No need to teach about riots, demolitioniin

schools: NGERT chiefi after textbook Pevisicns

H By Gunjan Sharma
NEW DELHI, June 16 (PTI)

REJECTINGaccusations of saf-
fronisation of school curricu-
lum, NCERT s directorhas said
that references to Gujarat riots
and Babri masjid demolition
were modified in school text-
books because teaching about
riols “can create violent and
depressed citizens."

In an interaction with PTI
editors at the agency’s head-
quarters here on Saturday,
National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) director
Dinesh  Prasad  Saklani
said the tweaks in textbooksare
part of annual revision and
should notbe a subject of hue
and cry.

Asked about references to
Gujarat riots or Babri masjid
demolition being tweaked in
NCERT textbooks, Saklanisaid,
“Why should we teach about

riots in school textbooks? We
wanltlocreate positivecilizens
notviolentanddepressedindi-
viduals”,

“Shuuld we teach our stu-

becn nffenswe, g
hatred ifgpciety gg#come
victim of hd s that edu-

cation’s purpose? Should we
teach about riotstosuch young
children... When they grow up,
they canlearnaboutitbutwhy
school textbooks. Let them
understand what happened
and why it happened when
they grow up. The hue and cry
about the changes is irrele-
vant,” he said.

The comments by Saklani
come at a time when new text-
books havehitthe marketwith
several deletionsand changes.
The revised Class 12 political
science textbook doesnot men-
tion the Babri masjidbutrefers
to it as a “three-domed struc-
ture”. Ithaspruned the Ayodhya

e Court judgement that
paved the way for the con-
struction of a Ram temple at
the site where the disputed
structure once stood belore it
was torn down by Hindu
activistsin December 1992, The
Supreme Court verdict was
widely accepted in the coun-
try. The consecration of the
Ram idol in the temple was
performed on January 22 this
year by the Prime Minister,
“We wanl to create positive
citizens and that's what is the
purpose of our textbooks. We
cannot have everything in
them. The purpose of our edu-
cation is not to create violent
citizens ... Depressed citizens.
Hatred and violence are not
subjects of teaching, they
should not be focus of ourtext-
books,” added Saklani.

He hinted that the same hue
and cryis not madeabout 1984
anti-Sikhriots notbeingintext-
books.

The latest deletions in the
textbooks include: BJP’s ‘rath
vatra' fromSomnath in Gujarat
to Ayodhya; the role of kar
sevaks; communal violence in
the wake of the demolition of
the Babri masjid; President’s
rule in BJP-ruled states; and
the BJP’s expression of “regret

over the happenings at
Avodhya”.
“If Supreme Court hasgiven

averdictin favourof Ram tem-
ple, Babri masjid or Ram jan-
mabheomi, should it not be
includedinour textbooks, what
is the problemin that?We have
included the new updates. If
we have constructed new
Parliament, should our stu-
dents not know about it. It is
ourduty toinclude theancient
developments and recent
developments,” he said.



NEW DELHI, June 6 (PTI)

INDIA on Sunday refrained
from associating itself withany
communique emerging from
a Ukraine summit for peace
hosted by Switzerland and
asserted that it will remain
engaged with all stakeholders
to facilitate a peaceful resolu-
tion to the Ukraine conflict.
Pavan Kapoor,
Secretary(West) in the Ministry
of External Affairs, represent-
ed India at the Summit on
Peacein Ukraine that was held
at a resort near Luceme in
Switzerland on June 15 and 16.
Thesummit concludedwith
dozens of countries throwing

e
—
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the Ukraine peace
summit in Buergenstock, Switzerland.

(AP/PTI)

their support to Ukraine’s “ter-
ritorial integrity” and calling
for talks among all parties to
find a lasting solution to the
conflict. “The Indiandelegation
attended the Opening and
ClosingPlenary Sessions of the

Summit. India did not associ-
ale itself with any commu-
nique/document emerging
from this Summit,” the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) said.

“India’s participation in the
Summit, as well as in the pre-

ceding NSA/Political Director-
level meetings based an
Ukraine’s Peace Formula, was
in line with our consistent
approach to facilitate alasting
and peaceful resolution to the
conflict through dialogue and
diplomacy,” it said in a state-
ment. The MEAsaidIndiacon-
tinues to believe thatsuchares-
olution requires a sincere and
practical engagementbetween
the two parties to the conflict.

“Inthisregard, Indiawill con-
tinue to remain engaged with
all stakeholdersas well as both
the parties to contribute to all
earnes{ efforts to bring about
an early and abiding peace,” it
said.



