)




IAF expected to get fi
Mark1A fighter at

NEW DELHI, May 16 (ANI)

IN A significant deve
the first LCA Mark 1A fi
aircraft is expected tobe deliv-
ered to the Indian Air Force by
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited by July this year.

The aircraft was earlier
expected to bedelivered to the
IAF in the February-March
timeframe but a short delay
happeneddue totechnical rea-
sons.“The Indian Air Forceand
the public sector HAL have
recently reviewed the LCA
lighter project and it is now
expected to bedelivered to the
forcebyJuly thisyear,” defence

offigiel®
he HAL carned out the first
flight of the fighter last month
and a number of other inte-
gration trials would be com-
pleted in the next few weeks
before itis delivered to the IAF,
theysaid. Theindigenous fight-
er aircraft induction into the
force will be a major stepinreal-
ising self reliance in the mili-
tary sector and the Prime
Minister may also be invited
on the occasion, the officials
said. The LCA Mark 1A project
was conceptualised after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi took
charge. One order worth Rs
48,000 crore for 83 planes has

CA

raft by July

already beenplaced and anoth-
er one expected to be worth Rs
65,000 crore is going to be
placed for 97 planes by the end
of this financial year.

The Defence Ministry has
already issued a tender to
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), for thepurchase
0f97 made-in-India LCA Mark
1A fighter jets. This tender is
thelargest order forindigenous
military hardware ever to be
placed by the Indian
Government. Recently issued
bythe DefenceMinistry to HAL,
the company has been givena
three-month timeframe to
respond.



Aid to flow into Gaza
ages on

WASHINGTON, May 16 (AP)

THE US military fif§
installing afloating pier fo
Gaza Strip on Thursday, with
officials poised to begin ferry-
ing badly needed humanitar-
ian aid into the enclave
besieged over seven monthsof
intense fighting in the Israel-
Hamas war.

The final, overnight con-
struction sets up a complicat-
eddelivery process more than
two monthsafter USPresident
Joe Biden ordered it to help
Palestinians facing starvation
as food and other supplies fail
to make it in as Israel recently
seized the key Rafah border

rder. Fraughtwithlogistical,
weather and security chal-
lenges, the maritime route is
designedto bolster theamount
of aid getting into the Gaza
Strip, but it is not considered
a substitute for far cheaper
land-based deliveries that aid
agencies say are much more
sustainable. The boatloads of
aid will be deposited at a port
facility built by the Israelis just
southwest of Gaza City and
thendistributedbyaid groups.

US troops will not set footin
Gaza, American officials insist,
though they acknowledge the
danger of operating near the

nas

war zone. Heavy [ighting
between Israeli troops and
Palestinian militants on the
outskirtsof Ralahhasdisplaced
some 600,000 people, a quar-
ter of Gaza’s population, UN
officials say. Another 100,000
civilians have fled parts of
northern Gaza now that the
Israeli military has restarted
combat operations there.

Pentagon officials said the
fighting in Gaza wasn't threat-
ening the new shoreline aid
distribution area, but they have
madeit clear thatsecurity con-
ditions willbe monitored close-
ly and could prompt a shut-
down of the maritime route,
even just temporarily.



No exception made i

iriwal: SC

NEW DELHI, May 16 (PTI)

THE Supreme Court
Thursday steered clear o

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
ingrantinghiminterim bail for
campaigning in the Lok Sabha
polls but said “critical analysis
ofthe judgement is welcome”.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and Dipankar Datta
refused to consider claims and
counter claims by advocates
for the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and Kejriwal
on statements related to grant
of interim bail to the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) national
convenor.

“We have not made any
exception foranybody. We said
in our order what we felt was
justified,” the bench said.

Appearing for the ED,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
objected to Kejriwal’s speech-
es in poll rallies that if people
voted for AAP, he would not
have to go back to prison on
June 2. “It is his assumption,
we cannot say anything,” the
bench told Mehta.

It added, “Our order is very
clearaboutwhenhehastosur-
render. It is the order of the
Supreme Court.Therule oflaw
shall be governed by thisorder.”

Mehta alleged that Kejriwal
hadviolatedthebailcondition
by his assertion.

“Whalt is he trying to imply?
It is like a slap on the institu-
tion,” the Solicitor General said.

Justice Khanna said the
courtsorderisclearthat he has
Lo surrender on June 2.