NEW DELHI, June 16 (IANS)

'ANINDIAN Air Force (IAF) ¢
Air Fmo Base, Aluh

ingent participated in Exercise Red Flag 2024 conducted at Eielson
ie United States Air Force, fnm June 4-14. Tlm was the mml ull

itness ticipation of the Indian Air Force along with the Republic of
ce MFI. lill al Air Force (RAF) of the United Kingdom, Royal Ilthurlnnﬁm
‘Force (RNLAF), German lllf'l!llﬁo and the US Air Force (USAF). -
“IAF cuntmgnnt participated with the Rafale aircraft and personnel compﬂﬁgt aircrew
nicians, engineers, controllers and subject matter experts. The transatlantic ferry of Rafale fi
er aircraft was enabled by the IL-78 Air to Air Refuellers (AAR), whilethe transportation ofy
sonnel and equipment was undertaken by the C-17 Globemaster aircraft,” the Ministry of Defence
said on Sunday.
The contingent landed

USAF base in Alaska on May 29.
N (Contd on page 5)
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NEW DELHI, June L6 (Apencies)

UNION Home Minister Amit Shah,
on Sunday, directed security forces
tocrushgrowing terrorism in Jammu
division, wipe it out frem Jammu &
Kashmir and ensure completesecu-
rity for the upcoming annual
Amarnath Yatra,

Shah on Sunday directed securi-
Ly agencies o implement area dom-
ination and zero-termor plans in the
Jammu division like they did in
Kashmir to achieve success,

He also said the Narendea Modi
Government is committed to sed an
example by cracking down on ter-
rorists in Jammu and Kashmir
through innovative means.

These were conveyed to officials
by the Home Ministeral a high-lev-
el meeting convened to review the
security situation in Jammu and
Kashmir in the wake of the recent
terrorist attacks in the Union
Territory, sources said,

Shahdirected theapencies w repli-
catein the Jammu division the suc-
cesses achieved inthe Kashmirballey
through the area domination plan
and the zero-terror plan, they said.

Shah directed security forees to
crush the emerging terrorism in the
Jammu division of the Union
Territory and prevent s revival in
J&K while ensuring complete secu-
ritvfor the upcoming Amamath Yatra

(Contd on page 5}

Union Home Ministar Amit Shah chairs a high level meeting to review security
situation in JEK in New Delhi on Sunday. NSA Ajit Dovai and
JEK Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha are also seen.

(PTH)
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Nitin Gadkari to chair
review meeting today
SRINAGAR, June 16 (1ANS)

UNION  Minister Tor  Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari is scheduled to chair a
high-level meeting here on
Monday 1o review the progressof
varinus developmental projects
in Jammu & Kashmir, officials

said on Sunday
Among the matters 1o be dis-
cussed will be Amarnath Yalra
track  and  Jammu-Srinagar
(Conid on page 5)




JERUSALEM, June 16 (AP)

ISRAEL'S military announced on
Sunday that it would pause fight-
ing throughout daytime hours
alongaroute insouthernGaza lo
free up a backlog of humanitari-
anaiddeliveriesdestined fordes-
perate Palestinians enduring a
humanitarian crisis sparked by
the war, now in its ninth month.

The"tactical pause” announced
by the military, which applies to
about 12 kilometres (7.4 miles) of
road in the Rafah area, falls far
short of a complete cease-fire in
thebeleaguered territory thathas
been sought by the internation-
al community, including Israel’s
top ally, the United States. If it
holds, the limited haltin fighting
could help address some of the
overwhelming needs  of

em Shalom crossing, the main

entry point for incoming aid

Palestiniansthat have surgedeven
more inrecent weeks with Israel's
incursion into Rafah.

The army said the pausewould
begin at 8 am (0500 GMT) and
remain in effect until 7 pm (1600
GMT). It said the pauses would
take place every day until further
notice.

The pauseis aimed at allowing
aid trucks to reach the nearby
Israel-controlled Kerem Shalom
crossing, themainentry pointfor
incomingaid, and travel safely to

the Salah a-Din highway, a main
north-south road, the military
said. The crossing has suffered
from a bottleneck since Israeli
ground troops moved into Rafah
in early May.

COGAT, thelsraelimilitary body
that oversees aid distribution in
Gaza, said the route would
increase the flow of aid to other
parts of Gaza, including Khan
Younis, Muwasi and central Gaza.
Hard-hit northern Gaza, which
was an early target in the war, is

aza military offensive

being served by goods entering
from a crossing in the north.

The military said the pause
came after discussions with the
United Nations and internation-
al aid agencies,

Aidagencies, includingthe UN,
did not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

The pause along the southern
route comes as Israel and Hamas
are weighing the latest proposal
for a cease-fire, a plan that was
detailed by PresidentJoe Bidenin
the administration's most con-
centrated diplomatic push for a
haltto the fighting and therelease
of hostages taken by the militant
group.While Biden described the
proposal as an Israeli one, Israel
has not fully embraced it and
Hamas has demanded changes
thatappearunacceptabletolsrael.