“We have not said anything

Kejriwal, AAP to
be named in
supplementary
chargesheet: ED

NEW DELHI, May 16 (IANS)

ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) will soon file a supple-
mentary chargesheel in a
money laundering case
linked to the alleged Excise
Policy scam arraying Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and AAP as an
accused, Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) S V Raju
informed the Supreme
Court on Thursday.
Opposing the plea filed
by Kejriwal against arrest,
ASG Raju apprised a bench
of Justices Sanjiv Khanna
and Dipankar Datta that a
prosecution complaint
againstAAPandits National
Convenor is in the pipeline
and will be soon lodged
before the special court.

ranting

in the order that he cannot
speak about the case,” the
bench said.

Without naming Home
Minister Amit Shah, senior
advocate Abhishek Singhvi,
who was appearing [for
Kejriwal, referred to an inter-
view where he said many
believe the court accorded
“special treatment” to the AAP
leader.

Thebench told Singhviitwill
not go into that.

The senior lawyer denied
that Kejriwal had made any
statement about having to go
back to jail if people did not
vote for his party. Singhvi said
he can swear an affidavit to
that effect.

The top court was hearing
Kejriwal's plea against hisarrest
bythe Enforcement Directorate
in a money laundering case
stemming from the alleged
excise scam.

On May 10, the apex court
had granted Kejriwal interim
bail till June 1, the last day of
the seven-phase Lok Sabha
elections, and directed him to
surrender and go back to jail
on June 2.

The DelhiChiefMinisterwas
arrested on March 21.

The court had, however,
barred Kejriwal fromvisiting his
office or the Delhi secretariat,
and signing official filesunless
absolutely necessary for
obtaining the lieutenant
Governor’s approval.

Thematterrelatestoalleged
corruption and money laun-
dering in the formulation and
executionofthe Delhigovern-
ments now-scrapped excise
policy for 2021-22.



PoK an inseparable part

will come back to

NEW DELHI, May 16 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on
Thursday said that Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) is an
inseparable part of the coun-
try that will eventually come
back to India.

Reacting to the growing
unrestand continuedviolence
that is taking place in PoK, he
said that thereis nodoubt that
people in PoK have been
watching and getting affected
with the massive development
that has been taking place in
Jammu and Kashmir over the
last few years. “People in PoK

ingthe positive changes
ross the Line of Control and
theyareasking themselves that
if things are like that, thenwhy
are we suffering and why are
we accepting this kind of mis-
treatment? So, they are
undoubtedly getting affected
byall this.We would love to see
where this goes,” said EAM
Jaishankar while speaking at
‘Vishwabandhu Bharat’ inter-
actioninNashik, Maharashtra.

Complete chaos prevails in
PoK’'s Muzaffarabad whichhas
been rocked by violent protests
as the locals, fed up with the
rising inflation and high elec-
tricity bills, continue to clash

dia, it

a: Jaishankar

with police over the past many
days. “PoK is a different cate-
gory because eventually, PoK
is India and it will come back
to India, Idon’t thinkwe should
ever have any doubt about it.
Pakistan hasalot ofother prob-
lems, includingin Balochistan
andvarious other parts as well,”
commented the  EAM.
Pakistan’s economic woes (0o
continue to dampen its credi-
bility amid fears of a complete
meltdown, he said.

“Because, this policyofcon-
tinuously going against India,
today has brought Pakistan
down to where it is,” stated
Jaishankar.



PEAGE, STABILITY TO RETURN

During Putin’s visit, Xi'hints at political

settlement to

BEUJING, May 16 (PTI)

CHINESE Provsdgy
Jinping on Thursday hinted
at a political settlement to
end the Ukraine war, saying
he expects peace and stabil-
itywillreturnto the European
continent, shortly after his
talks with Russian counter-
partVladimirPutinasthe two
leaders vowed to counterany
attempt by the US to hinder
their strategic ties.

A joint statement issued
after Putin-Xi talks said that
both sides believe that for “a
sustainablesettlement of the
Ukrainian crisis, it is neces-
sary to eliminateits root caus-
es.” Putin received a grand
welcome upon his arrival
here earlier in the day on his
first foreign visitafter winning
the fifth term in office in
March for wideranging talks
with Xito reset the burgeon-
ing China-Russia strategic
ties for future.

“China hopes that peace

i
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(R) Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President
Vladimir Putin attend a signing ceremony in Beijing, China on

Thursday.

(AP/PTI)

andstabilitywillreturnto the
European continent at an
early date, and stands ready
to play a constructive role to
this end,” Xi said at a joint
press conference with Putin
after their talks.

In a veiled criticism of the

US, which is pressuring
Beijing to end its strategic
ties with Russia, the joint
statement said relations
between China and Russia
do not target any third coun-
tries, therefore they will

(Contd on page 5)




